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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

His Excellency Lt.-Col. the Right Hon’ble Sir Francis Stanlet 
Jackson, p.c., g.c.i.e. 


MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hou'hle Nawah Bahadur Smyid Nawau Ali Ciiaudhuri, Khan 
Bahadur,^ c.i.e., of Dhanbari, in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Emigration. 

2. Immigration. 

3. Jurisdiction. 

4. Haj Pilgrimage. 

5. Forests. 

G. Irrigation. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A, Mark, (.i.i:,, i.c.s., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce and Industrial subjects. 

4. Marine. 

5. European Education. 


Tlie llon’ble Sii- Nalini R \njan Ciiatmmi, Kt , in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisition. 

3. Excluded Areas. 

4. Jails. 

5. Legislative. 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


The Hon’l)le Mr. W. I). R. Prentice, c.t.e., i.c.s., in charge of the 
following porffolios : — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

5. Regulation of medical and other professional qualifications 

and standards, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Legislature. 

6. Judicial. 


MINISTERS. 

The Hon’ble Sir Provasii Chunder Mitter, Kt., c.i.e., in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Local Self-Government. 

2 . Agriculture and Industries (excluding Excise). 

3. Public Works. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Musiiarruf Ho.s.\in, Khan Bahadur, in charge 
of the following portfolios: — 

1. Education (excluding European Education). 

2. Excise. 

3. Registration. 
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PRINCTPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 


Pkesident. 


IFe HoD’ble Raja Manmmha Nath Ray CHArDiiriu, of Saiitoab. 


DErrxY Pkesident. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Eaudi ddin Ahmed, b.l. 


Panel of Chairmen for the Twenty-ninth Session. 

1. Maharaja Shashi Kanta Acharjta Chaudhijri, of Mukta* 

gacha, Mymensirigh. 

2 . Dr. Sir Deva Pkosad Sarkadhikari, Kt., c.i.E., c.b.e. 

1. W. I.. TiMVKKS, ('.I.E., O.K.E. 

4 . Mr. M. Asiikae Ali Kha.n Chaudhuri. 


Secretary to the Council — J. Baktiey, i.c.s. 

Assistant S(M‘retanc'' to th(‘ Council — A. M. IlrKinsoN and K. N. 
Majuaidak. 


Registrar to the Council — J W. McKay. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Abbott, Mr. E. G. (Indian Jute Mills Association). 

Acharjya Chaudhuri, Maliaraja Shaslii Kanta, of Muktagacba, Myinen 
singh. (Dacca University.) 

Afzal, Maiilvi SjtJ Mahamud. [Ilakarganj AVest (Mubaminadan).] 
Ahamad, Mauvi Asiinuddin. fTippera South (Muliaininadan).] 

Aliainad, Maulvi Kasiruddin. [Ilangpur West (Muhaininadanb] 
•Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Knmduddin. [Rajsliahi South 
(Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Maulvi Syed Kausher. [Jesso^e South (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Altnf. fBogra (Muhammadan).] 

Atlqullah, Mr. Syed Muliammad. fMymensingh East (Muhamma- 
dan).] 


B 

Bagchi, Babu Romes (lliandra. [Malda (Is’on-Muhammadan).] 

Baksh, Maulvi Kader, n.n. fDinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Banerjea, Dr. Praniathanatli. [Cahmtta East (Nou-Muhammadan).] 
Banerjee, Babu Promothn Nath [Midnapore South (Non-Muharaina' 
dan).] 

Banerjee, Mr. A. C. [Calcutta ScAith Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bannerjee, Babu Jitendralal. [Birbhum (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Basil, Babu Sasi Sekhar. f24-Parganas Rural South (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Basu, Mr. P. C. [Burdwan South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Basu, Mr. Sarat C. [Burdwan North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Biswas, Babu Surendra Nath. [Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bose, Babu Bejoy Kiishna. [Calcutta South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bose, Mr. S. C. (Calcutta University.) 

Bose, Mr. Subhas Chandra. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

C 

Cassells, Mr. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Chakravarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra. [Dinajpur (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 


Deputy President, Bengal Legislative Council. 



8 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


Chakravftrti, Mr. Byomkes. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Rangpur East (Non-Muhamma 
dan).] 

Chataiji, the Hon ’hie Sir Nalini Ranjan, Kt. (Member, Executive 
(X)imcH.) 

Chatterjee, Srijut Bijay Kumar. [Bankura West (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafizar Rahman. (Nominated 
Non-official.) 

Chaudliuri, Maulvi Nurul Ilucj. [Noakliali East (Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Rai ITarendranath. [24-Parganas Rural North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan 
Bahadur, c.i.e., of Dhanbari. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Choudhury, Maulvi Gholam Mawla. [Faridpur South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Choudliuiy, Maulvi Khorslied Alani. [Bakarganj North (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Coppinger, Iit.-(k»l. W. V.. n.s.o., m.d., f.k.c.s.t. (Dub.), t.m.s. 

(Nominated Official ) 


D 

Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. [Calcutta Ontral (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Dash, ]\I r. A. J. {Nominated tttficial.) 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. fTippeja (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Datta, Babu Amulya Chandra. [Iloo^hly Municipal (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Dev, Ml. G. (r., c.i.K. (Nominated Official I 
Dowding Mr. T. W. (Indian Mining Ass(K*iation. ) 

Drummond, Mr. J. G. (Nominated Official.) 

Dutt, Babu Saral Kumar. [Bakarganj North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Dutt, Mr. G. S. (Nominated Official.) 


E 

Eddis, Mr. A. McD. (Bengal (^hamlu'r of Commerce.) 


F 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. G. M. [Tippera North (Muhammadan).] 
Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 
Fyfe, Mr. J. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 
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C 


Ganguly, Babu Khagendra Natb. [Howrah Municipal (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Ghose, Babu Amarendra Nath. [Myiueiisiiigb West (Noii-Muhamraa- 
dan).] 

Ghose, Mr. M. C. (Nominated Official.) 

Ghosb Maiilik, Mi‘. Satyendia riiaiidra. [Xoakliali (Nou-Mubamma- 
dan).] 

Gbuznavi, Alliadj Sir Abdelkeiim. Kt. []\fymeiisiiigb Souib-West 
(Mubammadaii). | 

troeiika, Rai Baliadur Ifadiidas, (M.k. (Bengal Marwari Association.) 

Gofran, Maulvi Abdul. [Noakbali West (Mubanimadan).] 

Gordon, Mr, A. 1). (Indian Tea Association.) 

Guha, Mr. P. N. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. [Dacja City (Non-Miibammadan).] 


H 

Habibulla, Nawab Khwaja. [Dacca City (Muhammadan).] 

Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 
Himatsingka, Babu Prabhu Doyal. [(’alciitta West (Non-Muharnma- 
dan).] 

Hopkyns, ^fi'. W. S., (M k , o n.K. (Nominated Official,^ 

Eoque, Kazi Emdadul. [llangpurEast (Muhammadan),] 

Hosain, the ITou’ble Nawab Mnshairuf, Khan Bahadur. (Minister.) 

[Malda rmn Jalpaiguri (Muhammadan).] 

Husain, Maulvi Latat'at. (Nominated Non-ofiicial.) 

Husain, Khan Baliadur Maulvi Syed Maqbul. [(diittagong North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ekramul. [Murshidabad (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Ilu(j, iMr. A, K. Eazl-iil. I Daren East Binal ; Muhammadan). | 


I 

Ismail, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad. [Mymensingh Centra) 
(Muhammadan),] 


il 


James, Mr. F. E., o.b.e. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


K 

Karini, Maulvi Abdul. [Burdwan Division South (Muhammadan).] 
Kaseni, Maulvi Abul. [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadan.)] 
Khan, Babu Debendra Lai. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Khan Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali. [Rajshahi North (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muazzam Ali. (I^abna (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Tainizuddin. [Faridpur North (Muhammadan).] 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. [Dac(‘a Fa.^t Rural (Muhammadan).] 

L 

Lala, Babu Saroda Kiipa. (Chitta^on^’ Jiamllioldeis.) 

]iuke, Mr. N. R. (Indian flute Mills Association;. 

c 

M 

Macartney, Mr, J. (t. [Da^M-a and rhitlao()no (]:^u!npean).] 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Maiti, Babu Malumdia Nath. [Midnapore Soutli-Kast (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Marr, the Hon’ble Mr. A., c.i.e. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Maitin, Mr. 0 S. (Bengal ('hamb(‘r ot Conniieice.) 

Mazumdar. Rai Bahadur Jaduiiath, c.i.e. f.lessore Noith (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

McCluskie, Mr. E. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Miller, Mi'. C. (\ (Beimal ('bamber of ^^)nl^lerce.) 

Mitter, the Hoirble Sir Rrovash Chunder, Kt., c.i.e. (Minister.) 
(Presidency Landholders.) 

Moitra, Srijut Jog-endra Nath, [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Morgan, Mr. G., c.i.e. (Bengal rhain})er of Commerce.) 

Mukerjea, Srijut Taiaknath. [Hooghly Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Mukeiji, Mr. S. C. ^Nominated Non-official.) 

N 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandra. [Mur.shidabad (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. [24-Pargana.s Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Nazimuddin, Mr. Khwaja^ c.i.e. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan).] 
Nelson, Mr. W. H. (Nominated Official.) 
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P 

Pal riioudhuii, Mr. Eaiijit. [Nadia (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Parrott, Mr. Percy. (Bengfal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. (Beng:al Mahajan Sabha.) 

Prentice, tlm Ilou’l^le ^Ir. AV. 1). H., (m.k. (Member, Executive 

Council.) 


R 

Rahim, Sir Abd-iir, ka'.s.i. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 
Rahman, Maulvi Azizur. [Mymensiugfh North-West (Muhammadan).] 
Rahman, Maulvi Sh;un>ur. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. (Nominated Non-offitual.) 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. ^I. Abdur. [24-Parganas Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Raikat, Mr. Prasaima JJeb. (Jalpaij^mri tNon-Muhammadan),] 

Rauf, Maulvi Syed Abdur. [Jessore North (Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayan. [Rangpur West (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ra}^ Babu Surcndra Nath. |24-Parganas Municipal South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankai. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Maharaja Jogindra Nath, of Nator. (Rajshahi Landholders.) 
Ray, Srijut Radlia Cobinda. | ibnikuia East (Nou-M uluimmadan).] 
Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-otlicial.) 

•Ray Chaudhuri, the Don’ble Raja Manmatha Nath, of Santosh. 

(Dacca Landholders.) 

Reid, Mr. R. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. [24-l’argana8 Municipal North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Roy, Mr. D. N., Bar.-at-Law. [Jessore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath. [Bakarganj South 
(Non-Muhammadan).] 
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Sachse, Mr. F. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Sanyal, Babu Sachindra Narayan. [Rajshahi (Non-Muhammadan).] 


President of the Bengal Legislative Council. 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


Sarbadhikari, Dr. Sir Deva Prosad, Kt., c.i.e., c.b.e. (NoraiDated 
Non-official.) 

Barker, Babu Naliniranjaii. [Mymensingb East (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Sarker, Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Sattar, Xhan Sahib Aldus. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).] 

Sattar, Mr. Abdool Razak JTajee AbdooJ. fKooghly ct/ 7 ;i Howrah 
Municipal (Muhammadan).] 

Sen, Mr. Satish Chandra, i Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

Sen, Srijiit Nagendra Nath. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sen Gupta, Mr. J. M. [Chittagong (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Shah, Mr. Gholain Hossnin. [24-Parganas Municipal (Muhamma- 
dan).]^ 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bluipcndra Narayan, of Nashipur. (Burdwan 
Landholders.) 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. ^Barrackpore Municipal (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Stapleton, Mr. H. E. ^Nominated ()ffi<‘ial.) 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 


T 


Tliomas, Mr. II. W. (Calcutta Trades A>^^<Jciation.) 
Travers, Mr. TV. L., c.i.k., o.b.k. [Rajshahi (Eujopean).] 


W 


Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. [l’re^idcncy and Burdwan (Euiopeun).] 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 


(Official Report of the Twenty-ninth Session.) 

VOLUME XXIX. 

Prooaedinfl;$ of the Bengal Legislative Ceunoil aewNiiliM onrter the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chaml)er in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 9th diil\, L92S, at d p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President (Raja Manmatiia Nath R\y Chaudhuri, 
of Santosh), in the Chaii’, the four Hon’hle Members of the Executive 
Council, the two Ilon’ble Minisfei^ and 12o nominated and elected 
members. 


Oath or Affirmation. 

ddie followino- members made an oatli or affirmation of theii- alle- 
giance to the Crown: — 

Mr, \V. S. Hoi’kyns, (m.h., o.n.E. 

Iit.-(V)l. W. V. C()!*i*i\(;kk, d.s.o., m.i)., K.ir.r .s.r. (Duh.), t.m.s. 

Mr. A. J. I)\sh. 

Mr. IT, E. Stapf.eton, 

Maulvi Nurut. IIuu Cuwniinri. 

Mr. IIVXJIT P\L ClKHTDHrKI, 

Mr. A. D. Gordon. 

Mr. J. n. Fyfe. 

Mr. 0. S. Martin. 

Mr. C. C. Miller. 

Mr. H. W. Thomas. 
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OBITUAEY EEFEItENCES. 


[9th July 


Obituary references. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, death has been busy 
in the ranks of membeiN, and ex-members of this Council since we last 
met. The countiy and this Council have to miourn the death of five 
notable gentlemen, namely: — 

The Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia, 
the late Leader of this House and Vice-President of the Executive 
Council of the Government of Bengal, Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur, c.i.e., of Hooghly, Raja Tankanath Chaudhuri of 3faldiiar, 
Khan Bahadur Mauivi Md. Ershad Ali Khan Chaudhuri of N^ator and 
Khan Bahadur Mahboob Alley of Calcutta. 

The Maharaja Bahadur was a martyr to duty. He died prac- 
tically fighting at his post. He had been in failing health for some 
time past but despite this he attended to his duties in connection with 
tlie last Budget of tliis House, l^e strain undoubtedly aggravated his 
disease and he liad to go on leave. He died at his Cahuitia house on 
the 22nd May last in the prime of his life. He was only -17 yeai's, of age. 

He wjis decorated with the title of Maharaja at the Coronation 
Durbar in Dellii in PHI and the title Maharaja Bahadui' wa!4 conferred 
on him in 1917. He was elected as the fii’st non-official Chairman of 
the Nadia District Bfiaid in 1920, and in the same year was leturned 
as an elected member of this (kiumM’l from the Nadia (Non-Muham- 
madan) constitiKMicv and .served a> such during tlie period 1921-2-1. He 
was appointed a member of th<‘ Executive (k)uncil in August, 1924. He 
became Vice-President of that (kmncil .in the lltli Octobei', 1927. He 
was to liave been decorated at the la.4 biithday Hoiiouis as a Knight 
Commander of the Most Eminent Order of tlie Indian Empire. 

He belonged to the illustrious Nadia Raj family de.scending directly 
troni Bhattanarayan, one of the five Brahmans who weie bi-ought from 
Kanauj by Adisui, King of Bengal. The names of scions of the illus- 
tiious family are known in every household of Bengal. This illustrious 
family has exerci.sed a large influence on the cultivation of Sanskrit 
learning and on the politics of the province and the late Maharaja 
Bahadur was a worthy upholder of his family’s noble traditions. 

The late Mahaiaja Bahadur wms always socdable, courteous and 
sympathetic to all who came in (‘ontact with him. We, in this Council, 
had first hand experience of the wonderful charm of hi.s personality. 

We have also to mourn the lo.ss of another tried and faithful son 
of Bengal, Rai Mahendra (Chandra Mitra Bahadur, c.i.e., who died on 
the 1st May last. T believe he was over 80 years of age at the time of 
his death. He had a very successful career at the Hooghly Bar. He 
was a Government Pleaded there but he gave that up and entered the 
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Bengal Legislative Council in which he served during 191(]*20 and 1921 
to 192d, under the old and new constitiifious. He was long connected 
with the HooghIy-Chiii;<urah Municipality and was its revered Chuirinan 
for seveml terms. 

His minute of dissent forms the Minority Report of the Ministerial 
Officers’ Salary Committee which was pi-esided over by Mr. M. 
McAlpin. The late Rai Bahadur was a kind hearted and courteous 
gentleman but withal an uncompromising foe where the interests of his 
country demanded it. 

In recognition of lii.*^ public servi(‘es the title of Rai Bahadur was 
giAen hint in 1911 and the C. I. E. in January, 1928. 

I have also to refer to the sad and untimely death of Raja 
Taiikanath Chaudhuri of Malduar who was a member of this CKrnincil 
from the Dinajpur (Non-Muhammadan) constituency during I921-2d 
and served fv»r many years member and (Miairinan of the Dinajpur 
District Boai'd. Those who were here in the first Council under the 
Reforms will remembei' him as assi/luoiiN in his duties and as always 
showing the very keenest desire to serve the best interests of his 
( oustituency. 

(4) Khan Bahadui- Mauh: Md. Krshad Ali Klian Chaudhury of 
Nator (Rajshahi) was a member of this Council during 1921*24, He 
died suddenly at the age of 72 years in March la-'l. 

He was an influential zamindai- loved by the Hindus and Muham- 
madans alike. Ilis jmblic services in connei'tion with the muniidpalityy 
di^tiict and local hoaicL and the Co-oj)erative Depaiiment, and the 
goveinin^ bod\ ol (he Rajshahi College aic veil known. He* seived 
foi sometime as Honoiais Magistrate and wa^ a non-ofli<‘ial visitoi’ of 
the Rajshalii Cential Jail and gave c-ontribution>* to the Rajshahi 
District Boai'd towaids lemoving water scarcity and for erection of 
charitable disjiensaries. 

His only son Mi. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri is our colleague 
in this Council and he has our deepest sympathy in his h<ad loss. 

Khan Bahadur S. Mahboob Alley died on the 29th June last. 
He was a member of this Council from the 27th April 1921 to 1924 and 
again from 1924 to 1920. He was a Commissiemer of the Maniktala 
Municipality for over ten years and afterwards when that Municipal 
area was included in the are;: of the Corporation of Calcutta he sat on 
the latter body for a time. He served as an Honorary Magistrate and 
was a member of many important committee-s and public bodies', .sucdi 
as, the Donald Committee, the Estates and Succession Duties Committee,, 
the Howrah Bri(^ge Bill Committee, the Committee on Bulilic Accounts, 
the Board of Control for Apprenticeship Training, the Bengal Board of 
Censors, the Committee of the Indian Territorial Force, the Board of 
Haj Pilgrims, the Board of Visitors of the Presidency Jail, the Board 



16 


FANEL OF CHAIRMEN 


[9ffi July 


oi the House of Detention and the Oominittee of the Campbell Hospital. 
As a reeog'nition of his public sendees the title of Khan Bahadur was 
conferred on him in the year l92o. He made himself loved and respected 
by all with whom he came into contact by reason of his sincerity and 
earnestness and the sobriety and moderation which he brought to bear 
in the consideration of public questions. 

With your permission, gentlemen, I piopose to convey the condolence 
of the House to the bereaved families. I now request you, gentlemen, 
to f/how your respect to the memory of the de^’eased gentlemen by kindly 
rising in your places. 

(The members then rose in their seats.) 

Mr. rREtIDfilIT: Thank you, gentlemen. The Secretary will 
please take the usual action. 


Point of order. 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Sii, I sent a notice for 
the adjournment of the business of this House for the purpose of 
discussing a definite matter (»f urgent public importance, namely, the 
serious situation that has ariisen ))y reason of the inadequacy of the 
steps taken b\ (Tovernment to meet the famine conditions now prevailing 
in some parts of Bengal. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Oidei', Oidei*. 1 sljall first form the ])anel of 
(ImiriiU'U and then you mav laise the point. 

d-lT) p.m. 


Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In a(‘C()rdance with the pi-ovisions of Rule ‘I of 
tl;e Bengal Legislative Council Buies, B120. 1 nominate the following 
members of the Council to toim a panel of four Chainnen for the ensuing 
session : — 

(1) Maharaja Sh\stii K\nt.\ A('H\iuy \ CnAUDiiuni, of Muktagaclia, 

Mymensingh. 

(2) Dr. Sir Dkva Idto.svp Sauuaphik.vhi, kt., c .i.e., (\b.e. 

(Jl) Mr. W. L. Tkavehs, c.i.e., o.«.e. 

(4) Mr. M. Asiikaf Au Khan CHAUDmiii. 


Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present in 
the above order named will preside over the deliberations of the Council 
in my absence and in the «ibsence of the Deputy President. 
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1928. J 


Motion for adjournment of the business of the House. 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Sir. I sent a notice toi- the 
adjourniuent ol the hu'*iness ot this Hoii<t* for the purpo'^e of (liscu>sin}^' 
a definite matter of inirent puldic iinjioitance, namely the serious situa- 
tion that has arisen hy reason of the inadeijuacy of the steps taken by 
Gov rnnient to meet the famine conditions now jircvailin^- in some jiarts 
of BenjraL I want your deci>ion on the subject. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you have already been informed that I 
have withheld my coii'^ent. 


Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: On a point of information, 
Sii. Is it your ruling- that there m.^' be an\ thing else more important 
and more urgent tlian the saving; of human life? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: That (jiK'stioii d(»es not uiise. I rule you out of 
order, Dr. Ifanerjea. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Are we not entitled to 
know the reasons foi- which the motion was disallowed? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the reasons are in my written order. 


Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: No order has been (ommu- 
nicated to us — to me, at least. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I am very sorry that the ordei- has not yet been 
communicated to you. Probably you gave this notice at the lust moment. 
In facd, when I came in I found the file on my table, and I passed on it 
my orders, then and there. 

This famine is a matter of slow growth; it has not occurred all of a 
sudden, and I think the urgency of the matter at the present moment 
Las not been proved to my satisfaction. The materials befoie me do not 
justify my upsetting the ordinary business of the House. 


2 
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MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 


f9TH JULl 


Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: ( )n a point of order, Sir, when may we have 
an oi)j)ortunity of discuHsing-the imj)ortant question raised in the mo- 
tion pjoposed ])y my friend. I submit that the situation is a very 
serious one, and desei ves a discussion in this House. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: That may be your opinion, but in my ()i)inion 
you have yet to prove that the matter is so very u]gent at the moment as to 
justify my uj)setting the settled programme of the House. 


Babu JITENORALAL BANNERJEE: Will you reconsider your 
decision if facts relating to the circumstances were brought to your 
notice to justify its being i)laced before the (buncil? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think the hon’ble member knows my attitude; 
he has been to my Chamber and I have told him what my views are. 


Srijut BlilAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: On a point of order, Sir, 
there was no sitting of the Council before this, and we did not have 
any opportunity of discussing this matter earlier. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I have taken into consideration all the materials 
placed before me and so far as my opinion goes, I should be given more 
materials and definite informations before I can think of suspending the 
ordinary business of the Council to make way for your motion. 


Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: On a point of order, Sir. So far 
as 1 understood, youi- ruling was that because the famine was of slow 
growth, but the (jueslion raised by Mr. Chatterjee was with regard to 
the steps taken by Oovernment to meet the situation. Don't you think 
the matter is of sufficient public interest to warrant discussifui. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I may inform you that some members of your 
party have been to my Chamber and the matter was discussed with them 
thoroughly, I was able to convince them that the materials which have 
been placed before me wre insufficient. 
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Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Permits to cut fuel and golepata in the Sunderfoans Forest Division. 

M. Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon hie 

Heiiiber in charge of the Department of Kevenue (Foiests) he plea^e(J 
tn state how jnany, if any, new fuel (•ou})e and fjoh/aitd coupe have been 
opened duiino- the last decade in the Sunderbans Foiest Division 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the existing’ supply is 
inadequate ? 

(r) W ill the Hon’ble Membei be pleased to state the total amount 
of fines realised from alleg^ed delimiuents who have been unable to 
gather their fuels and f/oJvpata within the period covered by their res- 
pective licenses in 1920-27'' 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (FORESTS) 
(the Hon’bie Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Baha- 
dur, of Dhanbari): {a) I'urchasers are allowed to cut fuel and (joJepaia 
over the whole area of the Sunderbans forests; the are not restricted to a 
coupe. 

{h) Yes: the demand for fuel and fjolcpdta lias lieen greater than 
the suiijily during the last five years. 

(c) No fine is realised from purchasers who cannot gather thei]- 
fuel and polepata within the period coveied by their jiermits. lint 
time-expiry fees amounting to Ks. 4,581 were realised in 1920-27 from 
holders of ],ermits who continued to collect fuel and (jolepafa after 
theii- permits had expired. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: W^iil the Hon’ble Member be 
]jleased to state whether the excess enhanced fees were realised in the 
nature of a fine, or a penalty, or whaty 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: As time-expiry fees. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether the persons from whom these fees were collected 
were allowed to collect the golepata and fuel at the expiry of the time 
limit, or whether they were confiscated to Government? 



20 


QUESTIONS. 


[9th Idly 


The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI 
CHAUDHURI, Khan Bahaduif of Dhanbari: I want fresh notice. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Fiom how Diany persons 
were these fees collecfetl? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI 
CHAUDHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: 1 cannot possibly >ay 
oft hand. 


Application of loan for rural water-supply by the District Board 
of Khulna. 

*2. 8rijut NACENDRA NATH 8EN: (a) Will the Hon’hle 
Ministej- i7i charuje of the Dc'pai'tf.ient oj I.ocal Sell-(foveiniiieiit be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the District Board of Khulna 
applied for a loan of Bs. to (iovernnieiit for the relief of water 

•carcity in the district? 

(M Has the loan been granted? II not, why not? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 8ELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’bie 8ir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a) and 

(h) I’rovision for a loan of Bs. lor ruial uTiter-sii])ply in the 

Khulna district was made in the budget of 1927*28, and the money 
was drawn by the district board on 2iid February, 1928. In July, 1927, 
the Commissioner reported that the district board want a further loan 
of Bs. dO, ()()() for the same object to be included in the budget of 
1928-29. He was asked to obtain a bunial application with details 
of the w’ork to be undertaken. The formal application did not leach 
the (h)mmissioiier until Septembei*, and a.^n details had not been fur- 
nished, he did not forward it to Government then. The (\)mmissioner 
has since submitted the formal application. It will be considered 
along with applications fj-om other district boards submitted in res- 
ponse to the circular i.ssued by Government regarding the adoption of 
a loans policy for rural water-supply. If possible, the loan will be 
granted during the current yeai-. 


Srijut NACENDRA NATH 8EN: When was the formal a})plication 
Bent by the Commissioner to the Government? 


Tbt Hon’ble 8ir PRpVA8H CHUNDER MITTER; Last May, bo 
far as I remember. 
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Srijut NACENDRA MATH SEN: I want information as to the 
latest date bv which apjdieatious by district boards for loans should 
leach (fovernment so as to enable them to be included in the budget. 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: The 15th of 
August at the latest ; it is better for them to reach eai lier. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Js it not a fact that new 
proposals in the nature of suj)pleinentary demands are not submitted 
before the 15th August? 

The HonWe Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I cannof under- 
stand the inijilication of the (juestion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Sir? I’ovash, Noll must either answer the (juestion 
or decline to do so; I cannot permif any discussion on the juiint. Do 
you decline to answei ? 


The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I do not decline 
to answer the (juestion, ]>ut I do not undei stand the implication of the 
(juestion. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: May 1 ex]>lain? It is a 
jule of the Finance I)e])aitmen1 that proposals in the nature of new 
jiroposals should be communicated to them betoie the 15th August, 
whether it is a new jnojM^sal (»r in the natuie of a sujiplementary 
demand. My (piestion is that since the loan was gianted to the 
Khulna Distiict Hoard, the furthej ajiplication by the distiict board 
tor a fuitlier loan was in the natuie (d' a sujijdementary demand, and 
it cannot be insisted u])on that this pro})osal should be submitted befoie 
the 15th August, 


The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The original 
loan for Ks. was gianted; theie was a re({uest for another loan, 

but that did not leach the Commissioner befoie Sejitemlier. The tw^o 
things are sej)aiate. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: What business had the 
Commissionei' to withhold the application? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The answer 
already given is self-explanatory. The Commissioner did not send it 
up, because he wanted fuither details. 
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3-30 p.m. • 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon Me Minister 
be pleased !o state when the a])]>lication leached the Comwissionery 

The Hon^ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER; If the lion hie 
nicniber wants the info] ination I shall obtain it. 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
j)leased to state, witli jefereiH-e to the last liiie of his reply, ‘‘ if possible 
the loaii will be ^'lanted in the ( unent yea],'* on what does the p(»ssibil- 
ity or r>tliei-wise depend? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: That depends 
on the h>an budget. 


Restrictions on certain released detenus. 

*3. Babu PRABHU DOYAL HIMATSINGKA: (/) Will the 

Ilon’bh* Meinlxu' in ehaige of the Political Dejiaitnient }>e pleased to 
state whether Siijuts latindra Nath Phattacharj_\ a, Panchanan C'hakra- 
bartti, Kii'an Phandra De and Kaliprosad Paneijee, who were leleased 
under certain restrictions, have Ix'en served with fresh orders of further 
restrictions ? 

(/>) If so, what is the I’eason for such a luocedure? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (o) Yes. They aie reipiired to not if \ their 
jn<)veinent> to the police, if they absent themselves fo]- moje than 4S 
hours from their places of residence. 

(b) Experience showed that the foini of order previously in use 
was defective: it was therefore levised and the new form was issued 
to these among other detenus. 


Proposal to acquire lands for the removal of Irrigation headquarters 
from Gadghat to Chatal. 

*4. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (//) Will the HoiTble Member 
i]i chaige of the Department of lirigatio]i be pleased to ^tate whethei 
it is in the contemplation of the (Tovernnient to remove the Irrigation 
Department offices ajid tTie quarters for the officers concerned from 
Gadghat to the town of Ghatal? 
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(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ hie 
Member be pleased to state whether it is a faet that the Government 
propose to acquire for the purpf)se homestea<l lands near the post offire? 

(f) Ls it a fart that the said lands are Jchutter pro]xu‘ties on which 
stand the Hamkrishna Seva Asram. several temjdes of Hindu ^»‘ods 
and a number of ancestral dwelling-houses belonj^ing* mostly to the 
Sebait Brahmins wlio have to worship these ^ods every day? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that a feeling* of discontent 
prevails amon|r the Hindu populati<m in rejrard to the proposed acquisi- 
tion of the said lands and that the inhabitants of the subdivision have 
sulunitted a memorial to the S(‘cretary to the Government of Beii^Ml 
prc'testiior a^»‘ainst tin* acquisition oi the said lands? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Meinlu'r aware that the Goveiiiment aie already 
in pnssessitni of two ])l()ts of land which are lyinj’- unused as the scheme 
of building’ an annexe to the Muiisif’s Court and his (piarters has now 
been abandoned? , 

(/) Are the (jov(*rnnient consideiin^- the d(‘siiabilit.\ of building 
the said Irriiration ('fiices and (juaiteis either on tlu‘ jdots of land 
alreadv acijiiiied bv Government as staled in (c) or on eithei oi the 
two plots of land, viz., one in tln‘ \i(‘init\ of the municqial tank called 
the CliowdliuiN Ciikur and the othei- in the neighbourhood of the 
Sub-He»’istrar’s office to the south of it? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab All Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, 
of Dhanbari): {(D Govemment have decided not to pi'o< (‘cd uitli the 
project toj- the removal ot the headijuaiteis oi tiie Gadj^bat subdi\ ision 
to Ghatal. 

ih) to if) Do not an^e. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: The la^t aiiswei ^‘iven b\ the 
Hon'ble rSawal) Buhadui is supposed to be inclu<led in the juint'd 
question pa|)ei. I find, howevei, that it has been scoied thiouph. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: The an>wei has since been coucfted. 


Baral river. 

*5. Srijut JOGENDRA NATH MOITRA: in) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in char^^'o of the Department of Iiiitrafion aware that a lar»el\ 
signed memorial has been sent to the Governor in ( 'ouncil by jiei sons 
residing in villages on both the sides of the river Baral in the districts 
of Rajshahi and Palma praying for taking early steps to improve the 
condition of the river? 
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(b) Has the attention of tke Hon’ble Member been drawn to the 
joint inspection report submitted by the Directors of Public Health 
and Agriculture laying great stress on the desirability of such a 
measure? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what steps, if 
any, the Government propose to take in the matter? 

The Hen’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: (a) Yes. 

(/>) Yes. 

(r) The matter is under investigation, and till the investigation is 
comj)lete, it is not j)ossible to say what steps, if any, will be taken. 

Srijut JOGENDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the TTon ble Membei be 
pleased to state when the investigation is likely to be completed? 

t 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari; Tt is not possilde to say. 


License fees for fuel, golepata and other woods. 

♦6. Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
bei in charge of the Department of Revenue (Foiest>) be pleased to 
state whether the license fees foi- fuel and other wood> and (joJepaio 
have been increased? 

{h) If HO, will the Hon’ hie Member be pleas(Ml to lay on the table 
a statement showing the increase during the last 20 years, and the 
reasons therefor? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari; (a) Yes. 

{h) The rates vary in different Forest Divisions and even in differ- 
ent areas within the same division, and also according to various 
kinds of wood and oi the different classes of each kind of wood. Gov- 
ernment do not consider that the advantage of compiling and printing 
a statement of these numerous rates and their variations during the 
last 20 years would be commensurate with the labour and expense 
involved. The variations during this period have been in some cases 
as small as 10 iku* cent, and in some cases as high as double. The 
reasons for increases have been the higher market value of the wood, 
and the limited supply of a s]>ecies {e.ff., Tuni and Walnut) which it is 
difficult to regenerate or mature. 
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•rijllt NACENORA NATH SEN: Will the Hon-ble Member be 
pleased to state if the increases are confined to cases stated, ri:.. the 
hiffher market value of the -nood and the limited supply of a sjiecies? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: As far as I know it is ^o. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon l ie Menihei 

he plensetl to state who fixes the rateN of a parti(*iilar forest tlivisioii?' 


The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: The Con^^ervatoi of F()re‘^ts. 


Detenu late Srijut Ranjit Kumar Banerjee. 

*7. Babu PRABHU DOYAL HIMAT8INCKA: </) Will the 
Hoii’hle Menihei in chaise of the Political Dejiartinent he jileased to 
state — 

(/) the (late ot aiiest oi Srijut Paiijit Kuniai Ilainojee; 

ill) when he was domiciled in a village; 

(///) whethei he was seived with an order not to enter oi' remain 
in any area oi Bengal except the distiict of Murshidabad; 
and 

(it) it sti, on what date the said order was seived? 

(h) Is it a fact that he was snff(*iinp from al)dominal complaint 
dining internment oi at the time oi serving on him the order to remain 
wnthiii the Murshidahad district? 

(c) Ls the Hon’hle Menilau aw'aie that Siijut Ranjit Kumar Banerjee 
died on the i^8th April, 192S, due to some alxloininal complaint? 

id) Is it a fact that Babu Ranjit Kumar Banerjee w’as under the 
operation of the Bengal Criminal l.aw Amendment Act, 1925, at the? 
time of his death? 

(c) If so, what steps did the Gc.veinment take for treatment and 
nursing of Babu Ranjit Kumar Baiieijee when his illness had grown 
serious ? 
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The Hon»ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) (i) 25th October, 1924. 


(//) 111 April, 1927. 

(in) Yes. 

(ir) December 14th, 1927. 

(h) Governineiit have no information on this subject save that in 
Decemlier, 1927, the detenu stated in a letter that he luul recently 
suffered from dysentery. 

(c) (jovernnient are aware that Dabu Ilaiijit Kumar Banerjee died 
in A])iil, 192S, lint have no information re^ardin^- the cause of his 
death. 

(./) Y es, in so far as he was subject to the restrictions imposed by 
section 1 1 ( /) (//), (/>) and (c) id the Act. 

(c) None, as no api'dication for treatment or nursinc* was made and 
Go\ eminent were not aware that »h(* w.js ill. 

Mr. SUBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: AVill the Iloiri.le Member be 
jileased To state with reference to (h) if any steps were taken to verify 
the information contained in the letter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D, R. PRENTICE: So fai as T know Govern- 
ment had no ] ea>on to verify the infoi mat ion. Government ai‘cepte<l 
the fact that the detenu recently suffered from dysentei“> . 

Mr. 8UBHAS CHANDRA B08E: Y'ili the Ibmi.le Membei be 
])leased to state with refeicnce to (O whether Govei’iimeiit made any 
impiiries? 

The Hon*ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I would ask foi notite I 
have not looked up this point. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: Was the attention of the Hon’ble 
Membei’ drawn To the reasons stated in the new>paiiers re^^aidin^’ the 
death of this detenu 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 

BabU MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Ilon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether, havin<r accepted the statement of the detenu, 
Oovernment did provide for his Tieatment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. D. R. PRENTICE: The information was that 
he had recently suffered from dysentery, not that he was then suffer- 
ing? 
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Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Was the ifitornintion oral or iti 
writing y 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D, R, PRENTICE: 1 have already said that it 
was a letter. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Jloii*l)le Member l»e 
pleased to state what the exact words of the letter werey 

The Hon’bte Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I cannot sa\. 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: Will the Ih.u'Uv Mcmhei he pleased t.> 
state in what (ontext tlie detenu thought tit inendx to inform (otvein- 
ment that he liad ivdiitly ^uflcied from dysentery? Wa^ he askmg 
tor any treatment, or sup]>oit, or iinmey, or lemoval to a health iei 
place ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 <h. not iemem))ei the 
4 ‘oiitents of the lettei, hui if the memliej gi\es m.tice I will let him 
know. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Tlon'lde Memhei l.e 
plea'cd to stat(' what wa^ the cau^e ol death mentioned in the death 
reuisxer of the burning ghat? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have not looked into it 


Alleged canvassing by Covernirient officers in the Nadia bye-election 
to the Bengal Legislative Council. 

*8. Mr. RANJIT PAL CHOUDHURI; Will the lion ble Membei 
in charge ot the Appointment Depaitmeiit be jileased to state — 

(/) whether theit* is any circular pi’ohibiting Uoxernment officers 
canvassing fia any candnlati* in (dection ; and 

(?/) whether it is a fact that some (*f the (Tovernment officials can- 
vassed f(U one <d the candidates in tin* lecioit Nadia bye- 
election to the Ifengal Legislati\e (’ouncil? 

♦ 

MEMBER In charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (/) Uc )vei'nment sfovants aie jiroliibited 
from canvassing in an election to a Eegi>lative Council by lub^ 2d (2) 
of the Government Servants’ Conduct Rules.: 

(//) The Goveinment are imt awaie that this rule has been contra- 
vened by any of its officers as mentioned in the (luestion. 
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Bibu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA; Will the Hoji’ble Member be 
pleased to state if auy enquiry has been made into this matter? 

The Hon’ble W. D. R. PRENTICE: Subseciuent to this answer 
being sent in we got a reply from the District Magistrate that the 
statement is maliciously false. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: Is the Hon^le Membei aware 
that Mr. Hiidayranjan Sen had been canvassing? 

The Hon’bie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It is denied. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: Is the Tfon'ble Member awaie 
that Mr. A. Samanta, Deputy Magistrate, Sadar. had been canvassing? 

The Hon’bie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It is denied. 

Mr. J. M. 8EN GUPTA: Is tlie Hon'lde Member aware that the 
said Ml'. Samanta asked the people in open couit not to sn])])0]’t the 
candidatuie of the Swaraj candidaie? 

The Hon’bie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am not aware of it. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: Is the Don'ble Member aware 
that Ml. S. C. Bo^e was canvassing in this connection? 

The Hon’bie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Was the attention of Govein- 
nient drawn to this matter before the election? 

The Hon’bie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Is the G overnment prepared 
to make any enquiry? 

The Hon’bie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: There is no need. 

Mr. J. M. SEN tiUPTA: Will the Hon’bie Member be plea-^ed to 
state whether the District Magistrate made a general answer that there 
was no canvassing by Government officers without making any enquiry 
from any of the persons whom we have named ? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I o uiiot say t'roin whom 
he made in(]uiiie>. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: Will the Hon hie Meinhei he 
pleased TO state whether the Di^iriet Magistrate of Xadia made enquiries 
of the SuhdiviMoiial Officer before he sent in liis repmt!" 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I cannot say. 

Mr. U0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: ITavnig: regard to the lights of 
inemliers who are elected to this Council would you, Sii-, as the custodian 
of those rights 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: I rule you out of order, as that is not the wa\ 
to put a suiiplemeiitary (question. 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: 1 ii>e on n point of onlti 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Then you are not putting your supjileinentary 
([uestion. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: I will first make my submission 
on a point of ordei- and then 1 >hall put my supplementary question. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: AV ould you make youi tioiiit of order cpiite 
clears 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir, my point of ordei is this; 
you being the custodian of the rights of the members of this House 
would you kindly help us to g’et fiom the Members of Oovernment a 
satisfactory reply when serious questions on the inteiference with the 
elections are con(‘eriied. If you, Sir, agree with me, then I shall put 
the next question. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: So far as I could undei stand, the lloirble 
Mr. Prentice was quite definite when he denied the charges that weie 
made. What more emphatic answer could you expect? 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Alember be 
pleased to state whether in view of all the charges that have b«*eii made 
in the supplementary questions put to-day bv members of this Council, 
Government will be pleased to make a fuidher enquiry into the matter? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Datta, are you putting a supplemeutarv 
(juesf ion or what? 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: My question is, Sir, whether 
the (jfoveriinient will be pleased to make a turther emiuiry into this 
matter, in view of the disclosures made in the supplementary questions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Before I came to the 
Counc il 1 did not hetu-vai' the various cases W'hich have been specified 
except one. If members wdll put their complaints in writing I shall 
certainly see whether the circumstances demand such an enquiry. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Will the Hoirble Member be pleased lo 
state, with reference to the denials made by him, whether these denials 
are based on personal encjuiries made by the Hon’ble Member in charge 
himself, or enquiries made from the accused officers themselve>? 

The HOfl'ble Mr. W, D. R. PRENTICE: 1 have alieady stated that 
the Disti’ict Magistrate has repoHed that these allegations are 
maliciously false and I accept the statement of the District Magistrate. 


Number of injunctions issued against the Mussalmans preventing them 
from sacrificing cows in certain villages in Khulna. 

•9. Mauivi 8HAM8UR-RAHMAN : {O) AVill the Iloirble Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state in how many 
villages in the district of Khulna injunctions under section 144, Crimi- 
nal Procedure Code, were issued against the Mussalmans preventing 
them from sacrificing coavs during the last Bakr-ld? 

{h) Did the Magistrates issuing the injunctions inquiie into the 
reasonableness of the order by a personal visit to the village in question? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Member be jdeased to lay on the table a 
stiitement showing : — 

(0 the names of the villages and the thanas; 

(//) the number of Hindu and Mussulman householders in the 
village ; 

{Hi) the distance of the nearest Hindu home from the proposed 
place of sacrifice; and 

(iv) the nationality ^f thfe- person on whose report the injunction 
was issued? 
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{(!) W ill the Hoii’ble Member be jileasetl to lay ou the table 
of any i iiles or circulars ior the ^^*ui(laiice of officers jegardiug allowing 
or disallowing of sacrifices in villages? 

(0 If there be none, will the Hon’ble Member be jdeased to state 
whether it is in the contemplation of the tTovernment to issue a 
communique lor the edifit>ation of the Mussalmans as to the conditions- 
and circumstances under which a cow-sacriticc may be allowed lor the 
first time in the village? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): in) Seven villages. 

{h) In six villages orders were issued alter personal enipiiries by 
the Subdivisional (HHcers con(*erned and in one village after local 
investigation by a sui>erior indice officer. 

(c) A statement is laid on the table. 

{(1) (lovernment are not juejiaied 4o lay on the table any copy of 
instructions which have been issued to their officers. 

(<) Does not arise. 


Statement referreiJ to in the an.urer to claunc (r) of starred questior^ 
Xo. ft (priiuj particulars on the points. 


(i) 


«u) 

(itJ) 

Name> of villages. 


Number of 
hoTiseholders, 

Distance of the near<‘«t 

Nationality of the 
IMTson on whoso 
report the Injunc- 
tion was issued. 

Police-stations. 

Hindus 

IMuliani- 

iiiadans 

proposed place of 
sacrifice. 

Khamia 

Duriiuria 

300 

35 

200 Aurd.H 

Hindu. 

Chandaniniahal 

Daulatpiir . . 

274 

1S3 

i mile 

Hindu. 

Madanpur 

Kalarou 

37 

42 

Hindu house, 250 yards 
Hindu shrine, 2(K> jards. 

Hindu. 

Satpota 

Kalnroa 

21 

3H 

75 \ards 

Hindu 

Ranikrishnapore 

Kalnroii 

05 

44 

Hindu slirlne, 1(K) yards 

Muliainmadan, corro- 
iHirated hy Hindu. 

Jainagore 

Kaiaroa 

103 

27 

250 yards. Proiaised 

place situated on dfbot- 
tar propi-rty. 

Hindu. 

Clianda 

Kalaroa 

20 

IH 

150 >nrd» from a Hindu 
house and a Hindu 
shrine 

Hindu. 


Mauivi 8HAM8UR-RAHMAN: Is the list complete? 


The Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It is the list w’hich has- 
been furnished by the District Magistrate. 
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Maulyi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: U the Hon'hle Memf)er aware that 
in Kharia village in J^aikpicha thana a notification was issued to the 
vi 1 1 alters? 

"ihe Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: If the hon'ble member will 
j’ive me pai-ticulars ot the case, I shall eiuiuiie about it. 


Telegraphic communication between the mainland and the island of 
Sandwip in Noakhaii, proposal for. 

*10. Babu AMARENDRA NATH (iHOSE: (a) Will the Run lile 
Member in ('har^»'e of the Depaitmeiit of Commerce be pleased to state 
what Hteps have been taken by them since the withdrawal of the Reso- 
lution in the Ben^'al Legislative (’oiincil in April, lb‘21, by Babu Annada 
(diaraii Dutta re^ardin<; the establishment ot telegraphic communica- 
tion between the mainland and the island of Sandwip in the district of 
Noakhaii ? 

(h) Do the (iovernment contemplate bearing- a substantial portion 
of the n^Mirrin^*' chai^ms mentioned in the proceedings of the Ifengal 
Legislative Louncil b\ the Hoidble Member in chaig(‘ ( /'/dc Bengal 
liegislative (’ouncil Proceedings, Volume 1, pages LhScS and 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. Marr): (o) The attention of the (-ommi>sioner ot the 
Uhittagong Division was diawn to the sulistaiice of Babu Annada 
Charan Dutta’s Resolution and Sir John Kerr's lejily. His attention 
was also drawn to the revised estimate referred to in Sir John Kerr’s 
speech, but up to the present the guarantee reijuired by the Telegraph 
Department lias not been furnislied by the local residents. 

(h) Government are unable to undertake any liability with regard 
to the charges. Under the new order issued by the (b)vernment of 
India in 19‘J4 the liability is now double what it was in 19!il. 


Detenu Srijut Naresh Chandra Chaudhuri. 

•11. Babu PRABHU DOYAL HIMAT8INCKA; (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to 
«tate — 

(i) the condition of health of Srijut Naresh Chandra Chaudhuri 

of Namibia (Bajitpur) when he was detained under the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act; 

(ii) whether he was operated on for appendicitis during his 

detention in jail; 
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(///) whether h(‘ siitlered from aii attack of paralysis while in jail; 

(iv) whethei' he was attacked with fever and pneumonia while 
interned ; 

(r) whether he was attacked with pleurisy and double i)neiimonia 
a^,^un while interned; 

(ri) whether Naresh Balm was refused the medical expenses when 
he W’as attacked with pneumonia for the second time diirin^^ 
internment ; 

(vu) whether (jovernnient asked him to engage private doctors 
immediately by telejjfram on his application for medical 
helj) ; 

{rni) if so, what was then the reason of refusing him thc‘ expenses 
inc urred foi' engaf»-ing juivate dcM'tors; and 

(hr) whether Naiesh Balm has bemn in indiftercMit hcmlth when he 
was released (conditionalfy) ? 

(h) Is the Ilon’ble M<‘ml>er aware that Naresh Balm had an 
attack of double* pneumonia shortly after his c*onditional relc*as(* while 
he was still unch*! the o])eiation of the Ben‘»’al ('riminal Law Amend- 
ment Act y 

(c) If so, what did the (fovernmeiit do lor his tieatim*!!! 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) u) He suhered from 
an attack of hejiatitis shortly after his arre^st unclei the* Bengal Criminal 
]jaw Amendment Act. 

{n) lie was removed from jail and operated on foj- ajipemlieitis at 
the* Sambhii Nath I’andit Hos])itaL 

(///) He developed symptoms of j>aralysis of ct*rtain muscles of his 
ri^ht arm and was ^iven electric treatment for this. 

(?r) Yes. 

(r) Yes. 

(vi) and inn) As the Civil Sur^^eon arranged for his treatment by 
deputing a sub-assistant surgeem, payment of a bill submitted by the 
detenu for medical assistance which he called in without reference to 
the authorities was refused. 

(vii) No. 

(ir) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No application for assistance or treatment was addressed to 
Government. 


3 
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Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: With reference to {vi) and {viii), 
will the Hon’hle Member be pleased to state what sort of medical 
assistance was called in by the detenu in question? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not know the names 
01 the qualifi(;ations of the doctors called in. 


Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I enquire whether the Hon’ble 
Member is entitled to put certain statements in the paper without 
enquiring fully into the matter? What is the j>ood of giving these 
vague answers? 

(No answer was given). 


Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will the Jl.urble Member be pleased 
to state wliether it is one of the conditions of tin* detention that a 
detenu must be treated by a j)articular man and not by any body else? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No, but i f The detenus 
ex])ect (Government !(► pay the fees the\ must consult (to\ eminent 
befoie incurring the expenditure, 

llabu Manmatha Nath Roy asked a sup})lementary (juestion which 
was not heaid at the leporters’ table. 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not know. But 1 will 
eiKiuire if the hon’ble member so wishes. 

Babu Manmatha Nath Roy again asked a supplementary (]uestioii 
which was not heard at the reporters’ table. 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not know. 


Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: With reference to answers to 
questions (vi) and (vin), is it not a fact that the sub-assistant surgeon 
deputed by the Civil Surgeon was an unqualified man — at least he was 
not as fit a physician as the doctor called in by the detenu? 


The Hon’ble Mr, W. D. R. PRENTICE: Being a sub-assistant 
surgeon he has qualifications which are recogniised. 
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Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: Will the Hoirhle Member be 
pleased to state it it is the rule of the Ooveruiiieiit that detenus 
suft'erinof fi-oin pneumonia have j?ot to wait for Government sanction 
before calling in dof'toiN? 


The Hon’bte Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: There is no such nile. 


Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: AVith reference to (c) will the 
Hon’ble Alember be pleased to state it any a])plication for financial 
assistance will be considered by Governments 


The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That is a hypothetical 
question, T ^iil^rnit. 

Local Boards. 

M2. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: {a) Will tin Ibm bic 

Alinister in charge of the Department of Local Selt'-( ioverinnejit be 
pleased to state whethei' it is in the contein])lati(m of Government to 
abolish local boaids? 

(h) If so, do the Government intend to introduce* any Dill with a 
^iew tf) amend the Local Self-Government Act. If so, wlnm ^ 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) md (h) 

^Jhese matters are under consideiation, but Governimmt have not 
arrived at an> final decision. 


Typists and copyists of courts. 

*13. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: W^ith refert‘nce to the fejdy 
given to unstarred (luestion No. 44 on the 20th February, 1028, will the 
Hon’ble Alember in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
state — 

(?) whether the examination of the earnings of typists and copyists 
has been finished ; 

(??) if so, what are the results of such examination; and 

(???) whether any scheim^ has been framed or is under contempla- 
tion, for improving the pay and prosi)ects of typists and 
copyists? 



QUESTIONS. 
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MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr W. D. R. Prentice): (/) and di) No. The fi^rures of 1921 and 192G 
have been examined. A statement is laid on the table. 

(ni) Orders have been issued that no new appointments are to be 
made to fill up vacancies until the standard of lemuneration prescribed 
by the Hon’ble High Court has been reached. The earnings will be 
ima'eased by a reduction in the staff. 


Stcitv 7 ii€iit Tcfctrcd to the reply to chivses (i) mid (/?) of storred question 
No. Id, showing the earnings of copyists and typists in 1926 and 
the nuinher of copyists and typists in 1926 and 1921. 


DiHtnci. 


Bankura 

Birbhum 

Burdwaii 

Hooghly 

Midnapore 

24-ParganaH 

Nadia 

Murahidabad 

Jessoro 

Khulna 

Dacca 

Myinonsingh 

Fandpur 

Bakarganj 

KajHhahi 

Dinajpur 

Rangpur 

Pabna-B«)gra 

Chittagong 

Noakhali 

Tipj^ora 


Earning in 
192f). 

Number of copyists and 
typists in — 

1926. 

1921. 


Rh. 








32 

and 49 

22 

and 

3 

31 

and 

3 

31 


50 

16 


3 

20 

,, 

3 

3) 


50 

20 


12 

27 

,, 

13 

27 


46 

35 


18 

35 


19 

31 


52 

40 


13 

51 


15 

34 


53 

34 


22 

43 

,, 

23 

30 


46 

13 


14 

18 

,, 

14 

33 


53 

13 


4 

19 

,, 

4 

25 


41 

19 


15 

36 


4 

33 


5H 

29 


6 

33 

*» 

6 

3K 


67 

43 


20 

48 


21 

32 


61 

65 


22 

85 


27 

21 


61 

31 


12 

39 


12 

34 


51 

34 


16 

43 

,, 

19 

36 


56 

19 

,, 

8 

25 

,, 

4 

44 


67 

9 


7 

14 


7 

31 


55 

26 


10 

34 

,, 

10 

29 


50 

29 


10 

30 


10 

30 


52 

51 


7 

56 

,, 

7 

42 


68 

22 


10 

32 


11 

37 

” 

70 

35 


16 

39 


14 


Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Him’ble Member be pleased 
to stale how Governmeut jnopose to rediiie the staff ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; As appointments fall vacant, 
they will not be filled up until the proper proportion of typists and 
copyists has been arrived at. 

Maulvl TAMIZUDtllN KHAN: Within what period of time will 
it reach the prescribed standard P 

The Hon'ble M-r. W. D. R. PRENTICE; I cannot say. 
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Filling up vacancies in the ministerial staff by the District Judge, 

Dacca. 

M4. Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN 8ARKER: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Jiidieial Department be pleased to state 
whether there is anV general principle and procedure to be adopted and 
observed by the District Judg-es in the Presidency of Benj^al in fillinjj: 
up A’acancies in the ministerial staff of the Oivil Courts'^ 

(h) If the answer to (nt is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state* the rules ^ 

(r) Is it a fact that vacancies occurring in the* ministerial staff of 
the Distiict Judge of Dacca are not notified 

((/) Is it a fact that the District Judge of Da(*ca has of late filled 
u]) two vacancies in the ministerial staff, by ai>]vointing two noii- 
matriculat(*d candidates in supersessi^m of the claims of more ijualified 
candidates, some of whom weie graduates and under-graduates!^ 

(c) Will the Iloirble Membe*! in charge of the Judicial Dei>ailment 
be pleased to state whethei there was any applicant, for tin* said two 
vacant jwists, belonging to tin* dej/iessed community? 

(/) If the ansver to tc) is in tin* affirmative, will the llon’ble 
Member be pleas(‘d to state his ((ualifications ? 

(//) Will the llon’ble Memb<‘r be ]>leased to state* the reason why 
his case was not taken into consideration, in pursuance of the* liberal 
jK)lic\ of the (Tovernnient towaids the ba<*kward community? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) T nder see lion JO, 
Civil Courts Act, ISST, District Judges have the jaiwer te> api>e)int 
the ministerial officers of their eourts anel are not subjee-t to the cemtrol 
of the leical (lovernment in this matte*r. 

(/>) Deies not aiise. 

(r) No: there weie d50 apjilieations feu* twei j)ermanent and two 
temjxirary vae'ancies. 

if] ) No: the api>ointments weue made by the District Judge on the 
meiits of the applie-ants. (lovernnient have no informatiem regarding 
the educational epialifications eif the various c.andidates. 

(e) and if) Canned be ascertained as the applicatiems were returned 
by the District Judge. 

ig) All cases were duly considered by the District Judge. 



^ QUESTIONS. [9th Jui.y 

Closing of courts and ofVIcos for oolipses. 

•15. Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Meml)er iu charge of the Judicial and Political Departments be 
pleased to state what is the rule as rc'gards closing the courts and 
offices subordinate to the Government of Bengal on the occasion of a 
solar or lunar eclii)8e? 

(h) Is it in the contemplation of Government to make an order 
making it ohligutoiy on all heads of offices and courts to close their 
lespective offices and courts on the day of any solar eclipse and the 
day following a lunar esclij)se instead of leaving it to tht‘ discretion 
of such officers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Uj) The High <ourt, 
under the power vested in it by section 15 of the (^ivil Court’s Act, 
1(S87, [uc'pares a list of holidays each year to he observed by the civil 
courts. Holidays on the (Xicasion, of either the solar or lunar eclipse 
are not in this list. 

As regards revenue and magisterial coiii ts, the niembei’ is referred 
to rules 24(i (tr) and 25‘f of the Practice and Pr()C(‘diii‘e Manual, 
1918. (\)py of the lules is ])laced on the ta])le. Tin* High Court 

has also directed that in addition to notified holidays civil courts shall 
remain closed on such days as are observed as local holidays in the 
executive offices. 

(5) No. 

Ihdes referred to tJte repli/ to clause (a) of starred question No. Id. 

THE BENGAL PKAtTICE AND PBOC^EDEBE MANUAL, 1918. 

Chapter YI. 

Holidays. 

246. The holidays given in public* offices are divided by the Gov- 
ernment of India into four classes: — 

(0 

(«0 

(ill) 

(fr) Local holidays not announced by the local Government, but 
given at the discretion of the district authorities on the 
oc(*asion of a local fair or festival or for some other reason. 

* * * » « 

253 ^ statement showing the local holidays 

allowed in each distnct in Bengal and included in class (?r), will be 
found in Api>endix I to this chapter. The local holidays observed in 
each district shall be restricted to those shown in column 3 of the 
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statement and where their number exceeds the prescribed limit of 
seven whole days in the year, the holiday or holidays shown in column 
6 of the apjiendix shall be piven up as a set-off against this excess 
number. In cases wheie the numlHU* falls short of seven, no addition 
may be made to the appendix without the express sanction of (lovern- 
inent. This will not, however, aft'ect the grant at the disiuetion of dis- 
trict authorities of holidays on the sjK‘cial occasions of a solar or lunar 
eclipse, nor will they deprive Muhammadan, Brahino, llhutia and 
Jain officers of the special holiday pcrnii.ssible to them. 


APJ»ENI)IX I. 

(Rclk 25;].) 


Statement shoiniu) the Jaeiil hohdtti/s alhnred in eaeh distriet in Tienqal, 


Division 

Dintrici 

• 

Namt' of local holida\s 

Number 
of 
da vs 

Tune 

Holidnvs luider the 
^e^rotlable Ins 
tnimentB Act to 
he reclaced by 
the local holi- 
days in e\(‘ess of 
scA cn 

1 



4 


n 

Hurd wan 

Iliirduan .. 

rttara\nn or Makar 
Sankranti 

S'varaln 

Holi (or Dlmlat followinu 
the Dol .latra). 

Hath Jntra 

Nandofsah (the da\ 
follow in« .Taiiinastaiiii) 
Rhratntlwitiva 

Kartik I’uja 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Juniiary 

Fehriiarv or 

Mareli 

Mar<h 

•lime or Jiilv 
Aumist or Seji* 
tern her 

October or No- 
\ ember 

Nhn emlicr 




Total 

7 




nirbhum . . 

Cattle .show 

Kendiih or .loydeh Mela 

Rakreswar Mela 
Mnkhtear’s Kail Puja 
Kaiidha and Rhaudir- 
hari Rath .latra 
Rhratridwitiva 

Oo'hta Ashtanii 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

January or Eel)- 
ruarv 

Janiiarv or P'eh- 
riiarv . 

March. 

April 

June or July, 

Oftoher or No- 
vember. 

NovemlM-r 




Total 

7 




Rankura 

Rhratridwitiva 

Rankura Exhibition 

1 

1 

October or No- 
vember 




ToO»I 

2 




Midnaporo . . 

rttaravan Sankranti . 
Snaratri 

Rath .latra 

Ulta Rath or Punar 
Jatra 

Rhratridwitiva 

Ras Jatra . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Janunrv 

Kebriiarv tjr 

March 

l-June or July 

Octol>er or No- 
vember 
November 




Tot4»l 

C 
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DIvWon. 

District. 

Narno of local hoHdayis. 

Niunhcr 

of 

daj s. 

Time. 

Holidays under the 
Negotiable Ins- 
truments Act to 
be replaced by 
the local holi- 
days in excess of 
seven. 

1 

2 


4 

5 

6 


Burdwan 


Proflldonri’ 



ToUl 
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Division. 

District. 

i'JHinc of locnl holidavs. 

Niiinhe 

4.f 

days 

r 

Time. 

H()lida\s under the 
Negotiahle Ins- 
trunients Aet to 
1 k' ix'plared hy 
till* loeal holl- 
da\ s in e\ee8.s of 

1 so\ en 

1 



4 

•• 

1 

Dacca 

Dacca 

.Si\ar.itri 

Ashtami or Drahinaputra 
Snan 

Hf^ngali New Year's Dav 
hashti J*nja 

1 

1 

1 

Fehrnarv or 

Man h 

Ai.ril. 

A]»ril 

June. 




Total 

4 




Afyniciisingh 

Sivaratn 

Ashtaini or Hraliinaputra 
Snan 

hl-ul-K>tr (extra (la>) 
Id-uz-Zuha (txtru da^ ) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Fehniary or 

March. 

Aftrii 




lotal 

• 

4 






Fnridpur 

Ih)l .latra 
si\aratri 

Mcrigali New Year’s I)a\ 
Katli Jatra 

I 

1 

1 

1 

Man h 

Fehniar\ or 

March. 

\pril 

June or J Illy 




Total 

4 




Dakarganj 

1 ttaravan or Pans San- 
kraiiti 

Si\ara(n (the daj follow 
mg) 

J>ol .latra (extra da\ ) 
Pengali .N<‘a Year's I)ay 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

January 

Fehnjary or 

.March 

March. 

April 




Total 

4 



Chittagong . , 

Chittagong 

Si\Hralri 

llengali New Year’s Da\ 
Dot .latra 

Asokasfann 

Kani Nahaiiii 

Nag Sankranti 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

f*’hruar> or 

March 

April. 

March 

At>ril. 

Do. 

August 




Total 

7 




Tippera 

Sivarnt ri 

Itengali New Year’s Dav 
hath .latra 

1 ttaruyun 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Fehniary or 

March 

April. 

June or July. 
January 




Total 

4 




^oakhaJl 

Si\aratri 

Dol .latra 

Bengali New Year’s Day 
Nag Hankranti 
rttarayan 

1 

1 

I 

I 

February or 

March. 

March. 

April 

August 

Januar}'. 




Total 

6 




Chittagong 

Hill Tracts. 

Mohaniuni Mela 

IL’ 

April 

Days. 

Hripanchainl 1 

Jagadhatri 1 

I'uja. 

(halt San- 1 

kranti 

Janmasittnini 1 

Mahaiaya 1 






ToUl . . 6 
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DiviHion. 

Difitrlct. 

Name of local holidays. 

Number 

of 

daya. 

Time. 

Holidays under the 
Negotiable Ins- 
truments Act to 
be replaced by 
the local holi- 
days In excess of 
seven. 

1 

2 

S 

4 

f) 

6 

JUjHhahl . . 

Kajshahi . . 

Raninl Ganga Snan 
SIvaratrl 

Rath Jntra 

1 

1 

1 

March or April. 
Pcbniarv or 

March 

June or July. 




Total 

3 




Dinajpnr 

Bhratri<lw1tlya 

Ra» Jatra . 

1 

1 

October or Nov- 
(‘inber 
November. 




Total 

2 




JaipaiKuri . . 

Sara«»watl Puja (extra 
(lav) 

I)ol .latra (extra day) . . 
Hivaratn . 

Manasha Piij.a i 

1 

Januarj or Feb- 




1 

1 

1 

March 

Pel»niar\’ or 

March 

AugiHt. 




Total’ 

4 




Darjcoliiij? . 

Phrutndwitiva 

Rath .latra 

Hivaratn 

M-ul-Kitr (extra da\ ) 
ld-U7-Zuha (extra <lavt 
Akhiri t'hahar Shandai 
Hlialci-lJarat 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

October nr Nov- 
ember 

June or .Tul\ . 
February or 

Marcli 




T(.tal 





Kangpur 

Hivaratn 

Ashtarni or Rrahinajxitra 
Snan 

1 

1 

februnrv or 

March 

April 




Total 

2““ 




liogra 

Hanini Ganua Snan 
.lainiritola Pair 

Hath Jatra 

1 

J 

1 

March or April. 

June or July. 




Total 

3 




Pabna 

Katanti Kalika Puja .. 

Rath Jatra 

1 

1 

January or Fe- 
bruary 

June or July. 




Total 

2 




Malda 

SIvaratrl 

Raruni Gainza Snan 
Ratnkall Pair 

Coronation Exhiliition . . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

February or 

March 

Man'll or April. 




Total 

4 


1 


Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Honble Member be 
pleased to state what possible objections Goveinmeiit have in excluding 
solar or lunar eclipse the list of holidays? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not know what reasons 
Government had when they framed the rule. 
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Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

District and Sessions Judge for Pabna and Bogra. 

1. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI; 

(a) Is tlie Hoii’hle Meiiihej- in of the Judicial Departineiit aware 

of the great difficulties and sutt'erings undergone by Ihe litigant public 
of Bogra uinlei' the present system of having- one District and Sessions 
Judge foj- Pa])iia and Bogra ? 

(h) Is the Ilon'ble Membei aware ot the fact that the j)ublic of 
Bog-ra liave made iej)eated representations to the (fovernnient for the 
posting of a separate Distjict and Sessions Judge at Bogra? 

{('} Will the lloirble Member be pleased to state foi' how iminy days 
the District Judge was engaged during the years and in dis- 
posing Bog-ra T\orks, both civil and criminal? 

(d) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state lor the years 
1925, 192() and 1927 the numbei of under-trial prisoneis committed to 
the Sessions, whose trials {-ould not l)e taken up foi want of time of 
the Sessions Judge? 

(e) How many cases tabled i<u one session liad to stand over the 
next session for want of time dining the years 1925, 1929 and 1927? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is in 
the contemplation of the (joveinment to post a separate District and 
Sessions Judge at Bogia in the near future? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Several petitions 
representing these difficulties were received. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) 1920 — 189 days tor criminal work; 3 days for civil work. 
1927 — 109 days foi criminal work; 2 days tor civil work. 

(d) 1925—50; 1926—28; 1927—54. 

(e) A statement is placed on the table. 

(/) No- 
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Statevient referred to in the reply to clause (e) of unstarred question 
No. 1. showing number of ca^es tabled for one session which had 
to stand over for the ne.rt sesswn for want of time of the Sessions 
Judge during the years ]f)2Jy 1926 and 1927. 


1925. 

February Session 
May Session 
August Session 
Novenib<^r St^ssion . . 

1926. 

February Session 
May Session 
August Session 

Novemlx^r Session . . 

1927. 

February Session 
May Session 
August Session 

November Session . . 


2 eases tabled for February Session had to stand over 
to the next session for want of time of the 
Sessions Judge. 

4 eases tabled for May Session had to stand over 
to the next session for want of time of the 
Sessions Judge. 

10 eases tabled for August Session had to stand over 
to the next session for want of time of the 
Sessions Judge. 

7 eases tabled for November Session had to stand 
over to the next session for want of time cf 
the Sessions Judge. 


4 ease's tabled for February Session had to stand over 
t ) the next session for want of time of the 
• Sessions Judge. 

3 eases tabled for May Session had to stand over 
to the next sfission for want of time of the 
Sessions Juilge. 

2 ea.si's tabled for August Session had to stand over 
to till' next w'Hsion for want of tune of the 
Sessions Judge 

Nil. 


1 ease tabled for Fe bruary Si'ssion had to stand over 
to the lu'xt se'.ssKin for want of time of the 
Se'ssions Juelge'. 

4 ease's tabled for Mav Se'ssion had to stand over 

to the' next session for want of time of the 
Sessions Judge. 

5 easels tabled for August Sf'ssion had to stand over 

to the next session for want of time of the 
Sessions Judge. 

6 eases tabled for November Session had to stand 

over to the next session for want of time of 
the Sessions Judge. 


Cost of construction of the quarters for the Additional Sessions 
iludge at Bogra. 

2. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

Will the Hon'ble Member in rharge of the fFuclifial Department be 
pleased to state the cost incurred by the (lovernment in constructing 
the quarters and court buildings for the District Judge at Bogra? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The cost of construction 
of the quarters for the Additional Sessions Judge at Bogra was 
Rs. 74,dd6 (including^the co.st of land Rs. 14,188) and the cost of the 
combined court buildings for the Sessions Judge, Subordinate Judge 
and Additional Munsif, Bogra, was Rs. 1,21,888 (including cost of 
land Rs. 9,507). 
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Cost of transmission of documents from the district record room 
at Pabna to Bogra. 

3. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

(a) Will the Hoiri)le Member in charjre of the Juili(*ial Department 
be pleased to state for the years J92o, ]92() and 1927 the aniount of 
money spent in the civil (‘ourts at Jlo^ra under the head “ cost of 
calling for documents from the distri(‘t record room at Pahnu 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that re(‘oi-ds (*alled for from the Pabna record room do not arrive 
in proper time very often 

(r) How many lecoids were called for during- the years 1929 and 
J927P 


The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PREATICE: t*'/) The amount of money 
spent as cost of transmission of documents from the district ie(M)i(l 
room at Pabna to ]h)^»*ra was Ks. 9‘Uh Ks. S19 and Ps. 775 for the 
years 1925, 1920 and 1927, respectively. 

(6) No. 

(r) l,()9d and 1,035 records were called for from the Pabna record 
room during’- the years 1920 and 1927, resi)ectively. 


Increase of crime in certain areas of Murshidabad. 

4. Mahara] Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY: (o) Is the 

]lonT)le Membei* in char^rt' of the Police l)ej)artment aware of the 
increase of ciime at (lokarna, Saktipur and Doulatahad in the Muisbi- 
dahad district P 

(5) If the answer to (ft) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member l)e pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of (lov- 
ernment to reconsider the (jiiestion of re-establishing’ the police-stations 
W’hich have been abolished P 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Oo (joveiTiment are aware 
that there has been an incTease of crime in these areas. 

(b) If crime continues to increase (Government will (consider 
whether the establishment of additional police-stations is necessary. 
Meanwhile Government are carefully watching the situation with a 
view to taking any action w^hich may be considered necessary to put 
a stop to criminal activities in these localities. 
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Medical School at Berhampore. 

5. MaharaJ Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY: (a) Will the 
Hon’hle Minister in ehaige of the Department of Local Self-Goveni- 
inent be pleased to state whether there is any possibility of the opening 
of the proposed Medical School at Berhampore in the near future? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason of the 
delay that has already occurred in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) So far as 

can be foreseen at present the school is likely to be opened in July, 

1929. 

(h) The scheme involves certain additions to the local hospital 
besides those which have aln^idy been constru(*led. The project as a 
whole cannot be sanctioned until final plans and estimates for these 
addilions have lu'en submitted to Go\(*rnment and ai>}>roved. Further- 
more, ther(‘ has been delay in* rc^alising the local contributions; only a 
fraction of the amount promised had been j)aid up so f'ai*. 

Assistant Sub- Inspectors of the Calcutta Police. 

6. Maharaj Kumar SRIS CHANDRA NANDY: {a) Will the 
llon’ble Member in charge of the ]h)lice J)e]>artment be pleas(‘d to 
state whether the Assistant Sub-Insj)ectovs ol' the Calcutta Police will 
particij>ate in th(' increment to be given to othcers of the Calcutta Police 
force as stat(‘(l in the budget speech? 

(h) If the answer to (//) is in the lu'gativc, will the llon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons which have weighed with him 
in leaving them out? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: tn) No. 

{!)) More than sufheient candidates of a suitable type are available 
for appointment as Assistant Sub-Inspectoi> on the prevailing scale of 
jiay, and in the present state of the finances of the province (jovern- 
ment do not feel justified in recommending any increase. Further, 
Assistant Sub-Inspectors have good prosiiects of promotion to higher 
ranks. 


D4tenu 8rijut Dhirendranath Mukharji. 

7, Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

{a) the date o7i which Srijut Dhirendranath Mukharji was 
, arrested; 

{[)) when he was ordered domicile; 

(c) where he has been domiciled; 



1928 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


47 


{(]) whether the CT()\einmeiit is aware that Raiiij>al is an extiemely 
malarious pla(‘e ; 

(e) whether the Government is aware that detenus, who were 
previously interned at Rampal, eontraited malaria: and 
(/) whether the (Tovernment is eonsidering’ the dt*siialiility of 
transierrin^ him to a lu'althier placed 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: {a) Kith Au^»ust, \\m. 
(h) November, 19127. 

(r) First at Khona ; then at Udaypur. 

(d), (e) and (/) Do not aii.se. 

Mr. 8UBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon ble Member be 
pleased to state where the detenu in (juestion is now residin^»-y 

The Hon*ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 would ask for fresh 
notice. I do not know whether he i« still in domicile. 

Mr. 8UBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Will the llon'ble Member be 
pleased to state whether Udaipur is a healthy placer' 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not know. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the lloirble Member, who 
is a J>uh 1. U. S 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Gujjta, I am afraid ] cannot allow that 
question if you ])ut it in that form. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the ilon’ble .M(‘mbei say 
wh\ in answeiin'i* tlm^b qiiotioits he appeals to know so little. 

(No answej- was f^aAen.') 


Detenu Satish Chandra Chakrabarty. 

8. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will the llon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political I)e])artment be pleased to state — 

(a) when Srijut Satish Uhandra Chakrabarty of Raruli (district 
Khuhia) was arrested under the opeiation of Bengal Regu- 
lation 111 of 1818; 

{h) whether Srijut Chakrabarty is now under the oiKuation of 
the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1925; 

(c) whether Srijut (’hakrabarty has been suffering from filaria ; 
{(J) what the Government propo.ses to do for the medical treat- 
ment of Srijut Chakrabarty till he is comi)letely cured of 
his illness; and 

(e) whether the Government intends to release him immediately P 
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The Hon’We Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: ia) On 18th January, 1924. 

ih) Yes. 

(c) He has been siiiferin^** from filariasis. 

(fj) As the detenu has expressed a jueference for treatment by 
hahirajes to that ])y (iovernment\s medical officers, Government do not 
propose to take any action. 

(p) He has already been released subject to the (Conditions mentioned 
in section 11(«), {h) and (c) of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
A(ct, 1925. 


State prisoner Satish Chandra Pakrasi. 

9. Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Ilon’ble Member 
in charge (d the Political Depaitment be pleased to state — 

{a) whether it is a fact that wlnuj Srijiit Satish Chandra Pakrasi 
was granted leave for a month to s(‘e his sick parents at 
his native village Madhahdi, district Dacca, police escorts 
were jdaced in front of his house to watch th(‘ movements 
of people to and from his home; 

{b) whether it is a fact that the police escorts, so phuced, used 
to interfere with the movements of ladies to and from the 
house ; 

(c) whether Srijut Pakrasi remonstrated with the jxdice foi’ this; 

((/) whether this had something to do with his sudden removal 
from home back to Dac(‘a jail within a few days of his 
arrival at home; and 

(e) if this was not the case, the reason for such behaviour? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; (a) Satish Chandra 
Pakrasi, whilst a State prisoner under Regulation III, was granted 
leave to see his parents who were ill. No period of leave was fixed. 
He was accompanied by an escort as is usual under such conditions. 

(b) , (r) and (d) Answer is in the negative. 

(c) He was taken back to Dacca after being allowed to remain at 
home for four days, because while a State prisoner he could not be 
permitted to remain at his home indefinitely. 
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Water-scarcity in Murshidabad. 

10. MaharaJ Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA HANDY: Ui) Is the Hoii ble 
Minister in chaifre of the Dejiartinent of Local Selt-(Toveniment aware 
of water-seareity in the district of Miir.shidahad ? 

(h) If the answer to (//) is in the affirmative, will the Ifon’hle 
Minister be jdeased to state whether the Oovernment is in a j>osition to 
]irepare a scheme and ju-ovide money for removing- the scarcity 
peimanently ? 

TheHon’Me 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: p/) Oovernment 
liave no siiecial infoimation, Imt ai(‘ a\\ar(‘ that there is a general 
scarcity of fjood drifikin^- watei in the iiiral areas of Ihoi^al. 

ih) (rovernment aie ]>it‘pai('d to advance money to district l)oai“ds 
for the ])rovis]on of sources of wat(‘i-supi)ly and to assist them to meet 
the loan charges by making* a recurrnio' jarrant of lls. lakhs a year. 
Oovernment’s policy in this respect is set forth in Circulars Nos. lOd-lOT 
T.r.IL of 28th Ma>, 1928, and Nos. 184-88 T.IMI. of 14th June, 192;’ 
copies of which are laid on the table. 


Circulars referred to in the rejdtj to clause {h) of unstarred question 

i\o. JO. 

JSos. Jfto-VC T . P . //., doled Dorjcelnifi, the dSth Moi/, /92-V, from the 
Secretary to the (Jorern inent of IJenyal, to all Pomnnssioners of 
Dinswns. 

I am directed to addiess you on the subject of th(‘ im])rovement 
cf rural water-supply in llcm^al liy advancing loans to district ])oai’ds. 
The adoption of a loan poli(‘y for ruial watei -su])])ly was discusstul at 
ii conference of the distiict boai’d reiuesenlati\es hehl at the (loviM'n- 
ment House on 8rd Hecenilier, 1927, at the instance of the llon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-(iovernment l)e})artment. There 
was a consensus of opinion in faAour of adopting such a jwdicy, and 
if the delegates present at the conference coii(‘ctly veuced the o[)inion 
of district boards, it may be assumed that the policy in general will 
commend itself to the boards. Indeed the conference pass(‘d an unani- 
mous resolution accepting the loan jiolicy that was explained to the 
members of the conference. 

2. It is proposed that the juesent loan will be available only for 
^lources of water-supply which, with due attention to maintenance and 
reixiirs, will be more or less of a permanent character. In any case 
the sources of such supply should last with arrangements for mainte- 
nance and repairs for at least 25 to 80 years — the pr(>posed iieriod of 
the service of the loan not being less than 25 years. 


4 
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3. During the period of the service of the loan the district boards 
will have to undertake the f(Jlowing responsibilities : — 

(/) Punctual payment of the amount that may be fixed as the 
board’s share of the interest and sinking fund — the actual 
rate to be communicated to the Ixmrds later on, after appli- 
cations from different boards have been received and an 
aiJ})roximate idea ol the total amount has been ascertained. 
The boards, however, can proceed on the assumption that 
their share of the interest and sinking fund on the total 
loan will not exceed 4’5-()ths pel cent. i)er annum. 

(//) The bimrds must keep eaidi source of supply consti ucted out 
of the Joan fund in j)ro]>e] rejiaii- and maintenance as a 
wlndesome source (.f water-supply fit for human 
consumption. 

(lu) On failure of either \)i , these conditions, Oovernment will 
reserve to themselves the right in case of (/) of deducting' 
the amount defaulted from the augmentation giant of the 
boaids, and in cas<‘ of (//) of spending the amount neces- 
sai'y to render the sourc(‘ of wat(‘r-su]>ply fit foi human 
consumjition and of deducting the total of such exjiendi- 
ture from the augmentation grant oi the board. In case 
the augmentation giant do(*s not prove sufficient, (lovernmeut 
will retain the right of realising tln^ ex])enditure inclined 
on (‘itlier of tlu'se two heads from the board. 

{//’) The boards will also maintain a s(‘])arate list of sources ol 
water-su])]dy constructiMl (»ut of tlu‘ loan fund tog(‘ther with 
the amount of exjMMiditure im-uried on thtuii, so that neces- 
sary facilities for insjection and lepoit may exist. 


4. As was exidained hy the Hon’ble Minister in his speech at the 
district board conference on the 3rd Deiember last, (io\e]'nment will 
contribute a sum eijual to half the amount set apart by the district 
boards for the smvice of the loan as their share of the interest and 
sinking fund so far as is possible within the limits of the regular 
(jovernment grant of Its. ‘J.t lakhs a year. It will be safe to proceed 
on the basis that the total amount that will be necessary to set apart 
for interest and sinking fund will not exceed 7j per cent. It may 
jierhaps be a little less than the figure mentioned. Out of the per 
cent, the district boards will have to pay not exceeding 4*5-6ths per 
cent, as their share ^of the interest and sinking fund charges, and 
Oovernment will pay not exceeding 2-5-12ths jier cent, as their share 
of the interest and sinking fund charges up to a limit of Rs. 24 lakhs 
a year. After applications have been received from the variou.s dis- 
trict boards, the position will be examined further, and it may be 
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possible that the total anioiiiit of interest and sinking? fund will be 
less than 7^ per cent., and the boards’ share will accordingly be les.s 
than 4'5-6ths jier (‘ent. 

5. I am next to indicate. In way of illustiation, the cla.sses of 
<<:urces of watei-su])ply on which the piopo.'sed loan money can be 
sj'K'iit. It has already b.een observed that the sources oi sujiply must 
be more or less of a iiermanent nature. Smirces such as tanks, /o/mv/ 
wtdls, and in some distiicts hujuls for damming- drinking wati'r resei- 
voirs, opening out ot dying ri\ers, channels and silted uj) Lhals, to 
the extent only that tliey may s(*rve as souiaa's of wlinli‘sonie (Innkiiig 
water for a ieas(inable numbei oi jH'ojih*, ma_\ 1 k‘ suitable. Olbei' 
sources of a imue tir less jiejinamuit natuie ])ecu]iaj to local <‘onditi.)ns 
may also lu* considcued. I am also to obsei-Nc tliat tliis loan moni*y 
w’ill not be available tor constiintion ol small tula* wtdls with limitt*d 
lives and reciuiring constant attention. Wh(‘th('i‘ a loan jadicy tor a 
comparatively short peri<al is teasible or not for sources ol watm- 
supply through tube w'ells may hav^ to be considi'rod later, but as 
these small tube w’ells obviously cannot have a lif(‘ of 25 or dO yt‘ars 
th(‘ present loan money cannot be utiliscnl loi the construction of such 
tube W’ells. 

G. It is necessary to draw the attention oi the district boai’ds to 
the lact that with the in<-i eased soui(*(*s oi w at(‘i -su})])ly (‘Xiaunliture 
for th(‘ maintenance of such sup])l\ will incri‘as(‘. It should also be 
pointed out that district boards should not use tin* wdioh* of the money 
that they ordinaril\ sjHoid on water-su]>])l\ foi tin* seivici* of this loan, 
or lor the inai iit(*nance charg(*v of m‘w souic4‘s of wat(*i -su])])ly con- 
^ti'iicted out ot tin* loan nioin'x . Tin* iollowing ill ivtiation will ])er- 
lia!"-. be hel])lul in e\]’laining tin* jai'^ition to ^be distiict boards. 

Assuming that a ])articular distiict boaid has b(‘eii spendings 
Its. 5G,0G() annindlv (the a^elag(* amount loi thre(* \(*ais s])(*nt (ui 
original works, sei* column IfS, ioim d, of the statement showing Un* 
exjienditure ot district boards in Ih'iigal), it will not b(* ])iudent lor 
such district board to set ajiart moia* than, sa\, Its. 25,1)00 lor the 
service of the loan, unli'ss of couisc* it can irn-K'asi* its lesouiccs in 
othei' w’ays, ;.c., liy 7(*trein hnn*nt <»r by iner(*ase (d inconn*. 

7. What i*' immediately waiiti'd ol tin* distiict boaids is that they 

should submit to (joveinment as t*ailv as jiossibb*, and not lat(*r than 

the end of Tune next, a stati'inent showing the amount of loan they 
require for this yeai, so that (ioM*inm(*ni may ti\ to arratige about 
tin* loan and to jiay the amount of loan a^kc'd foi rally in the cold 
weather. The district boaids should preiian* a ])rogramme ot thi* work 
which they exjHH-t to be able to carry out befoie the rainy season of 

1929. The wh(de of the yield of this year’s loan need not be spent 

within the current financial year; w’ork left unfinished on dlst March 
may be completed in 1929-dO. It is, how^ever, to be clearly undei stood 
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that the district boards will make themselves responsible for the amount 
of their share of the interest and sinking* funds if they apply for the 
loan, although they may not require the full amount for which they 
have apjdied or are unable to s|>end the whole sum within the period 
estimated. 

8. Survey of the ejistiny sources of v'ater-snpply . — For the state- 
ment that is re(piired by the end of June, a total figure only is recjuired 
without details; but the distri(*t boards should, by the end of August, 
submit a full programme of work showing — 

(ff) details of the sources to be provided, 

(h) amount of loan to ]<e drawn duiing the current year (i.e., a 
re])etition of the figure i(*])oiled in June), 

(c) amount of loan to 1 h' draivn in the coming year, 

{(I) amount (if any) to be drawn in later years. In circular 
Nos. 2()0!2-2()0b P.H. of 21st Nov(‘mber, 1927, you were 
requested to ask the district boards in your division to have 
their water-sup]>ly mai)s and registers completed and kei)t 
uj>-to-date. The information contained in these documents 
should be of material help to the district boards in the 
framing of their proposals. 

9. Choice of ih( source of o'dtcr-sujtply Ifcst to each 

locality . — It will be for the district boards to consider the kind (d 
sources best suited to bual conditions, and they should in this second 
statement furnish estimates as to the numbei' of tanks or othei* sources 
of watei-supply that are proposed, together with estimates of their 
cost. 

10. In this second statement they should also set out how much 
they expect to raise locally and how much they propose to find from 
the loan money. 

11. (loveiiiment will of course reserve to themselves the right of 
advising the district boards and of prescribing how the loan money 
can be l)est utilised, (jovernment will also retain the right of inspec- 
tion and of requiring the district boards to survey existing sources 
of water-supply and to diaw up a piogramme so as to provide the whole 
of each district with adecpiate sources of water-supply within a definite 
period. 

12. After the amount of the loan and the terms of repayment 
have been settled, it will be necessary to discuss and to come to a 
decision on various questions affecting the st)lution of this important 
problem. I am, howtver, at this preliminary stage, to call the atten- 
tion of district boards to the importance of securing adequate local 
contributions, wherever possible, to supplement their loan funds. It 
is expected that the aggregate local contribution should not be less 
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than one-thii(] of the total ex])eii(liture. This does not mean that 
a local contribution of exactly one-third of the cost is expecteil for 
each particular scheme. Well-to-do communities should be expected 
fo provide more, while for some places a contribution of even less 
than one-third will be permissible. There are two other jxnnts whi(*h 
I would mention at this staj’e, namely, that wherever a tank oi well 
is provided out of this loan money, some airan^emmit should b(‘ made 
either with a local authority or one oi‘ more juusoiis of inhueina* in 
the locality who will undertake to do tlnur best to keep the souico 
of water-supply in a wholesonn* condition, Th(‘ next jjoint is that 
wherever th(‘ soui'ce of watm-supidy is such that fish can be hmumI, 
fish shf.uld be leared in sin h soui( «‘ and tlu‘ estimated inconn* Irom 
the sale of fish should be taken into considiuation. 

Id. Government are at the pi(*sent monnuit (‘n^»‘a^’ed in cominpf io 
a decision as to their futiin* ])olic\ foi’ the application of tin* loan 
money, and it is to hv clearlx understoo<l that tin* distiii’t boards will 
be bound by the policy that (inv('rnnn‘irt propose to biv down in future. 
It may, however, be noted that b(*foie coniin<i‘ to a final dindsnui about 
the jiolicy for the ap])lication of tin* loan money, tio-s eminent juojiose 
to consult the iepi(*s(‘ntatives of tin* district boai’ds. 


Xos. 1 Pj4-‘>]S T. P. //., (Jtitrd IhiricchiH), (he J4f]i Junr, from the 

Srcreiorii to the (I'orn inin'/if of UoinioJ, to oil ('omnns.^unura of 
1)1 visions. 

I am directed to addies< yuu on tin* subject of making loans to 
union boai-ds to enable them to execute works td imjuovement , such as 
aie mentioned in sections dO and dl of the Villa<ie Self-Government 
Act, of a more or less permanent nature. Wln*n, f(»r instance, a in*w 
road is opened, the benefit conferred on jieojile ^\h(» use the road is not 
confined to the yeai- of construction only, and the whole cost of the 
work should not fall on the yi(*ld of a single year’s union raft*. If tin* 
union boards can boi-i'ow money at need their sjjheie of usefulness will 
be extended and they \\ ill be able to cany out nioie extensive woiks of 
improvement than if they had to finance all their undei takines from 
current income. 

2. If union boards aie to boiaow, the obvi(»us soujce fioni whi(*h 
loans should be taken is the district fund. For more than one jeason 
Government could not ajiree to lend money direct to union boards 
from provincial funds. The number of union lH)ards in ]len|Tttil 
alieady runs into thousands, and it is impiaeticable for Goveninient 
to act as banker to a vast nundiei of local authorities, especially as in 
the event of default Govcinment have no means of realising aireajs 
except by instructin'^ the rommi^sjoner to take the drasti<' ‘•tep (»f 
removing the preMdent oi- superseding the union board under section 
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oG of tlui Villajre Self-Governiiient Act. Jioans should accordingly be 
taken from the district board as the chief local authority in the dis- 
iricl (liarf>-ed with cmitrol in finamdal and other matters ovei minor 
]Uial self'-j^overnint;* bodies. District boards have powers \\hicli enable 
them (o cnf'o?ce compliance with the terms on whicli loans aie p-] anted 
and can, if necessaiy, apply ])iessure by withholding- o-raiits j)ayal;le 
nndei- section 4o of the Act. 

8. At the same time the fact tliat as a rule the balance at a dis- 
trict board’s disposal is not sufiicient to allow* of advances to union 
boards on any lait»e scale cannot be overlooked, (government (Ministry 
of I^oeal S(‘lf-(TOvernment) are theietore pTe])aied, so far as the state 
of theii- own l)alances and ot their borrowing- (apaeity peiniits to 
adoi)t a ])olic\ of lending- mone> to district boaids in older that tiiey 
in tui-n may »rant loans to union boaids. It has hitheito been sup- 
posed that such a jiolicy would be contiary to the provisions of section 
8 of the Ivoeal Authorities’ Eojins Act (Act IX of 1914), but Govern- 
nient are now advised tliat there is no le^al hai to sinh a procedure. 
I am, tlnuefore, to say that (io\ernmerit are willing to consider ap])li- 
cations f( 0 - loans from district boards who are jnejiared to lend out the 
.sums so borrowed to union boards tor suitable jnojeets of village im- 
pj\)vements, and distiiet boards in muh division nia\ be iniormed 
uccordino'ly. 

4. I am to point out that the district boaids will be wholly res- 
ponsible for the punctual jiaynient ot interest and sinking fund 
char^’es on siudi loans, and default b\ union boards will not e.\eni])t a 
district board from payment ot the full amount due to Government on 
the proper date. To safeguard themselves, therefore, district boards 
will be well advised not to (‘iitertain ajiplicat ions toi- loans from union 
boards unless the followino- conditions are obsei ved : — 

Tile scheme tor the execution of which a loan is recjuired 
should be one which can be undertaken under the Villao*e 
Self-Government A< t and whi(‘h will be of real and la^tiii^- 
benefit to the inhabitants of the union concerned. 

(h) 'File ])eriod of lejiayment should not exceed the effective life 
ot the work to be executed. 

(c) The union board to which a loan is granted must have settled 

down and fi‘ained the confidence of the rate-payers by some 
solid aebievement and must show sifjiis of comparative 
stability; the possibility that when a board is recon.sti- 
tuted the^new' members may repudiate the action of their 
predecessors mu.st be fore.seen and guarded against. 

(d) Ordinarily the loan should not be so large that after meeting 

interest and repayment charges the surplus yield of the 
union rate under section 87(h) will be nil or a very small 
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aiuouiit. This point is i»i particular inip(»rtanu‘ when tlie 
pioposed scheme is one that will benefit a certain propor- 
tion of the residents only. 

(c) In Older that there should })e some <i‘uaraii1(‘e ot jiunctual re- 
payment without ies()rtin <4 to an\ drastic' stc]) such as 
HU})t‘i', session, the sum liUit to a jmiticular union hoard 
should not ordinal ily l)e so 1^*40 that tin' annual e(|Uatc‘d 
jiayments exct'cnl the normal amount ot <^i ant-in-aid uliich 
the district board is prepared to make to that union board 
under section 4d (d the Village' Sell'-(io\ ('rnment Act. 

1 am to add that the late ot inteii'st t(» be charged to union boards 
must not exceed the rate jiayable to (Toverniin'iit on loans taki*n foi 
the jniipose described in this lettei. 

5. 1 am in this connection to leter to circular A'os. lOd-OT T. 

P.H., dated the LhSth ^la\. lelatin^* to a loan pediev tor ruial 

water-supply. The loans taken b> ilistrict bcaiids in ])ursuance of 
that policy should, wiien su[)})h*m('nted b\ local contributions, a 
<*onsiderable wa> towanK piovidin^ souices ot piod w alei -sujijily in 
rural areas. ^luch will, howe\er, lemain to be done bc'tore e\(‘ry 
villa^’p in Jlciij^a! is supplii'd \\ith a leallv satistaitory system of 
watej-suj)pl\ . It ]s desirable, theiefoie, that the amount sjamt by dis- 
trict hoaids in the terms of that ciicular should be suf)])lemented by 
loans <^’ranted to union Isoaids toi tin' same objiat. Otlo'r kinds ot 
projects which ma> suitabh la* financed b\ union boards out ot 
liorrowed mone> , art* the consti net ion of roads and br idges and of 
small irii^’ation works and the excavatnm of draina^a* channels. 

0. I am now to lecjuest you to brin** the contents of this lettei' to 
the notice ot the distiict boaids in your dl^ision. Ihi'y ma> Im* 
invited to decide atlei cousidei in;.i appl icat i<»ns trcmi union boards toi 
what schemes tlii*> are willing to <iiant loans, and to icjioit then 
re(|uiiements to (Tovcriiment in diu' couise m tin' ju ('sen Ix'd iorm for 
loan aj)])licat ions, thiou^h the usual channel, uith details ot the pro- 
jects in (|uestion. Loan aj)|)lications tor tin* jnirjioses ot tin* bu(l<.;et ot 
the year can he coiisideied only it tln'y reach (io\ernment not 

later than the loth August, l!):j8. 


Trial of sessions cases. 

11. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Iloidhh* Membei in 
charge of the Judicial Di'jiartment he jJeased to lay on tin* tabh* a 
statement showiiifi' — 

(i) the numlier of sessions cases tried in (‘uch district in Ben^ml 
during' the years and in which the accused 

j'.eisoiis wcie Mulvammadaiis and tin* party a^^^nieved Hindus; 
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(if) the respective numbers of Hindu, Muhammadan and Christian 
jurors who were selected for tryin^^ those cases; 

(f/f) the verdict of the jury in each of these cases; and 

(fr) how, if at all, th(‘ verdicl was divided, f.r., how many gave 
iheir opinion as “ guilty ’’ and how many as “ not guilty 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: ( /), (if), (/n) and (n) The 

infoi'ination asked for cannot l)e siqiplied without the compilation of 
sjiecial statistics by each sessions coin-t involving an exi>enditure of 
labour and time which (loveinment do not consider would be justified. 


Detenus and State prisoners in Yervada Jail, Bombay. 

12. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: (u) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble Memlxu- in charg(‘ of the Political l)ej)artment been drawn 
to the attitude of the authorities * in the Yervada Jail in the Jlonibay 
I'rt'sidency lelusing to addi'ess the detenus ajid State ])risoners with 
“ Mr.” or ” Srijut ” before theii- names 

i/j) Do the (Toveriiment j<ro;.ose to issu(‘ instructions to ]>iopeily 
addiess the detenus and State ])i'isonei‘s iindej lestiaintP 

(c) Has th(‘ attention of th(‘ tTovonment been diawn to the fact 
that Sj'ijut Satish Chandra I'akrasi was abused and j)ushed by the 
Superintendent of the Yervada Jail? 

(f/) Tt so, what steps, if any, have been tak(‘n in the matter? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reason why 
Srijut Subhas ( handra Bose, M.r.c., was not permitted to see detenu 
Srijut Surendra Mohan Chose at the Yervada Central Prisons, Poona P 

{/) Is it a tact that Mr. Bose obtained ]H‘rmission of the Deputy 
Insix'ctor-Ceneial, Intelligence Branch, Criminal Investigation 
Dejiartment, Bengal, for the said purpose? 

(f/) Will the Hon’ble Membei' be pleased to lay on the table the 
corresj)ondence that j)assed between (loveiunients of Bombay and 
Bengal al)r)ut this interview? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (u) Yes. 

(/v) ^b). 

(c) No. 

(f/) Does not arise. 

(r) Government are Tiot i)iejaiied to state the reasons. 

</) Yes, 

(//) No. The corresj)t)ndence is confidential. 
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Remdtks against certain police ofRcers by the Additional Sessions Judge^ 
Alipore, in the Criminal Appeal preferred by Panchanan Banerjee 
and another. 

13. Maharaj Kumar SRIS CHANDRA NANDY: u/) AVill the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Ihilice r)e])artment l^e pleased to state 
whether his attention has b(‘en di-awn to the judginent d(‘liv(‘r(‘d ))y 
Mr. T. B. Jameson, j.c.s., Additional Sessions .ludjro, Alijioie, in the 
(liminal a]>iX‘al jnelinied by Banchanan }hinerjee and Shib Nath 
Bhattaeharji, dated th<‘ Gth February last? 

(/j) If so, what steps, it any, haM‘ becMi taken in eonneetion wit It 
the remarks of the Judp‘ aj^-ainst the Deputy ( bmmissjoiier of Foliee 
and the Thana Ofiieer of Tolly <iu n ^^‘ ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; o/) Yes. 

(?v) The matter is undei’ tin* eonsi(h*ration ot (tovim nment. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DUTTA: Will the Don bh Member be 

])lease(I t'l Aati* whethei an> ^teps will lie taken beloie the ollietOs 
eoneeined aie allowed to letiie with lull pension? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not know whin the> 
aie due to I’etiie Imt T may lemind tin* hon’bb* nn'inbei that tin* Jli^h 
(' )iiit ha^ letu^ed to sanction tlieii juoseiaition lor jieijury. I cannot 
say whetlu'r tlo'y aie ^.’oin^ t(* letii'c. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DUTTA: My (lue^tion is this; whethei 
any steps w’ill be taken within a reasonable period ot time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Ye>. 

Detenu Srijut Narendra Nath Sen. 

14. Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: (^/) Will the ITon’bb 
Member in chai^'’e of the I’olitieal Department be jileased to state — 

{/) when Srijut Narendra Nath Sen w’as arrested; 
when he was lemoved to Burma; and 

(///) the present condition of his health? 

(/>) Is it a fact that Srijut Narendra Nath Sen has been suffering 
fiom nervous breakdown? 

(c) Is it a fact that Srijut Narendra Nath Sen has been suffering 
from brain complaint? 
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{(I) Is it a fact that confinement in jail is injuri-ous to Srijut Narendi*a 
Nath Sen under the i>iesent condition of his health? 

(r) Have the (lovernment considered the desinibility of his release 
unde]' the present condition of his health? 

The Hon’ble Mr^ W, D. R. PRENTICE: {a) (/) Seidember 19th, 
1925. 

(//) June 4th, 1920. 

(ni) He was last medically examined on June 24th, 1928, and his 
health was found to be good. 

(h) No. 

(c) No. 

{(J) He is not in jail but in village domicile. 

(c) Hoes not arise. 


Detenu late Srijut Anurup Sen, 

15. Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ble 

MemlKM' in charge oi the Political Department be pleased to state — 

{a) the date on which Srijut Anuru]> Sen was arrested; 

(h) tlie condition ot his health when he was arrested; 

(r) names of the jJaces where he was detained; 

{(I) wdiether and when h(‘ had contracted malai ia ; 

(c) it so, what the (iovei'nment did tor the treatment of Srijnt 
Anuru]) Sen when he was detained in Pengal; 

{/) the condition of his health when lie was externed from Bimgal; 

<//) the ste])s taken 1)y the (lovernment foi' the tieatment of Srijut 
Anurup Sen at Benares; 

ill) whether the tloveinnnmt aie aware that Anurup Babu had 
to go to a cliaritable institution for maintenance; and 

</) whetlier the (lovernment are aware that Srijut Sen had met his 
death in a charitable institution for want ot money and 
of help. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: ia) 19th December, 1920. 

(/>) and {<!) So far as (Ttivernment are aware, the state of his health 
iit the time of his jirrest was satisiactory, but on the 1st March, 1927, 
he stated that he had been suffering from malaria for a long time, 
irom before his arrest. 
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(c) Alipore {'eiitnil J;iil for two mouths uiiil iluynairuri, district 
Jalpaitruri. 

(r) He received trentimMit in Alipore rViitrid Jail. H(‘ was also 
examined and tieate<l 1)\ the ('ivil Suro-onn in Jalpai^iiri hospital and 
at Mavna^'uri by tin' medical oliicer in chai and b_\ the ('ivil Sui‘g(‘nn, 
Jalivaigiiri. 

if) His condition was re])oited to be satislactorx (*xcej)t ior a slight 
return of dysenteric syinjdoins. 

(//) He was visitf'd by tin* ( ivil Sui^a'on ol Iboiaif's, whose l(‘es 
and th(' cost of necessai v ini'dicimcs bonu* by tins ( it>\ to nnient. 

(h) No. 

(0 ( xovcM nnoMit are awai(‘ that In* dnul at tin* Ham Krishna House 
of Sei'vice at lleiiaies, lul liavi* no intoiniation that In* was in A\ant 
of nnaiev and of help. The detenu wa*' ^n\en an allowanci* oi lU. (50 
per iiKUith and his sisttu’ who \\(‘nt to nuisc him an allowanci* of Hs. 10 
j)er month. • 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: When was the order passed:^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 cannot sa\. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS; When uas the detenu hist 
Msited by the ('ivil Siuyieon? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I cannot frivc you the datp. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: How many times he was 
visited b^ the (.'ivil Surgeon ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 do not leiminiai. Hut 
if the hon’bb* member caies to come lound to my office I will sliow the 
papei's to him. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: H it a fact that he was 
removed to the Ham Kiishna Mi^'idU llonn* lui want oj joojaM 
treatment ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No, as fai as I know 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: hat wa^' the immediate 
cause of his deaths 

(The HoiTble Member’s answer was not heard at the Reporters’ 

table.) 



Rivers Chandana and Upper Coomar in Faridpur, 

16. Mauivi TAMIZUDDiN KHAN: (^) Will the Hon ble Member 
in (‘hai‘"’e of the Dei)artment of Irripfatioii be pleased to state whether 
any decision has been arrived at on the question of improving the con- 
dition (jf the rivers Clmndana ” and “ Upper Coomar ” in the 
disti'ict of Faridpur? 

(/j) If so, what is the decision? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: m) and (/>) Not yet. The survey has 
been completed, and the rejxut of the local officers is awaited. 


Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Wlien was the siiiwey of the 
Coomar completed? , 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI^ 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari; Abmit a year ago. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS; When wa> the river Chandana 

siJi'veyed ? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I must ask for fresh notice. 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: In answer to a (|uestion asked by me 
a few months ago I was told that the survey waH l)eing made. I take it 
that the suivey lias been conqileted within the last week. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. Ila\ will you put it in the form of a question? 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Since how long the survey has been 
c<impleted ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I cannot say. 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Were the local officers consulted 
I'ogarding the suiwey? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI» 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari; I must ask for fresh notice. 
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(c) Alipore {'eiitnil J;iil for two mouths uiiil iluynairuri, district 
Jalpaitruri. 

(r) He received trentimMit in Alipore rViitrid Jail. H(‘ was also 
examined and tieate<l 1)\ the ('ivil Suro-onn in Jalpai^iiri hospital and 
at Mavna^'uri by tin' medical oliicer in chai and b_\ the ('ivil Sui‘g(‘nn, 
Jalivaigiiri. 

if) His condition was re])oited to be satislactorx (*xcej)t ior a slight 
return of dysenteric syinjdoins. 

(//) He was visitf'd by tin* ( ivil Sui^a'on ol Iboiaif's, whose l(‘es 
and th(' cost of necessai v ini'dicimcs bonu* by tins ( it>\ to nnient. 

(h) No. 

(0 ( xovcM nnoMit are awai(‘ that In* dnul at tin* Ham Krishna House 
of Sei'vice at lleiiaies, lul liavi* no intoiniation that In* was in A\ant 
of nnaiev and of help. The detenu wa*' ^n\en an allowanci* oi lU. (50 
per iiKUith and his sisttu’ who \\(‘nt to nuisc him an allowanci* of Hs. 10 
j)er month. • 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: When was the order passed:^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 cannot sa\. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS; When uas the detenu hist 
Msited by the ('ivil Siuyieon? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I cannot frivc you the datp. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: How many times he was 
visited b^ the (.'ivil Surgeon ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 do not leiminiai. Hut 
if the hon’bb* member caies to come lound to my office I will sliow the 
papei's to him. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: H it a fact that he was 
removed to the Ham Kiishna Mi^'idU llonn* lui want oj joojaM 
treatment ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No, as fai as I know 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: hat wa^' the immediate 
cause of his deaths 

(The HoiTble Member’s answer was not heard at the Reporters’ 

table.) 
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Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E; With reference to (a) has the 
Medical Officer of the Mianwali Jail reported the health of the detenu 
to be satisfactory? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: T cannot tell you the actual 
words used, but the ^ledical Officer’s reports do not show that the 
detenu was in a bad state of health. 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Duriiio- the last three months 
ha^ not the detenu suffered in health? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Not so tar as I know. 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: With reference to (/j) was the 
detenu confined in a cell by hini:<elf or in a room alon^' with otliei 
detenus? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: So fai as I lecollect theie 
were two of them in one room. 


Detenu Srijut Jiban Lai Chaterjee. 

18. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will the ITon’ble Member ]:i 
chaise of the Political Dej.artmeiit be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the (lovernment is awar(‘ that Srijut dihan Lai 
Lhatei'jee, externee State ]>risoiier, is still sufferin^^ from 
haemoptysis aiid lise of temjH'rature at Almorah; 

(/>) whether the (i(»vernment is aware that owiii^^ to the illness 
of almost all thi‘ family memlans of diban Babn, he is not 
^■etting the much ne(*ded complete rest i)rescribed by doctol^; 
U) ^\ bethel' the (lovernment is aware of the fact that ow'in^ to 
enoinious medical expenses Jiban Bahu lias to curtail some 
of his diet exiimises at the risk of his life; and 
{(/) whether the (iovernment is considering- the desirability of 
enhancing the allowuinces of Jiban Babu or of removinf^ Lis 
iamil\ to his house as early as possible inasmuch as the 
health of the members of his family is oTjidually breakiiif;: 
down at Almorah ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Babu Jiban Lai 
Chaterjee is not now an externee State prisoner. He has been released 
subject to the conditions specified in section 11 (/) (a), (b) and (c) of 
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the Criminal Law Amendment Act. He is reported to he 

snfferii]^^ from phthi^^i^. 

{h) No. 

(e) No. 

{(J) In Mai eh, DJS, Bal.u Jihaii Lai Cliatto jee was asked to show 
in what resjx-et his pieseiit allowance was inadecpiate, hut he has never 
replied to this letter. IL'cently a lumj) sum was ^nanted to metd the 
cost of the medical tieatnuMit of s( nu‘ ot tin* ineinheis of his family, 
and the (juestion of theii ieni(;val lioni Alinoiah will he coiisiihued as 
soon as Balm dihan Lai ('haterjee replies to the lettei sent to him in 
March, 19‘AS. 


Point of order. 

Babu jrTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: On a point of order May 
I jmt a (juestion to you as regards the motion of ainendinenl of which 
I fi'ave notice hut which was disallowed hy youi^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you rise on a point of order 

Babu JITEMDRALAL BANNERJEE: What 1 want to know is 
whether I can put a (juestion to you at all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not (juite under Niaiul wlial you mean. 

Babu JiTENORALAL BANNERJEE: t )ne of iny motions for 
anieiidment was disallowed hy you. I suhmit that it has been di-allowed 
on insufficient and wron<’- ^-rounds. May I draw \our attimtion lo that ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, 1 think \ou aie inakin*^’ an altenijit to 
criticise my decision. You are not |)eimitted to do that. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: 1 am not ^ivinj^- any ojnnion 
whatever. I submit a jioint for youi- consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: it 1 understood you all ri^ht, vni were Knilly 
criticising’ my decision on that jioint, \ou ouj^’ht to know youi limita- 
tions. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I know my limitations j>er- 
feetly well hut it seems to me thaf'that decision was wron^i: {^id theie- 
fore I am justified in placing- before this Ilou.se that decision now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can only rise on a jioint ot order without 
making any comments on my ruling. 
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Babu JITEHDRALAL BANNERJEE: I do not make any comments. 
My motion ran thus : 

“ This Council recommends that the appointment of a committee 
of the Ijegislative Council to assist the Statutory Commission be post- 
poned till after the Government have placed before this Council the 
memorandum whi(‘h they have prepared (or may hereafter prepaie) 
for submission before the Coniiiiission with reference to the question of 
further constitutional reforms for India in ordei* that the Council may 
expiess its o])inion upon the same/’ 

This amendment was disallowed by you on the o-iound that it was 
not within the scope of the reMdution ])ut may I point out that my 
motion of amendment practically amounts to a motion foi* postponement 
not sine die })ut })ostj)onement till after ceitain contin-’cncie^ and I 
submit that motion for ])Ostponement is always in oi’der. You Iiave 
allowed sucli motions in this (^oun(‘il. My motion is practically a motion 
of j)ostponement till alter certain thinj»‘s hajijiened, till Goveinment 
huA'e submitted that memoran(|um to tlie House and till thi^ Hoii^e lias 
j»‘ot an opiiortunity of considerinf,^ it. Will you please tell me what is 
wrong in this amendment. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You raised the (juestion of a memoiandum which 
was not within the scojie of the resolution. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I do not raise the question 
of memorandum at all; I simply stated that the consideration of the 
jiarticular question raised by the Ilon’ble Nawab Bahadur be postponed 
till after the Government did certain things. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: In my opinion your amendment had also the 
<^ffect of a negative vote and so was not within the scope of section 42 of the 
Bengal Legislative Coumul Rules and Standing Orders. There need 
be no further discussion on this matter, although you may differ with 
me. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: But I beg to submit that 
perfectly analogous amendments have been allowed by the President. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: But your amendment was not in order. 



1928 .] 


SIMON COMMISSION. 


i;r> 


Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest). 

Appointment of a Committee to assist the Statutory Commission. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI 

CHAUDHURIi Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: M I . I’lf-JckMit, sir, J ri.se 

(d move that this ('mneol j-<m oi'imend.s to the (io\ t'l iri eiit tliat step'-; 
be taken to uive eflec't to the pio])o.,^j] ot ijip Slatiitoj'\ ( '( iiimissKni iJiat 
ti (^)mmittee oj tlie Leuislative (^)Ull(■il be appoiiitevl to iissi-t th(‘ 
(’ommi'sioii. 

It is olivioiis, Sir, that thk lesolnlioii deals with a maltei’ ol th(‘ 
j^Ttatest impoitame, and <oie that has aroused luiicdi controversy in 
Beno'al and ehsewheie in India. I ])]o])ose to .slali* a* Itrietix as I can 
why this lesolntion has bemi phn ed l^d( le tht‘ Coiim il, and \vh\ the 
Ooveinnient (d II niiul a'k the I'ouncil to acce{)t it. 

As we all know, the Coininission lias btam aT)p(»]nti‘(l b\ Ills Maje'tv 
tlie Kin^-lAnpeioi with tlie concunence (d ]»oih Ilons('^ oj Carliaii ooil 
undei' setdion S4A (tt 1 he ( bivio nnient oj'Indii Act. the Act nndci wliicli 
this Council is also constiuited. ddn* Coininission has betm appoinlt-d 
for the jmijio^e (d en(|iiiiiim into the wookin^ (d the 'Xstem (d (ro\cin- 
nieiit. the <.:'iowth of education and the de\eIopnient id i't‘])i esentat n t‘ 
institutions in Britisfi India ami niatim.s (‘onm*ct(‘d t lieiewith, and is to 
leport as to whethei, and to what e.xtent, it is desirable to (‘stablish 
the principle of responsible o'o\ei ninent or to extmid, nnality oi lesTiicl 
the deo'ree of responsible ^•overimieiit now existino- 

I do md projiose, Sii', to discuss tf»-day the controversy i‘e^^ardinf»‘ 
the composition ot the Commission, beyond say i no- that whilst I shaie 
the le^ret expiessed by very many ()f ni_\ countrymen, l)oth in lleng’ul 
and elsewhere, that the Indian element was not included in the (Com- 
mission, at the same time I lecoo-nise that there weie ^leat pi’actical 
difficulties in select in;; and including; Indians who would have faii ly 
represented the manv laces and communities in this o-reat Ch)ntinent. 
It is obvious, Sir, that Sii John Simon and the othei members of the 
Commission have felt that in order to dischai<:e the ;;ieat task that has 
been laid noon them, it is essential that they should se(*uie the help 
and co-operation of Indians, and in particular, of thf>se rejiiesi'ntative 
Indians who are to be found in the TiC^rislative Assembly and in the 
Le;?islative Councils. It is due to that desire for our (‘o-operation that 
we are to-day asked to atriee to the appointment of a committee of this 
Council. 

The task which the Commission has to perform is to examine the 
evidence and the facts whhdi are placed before it, to elicit what further 
information it may consider necessary, to report the result of its 

5 
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enquiries, aiul to advise the Houses of Pailiaiiient on the question of 
the development of responsible government in India. In the per- 
formance of that task the Commission have asked Indians to join them 
on free and equal teims. In Sir John Simon’s letter of the 6th 
February the Commission suj^^ested that the two Houses of the Central 
legislature should be invited to choose from their non-official members 
a joint committee, which ini.i»ht conveniently be 7 in number, and that 
eacli local liCiirislative (kmneil should be asked to constitute a similar 
body. These committees weie to form with the Commission a joint free 
conteience, and in dealin”: with ceTitial sulqects, the conierence was to 
consist of the (.k)mmi>'>ion and th(‘ central eommittee, whilst in the 
provinre.^ it would be joined by the committee^ of the Legislative 
Councils. Since that letter was written the Commission have made more 
cleai’ the functions which the provincial committees will i)erform. In 
the letter of the ‘^8th Mar<‘h it was stated that if at the end of the 
sittings o! the joint conteience in any pi’ovince, the provimdal com- 
mitiee wished to express its ow*i view in a rejiort, the (kunmTssion uill 
give this lepoit full consideration as one of the documents bcfoie them, 
and will include it among the papers which will be printed and presented 
to Parliament. 1 would impress upon the Council what this means 
that on the important (piestions which will come befoie Ihiiliameiit 
when it leceives the report of the Commission, the rejiort of our com- 
mittee will also be taken into coiisideintion. The Council will decide 
on one of the amendment which are to be considered to-day, whethei 
that report shall have the previous approval of this House. The Com- 
mission have also made it clear that our committee will have equal 
rights with its own members in conducting the impiiry. In reply to the 
resolution of the committee appointed by the l^unjab Council it has 
been announced that the Commission has decided that in the matter of 
examination of witnesses and access to documents, the Commission will 
treat each Indian committee within whose scope the matter in question 
falls, on ecpial terms w’ith itself. I venture to think, Sir, that by this 
decision regarding procedure the Commission has shown not only its 
strong desire to .secure the co-operation of the Legislative Councils, but 
has also proved the friendliness of the feeling which animates both its 
oAvn members and the members of the Parliament which has entrusted 
it with its task. The way in which that task is fulfilled is a matter of 
vital interest to all the peoples of India. It is needless for me to dwell 
at length on the importance of seeing that a full and fair statement of 
facts, and a correct representation of the views and feelings of the people 
ill all parts of India, should be placed before Parliament; but I would 
briefly refer to one matter which is of peculiar importance to Bengal. 

For the past 7 years Bengal has suffered from the unfair financial 
settlement knowm the Meston Award. In every department of 
Government and in every branch of public work, that financial settle- 
ment has made substantial progress impossible. Before the Reforms. 
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were introduced the joint railiamentary coniMiittee reco^-nised the 
f)eculiar disahilitie-s imp^>^ed on IWii^al by thi> >ettleineut and recom- 
mended the ca>e of henfral to the special consideiation of the Govern- 
ment of India. In spite ot tliat leeommendatioii, oui- continued pro- 
tests and appeals have been unavailing. lUit at last our opjaulunity 
has come. The Commission will examine the operation of the Meston 
Award, and our (‘ommittee will have an unrivalled oj)portunity of 
presenting and enforcing our claims. Let us not forget that a levision 
of the financial settlement is likely to meet with o])position fi’oni otlier 
(piaitt'i's. We must be prepaied to meet that oj»j»osition, and there is 
no l)ettei' way of doing it than b\ ^ending to woik witli the (\)mnii.''sion 
the best representatives we can selcid. It there weie lio other reason, 
I would still (‘ommend my resolution to this House tor thi> reason 
alone. Whatevei- the <()nstitution may be, lleiiiial cannot advaiice as 
long as the financial starvation im])osed by tlie Mest(»n Award is allowed 
to pei^i^t. In asking us to ap])oint a (‘ommittee, the Commission have 
given Us a gieat oj)poJ tunity. and I confidently ask tin* Council not to 
1 eject it. 

4-lo p.m. 

It may save the time of the (knincil it 1 indicate liiiefl\ the 
attitude which Goveinment jnopo^es to take towards the amendments 
which ajipeai on the list of busin(‘ss. To those amendnn*nts which 
ask that the consideiation (d tin* icsidutioii In* postpom*d, Gove*) nnn*nt 
aie stiongl_\ opjioNed, It our committee is to take an eflectivt* shari* 
in the woi k of the (Vnnmi'^sum, it is obvious that its aiijinint ineiit 
sliould no longer be d(*layed. 

Tln*ie aie two amendment'- which ])roposc the substitution of soim* 
othei fdirase toi‘ the phiase in my lesolutiim that the committei* In* 
ajipointed to asdst the Commission, I may say at once that if tin* 
Council prefer eithei the ])hras(‘ suggested liy Mr. Fazbul llii(| or by 
Maulvi Abdul Kaiim, I am 'willing to accejit either. 

There aie other amendments which piojiose that iiist met ions of 
various kinds be given to the commit lee. To the^i* amendments 
Government aie opposed. It is ni their opinion undesirable that tin* 
members of the committ<‘e whom the Council mav select to woik with 
the (kunmission in the task of examining the (*videm‘(* and asceitaln- 
ing the facts, should be hampered b_\ instruction^ wdiich w’ould ])i (‘judge 
the issues. I would suggest to the members who wish to commit the 
Council to the expression of ojiinions on the imjxirtant juobb'ins lai^cd 
in their amendments, that they should endeavoui to do this by submit- 
ting resolution.s in an ordinary session of the Council. It it is the 
desire of the Council that such matters should be considered by it, 
Government will endeavour to provide the necessary facilities. 



SIMON COMMISSION 


[9th July 


6S 


There are other amendments which propose that the committee 
should Huhmit a report to the Council. On this, the attitude of the 
Govern ment will he that if tlm Council desires that its (‘ommittee shall 
prepare a leport and suhniit it to the Council before it ^oe^ to the 
Commksion, the Coiimol aie clearly entitled to ^^ive instructions to 
this effect to the committee. Government therefore will not oppose such 
amendments, although they recognise that if the Council proposes to 
examine the ie])f)rt and exjiiess opinions about it before it is Mi])mitteJ 
to tlie Co’Mniission. the (Nmncil will be isetting itself a \eiy cifficult 
task. 

I Inrve alieady ^hown that the nieinbeis of ouj’ c(»niniittee will 
enjoy (Mpial liglits with the nienil)ers of the (h)Inlni^^ioIl in the nialtei 
of the examination of witnesses and access to document. The amend- 
ments which refer to that matter ask foj- a light which is already' 
assured. 

To the amendment pio}) 0 'ed Mi-. Siili]av\ardy that the committee 
be instructed not to bt'giii its bibours ot a.'^istini:‘ the Statutoiy (hnn- 
mission until the local Governhient ])ublish the memorandum ]in']’ai’ed 
b} it, and thi^ (a)uneil gets an opjioitunitv ol exiuesviim- its vn*\\s on 
if, Government are opjiosed. It is the duty ol Go\ernment t(» ^ubml1 
its memorandum to the (h)mmission It i> toj the Commission to sa.\ 

\\ bethel- that memorandum simll b(‘ published. I may, howevei, 
remind the Council that the Commisvioji have alieady diiected the 
sending ot the material affecting the l^unjab. to the Punjab Committee, 
and it may be jne-<umed that they will follow the sanu' course in 
dealing with material i-ei-eived from liengal. 

In conclusion I would like to (pioie to the Chnincil the wojtK of 
His excellency the Governor this morning when he was laying the 
foundation stone of the new Council chamber:- — 

“ The Commission,” he said, ” appointed lor the purpose of advis- 
ing I’ai-liameiit uj)on the future Go^ernment of India will stari their 
work in India in the course of a few months. It must lie admitted 
that they liave already given marked evidence of their desire to meet 
fairly the wishes of modei-ate Indian opinion by their request for co- 
opeiation of a committee of equal numbei's upon ecjual terms from the 
Indian Legislatures and also fiom the rrovincial Councils. They have 
invited these Provincial Committees not only to hear the evidence but 
also to study all documentary materials put up by or through the Local 
Governments, with a view to enabling them to guide the Commission 
aright towards a fair and impartial judgment. 

I have every confidence that Bengal will rise to her responsibility 
and accept the opportitnity so offered.’’ 

T commend the resolution to the acceptance of the House. 
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Bdbu NALiN IRAN JAN SARKER: I Wg ti> nu>ve, by way oi 
amendment, that the eniisideiation of the ie>olution be postponed Miie 
die. 

Sir, though in order to aceommodate myself to the Jestiietioiis of 
the present Standing ()ider>, I have been obliged to bring in a inotiim 
for postponement sine die — 1 should make it eleai that our attitude 
to the Commission remains what it has always been. On this side of 
the House we are determined that we shall have nothing to <lo w’ith 
the Comlnis^ioll at any (>tage oi in any form. The ieas(»n is that we 
are thoroughly convinced that this involves our being subjec ted to an 
examination in regaid to oui fitnc'"' foi- self-government. We refuse 
to be a party to the indiction of sin h a humiliation Th'.s countiy 
must have the preponderating \oic(‘ in the (h'tei mination of its own 
(‘onstitution and in the ab>enee ot any scdieme having that elVect, our 
co-operation is outside the pale of serious consideration. 

I do not propose to go into the,«letails of our aiguments which 
have already, in many a meimuandum ami many a speech from many 
a leadei, been advanced with gieat force and unshakal»le logic, llefoie 
we estiniJit(‘ the usetuln(‘'-t'. of assisting the (aunmission in oid(>r to 
ac((iiire moie j)olitical j)owe]s for us, if we try to gauge tin* cflt*ct of 
Indian autonomy on British \ested interests, then it will become clear 
that it is idle to exj;ect that a ]bili>h (\)mmission would of tlnoj own 
accoid yield to us jiowers snbdantial enough to satisiv oiii' leal wants 
T nder the existing oi del of things ttoveinimmt in India is tin* jnimipal 
means by which the Ttritish a<Mjufie, ndain and extend thmi Miterests 
in this countiw The |)lain and simjd(‘ (piestion, thereloie, at once 
arises: What will be the ie]H'rcus>ion of Indian tieedom on the 

fortunes of British iiidustiy and commeicey 

The answei is eijually simpb* and obvious. The conflict of interests 
at i)iesent between the two countiics u so marked that what is to tlm 
econ^unic interest of India is to the detiimeiit of Biitain. Kven the 
half-hearted measures inaugurated with a view to legulate the jmrchase 
of stores fioni India — instead of fioni the India ( )th( e — have aliead^ 
produced an adverse effect on the expoit tiade of Idigland. India as 
a dependency is the chief pro]) of Biitish Tndcrtiv. India sii])]»lies 
the raw materials for British factories and absoibs the manufactuied 
aiticles which are pushed into the maikets heie bv the combine<l fdfect 
of custom tariffs, railway rates, sea freights and abuse of j)ationage. 
Whenever British trade is under a cloud, conditions in India can be 
so manipulated as to facilitate a free outflow of goods from Britain. 
If uneinplovnient figures are rising in Kngland, the Government in 
India have to scour the whole country for “orders ” big oi small. The 
Grand Trunk Canal, Bally Bridge, Howuah Bridge, King George’s 
Dock, — what need is there to detail the list of “ orders “ whose sole 
utility is the relief of unemployment at “ Home?” The w^agon 
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scandal, which accounted for a railway expansion of Rs. loO vroies, 
the benefits of whi(‘h were solemnly pledf^ed to an Indian induntry and 
most unjustly avva\ to British films, is the most notorious 

example of such a policy. Then aj^ain, British finance gains not a 
little from the subjection of the Indian continent. Currency and 
credit aie not only unorganised but jiositively disorganised by forces 
working in the interests of Biitish finance. The Secretary of State 
swoops down like a hawk on Indian lesources, whenever there i^ need 
or opportunity, and carries off hi.> jircv. As an example, we have* only 
to remember the succulent fare which the Keverse Councils supplied 
to the London magnates, liondon, which claims to be the world’s 
financial centre, is important mainly because India’s financial resources 
have made it so. The advantages to the Biitishers settled within the 
x*f)untry ai'e no le,^s remarkable. In trade and industn, in the services 
and the professions he has alwavs the vantage and can rely uiion the 
sui)])oit of (icjveinment whenevei ^.his interests aie on the wane are 
threatened by any attempt of the people of the country to rai-e theii 
heads. 

These are not isolated instaiK-ei'. which can be explaintul away as 
accidental mistakes or extenuated as errois of judgment. I h[t\e not 
the slightest doubt in my mind that it is all a case of a delibeiate 
policy of utilising the (hnnination of India for the exiiloitation of the 
financial, commercial and industrial ])os>ibilitie> oi this counirv to the 
maximum extent possible. We shall imleed be mad men to believe 
that hiiigland can willingly or (*ven gracefully yield a jK.sition of such 
far-ieaching and vital ad\antages or that any Ifriti'^liei' can havi* the 
courage to propose any such scheme of self-denial simply to win over 
our co-oj)erati()n with its commission! 

It has been said by a prominent ex-officio loyalist wlio has had his 
jidvanci' ])aynu‘nt in the shajte of Knighthood and exjiects to get 
further bureauciatic recognition, that so long as their material and 
fundamental objects of fj-ade and commej’ce are seemed, no nation 
“ would be inclined t<» shouI(h‘r the additional liuiden oi- incur the 
unnecessary woitv of the goveinance of a country i>im]jly for the fun 
of governing it.” Precisely so. Our point of view could not have 
been phrased better. Imgland has secured “these veiy material and 
fundamental objects;” but the governance of the country in the interest 
or otherwise of the govei’ued is neither an “ unneces^ary wori’v ” nor 
\n adilitional burden shouldered gratuitiously. Not only is this 
tvovernance in itself a paying proposition but the edifice of economic 
domination is to-day resting on the foundations of this governam'e. 
?>ir, it has lieen said and re])eated ad nauseum that Britain has given 
freedom to her c(donies^and that ergo there is nothing to prevent her 
From extending that freedom to India. In the first place, it is wrong 
:o assume that because bloody wars were not fought in all cases, 
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Britain was ever or lendy to <*'ive freedom to her coio/iies. 

Never has any eonet'ssion of freedom been made in the alienee of 
effective pressure on tlie part of the col<»nies; but even apart fioiu that, 
there is no point in comparing; our position with that of the f*olonie^. 
They were at least united In* ties of b](»od and could always rattle the 
sword. Even the handful of British settlers in Kenya did that three 
or four years a^o. 

Then what is the motive behind these in(|uiries — behind tlu* aitnilics 
of this Commission'' These im|uiiies are intended to ])ublisli abroad 
sundry defe(‘ts in oui education, communal lelations and such otbei 
matters — defects for which 1 say and we all say, British iiile is niainl.s 
lespoiij^ible, and for whudi no Biitish oHicia.l if he is honest can dis- 
avow i-esponsibility. 

I rei)eat the Biitish lia\e shrew<lly hit on tliis Commission oi 
Impiiry system as a means of advertisiim- to the \\(>rld at lar^e these 
our shoHcomin^s real oi other\\ise in* the hope that the\ can therein’ 
jiroloii”’ tludr economic so\erei^nty without allowing’ it to look lik«‘ 
political tyranny. ^Ir. Saklatwala has ex}) 0 'ed this hypocrisy in woi’ds 
which should lin^’’ in the ear of e\erv true Britishei’: “You make a 
ludicrous pi(‘ture of the Indian j)eople, >ou tl^ to make a virtuous 
picture of \our'elf and you know that both are untrue” 

Were (iicat Britain sincere in her jirotession,^ she wimld have 
openly reco^^nistMl what she knows to be true in her heart of hcuiits, 
that what is wanted is not a yidn'mcnt on one by the other, oi a tresh 
in vesti«‘ation but a woikable settlement between the two j^reat peoples. 
And the only method of ariiviiif^’ at this i,^ to brino’ about, as (’olonel 
Wedji’wood put it, “ a settlement by the people who could delivei’ the 
goods by ])leniji()tentiaries who would deal as e<|uals round a table.” 
I say it is a mutual settlement which is wanted, h’or I warn Britain 
that we have come to the j)arting of the wavs We want freedom 
iiispite of all our shortcomings and we w*ould have it to-day if we had 
the material re'ources at our di.sposal. The standard of levolt which 
our leader Deshbandhii Chittaranjan Das raised has not been b.wered. 
The spirit of war is abroad and if you w’ant that this sfiould disajipear 
you should adojit the means of di]domacy based on piinciples of natuial 
justice not hampered by pettifogging constitutionalism. This repre- 
sents the real feeling of the countiy. That is what membeis on this 
side of the House have always demanded, and can now point to a 
definite ])recedent in the settlement of the Iris]) (piestion. Such a 
Hound Table Conference in Downing Street with Michael Collins and 
I.ord Birkenhead and other Iri^h and Britidi leaders finally settled a 
natter w'hich g'eneTations of British statesmen and Dish leadcus waue 
not able to settle for ages. 

4-30 p.m. 
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There is one other intere>tin<r feature of the Irish settlement, the 
si^^nificanee .)f which will he obvious to you. Sir John Simon, who is 
lo-flay the chief exponent of the new-fan^»‘led ideas of “ sovereigfn 
authority ” and “ trusteeship of the rarlianient ” applauded from hif^ 
seat in the House of Commons in November, 1922, the newly framed 
Irish constitution. He applauded it, Sir, not as his present views and 
capacity would imply, becau^ie the Parliament had a hand in it but 
expressly becau.^o Parliament had //o hand in it, and more especially 
because it was the creation of the Irish pej])le themselves. 

Hut now Sii‘ J(jhn is playin^^ a diherent role. Instead of the 
enthusiastic Libeial applauding the action (tf (jovernn <‘nt in accordin;^ 
fieedoiji to a subject c.nintiv he l(a^ become the chief instrument loi* 
jaupetuatiiic' a diaineti icall v opjiosite policy. He invoke^ with eciual 
\eheii;ence tliat same 1‘arliamentaiy initiative and control whicli he 
vehemently ilenoiuiced in 192?. H(‘ now refuses that same po})ular 

ri^ht to determine the foiin of f!'oveinment which he then considered to 
be the essence oi any constitution. Nevei- has theie been such a fall 
as Sir .lohn Simon's. 

Ill defence of thi< attitude tlie Hritish now take theii stand on the 
Preamble to the (toveinment ol India Act and tl'e tlnoi v ot Jhirliament’s 
tj usteesliip of the dumb millions of thi^ count] v. That is a pieamble 
Sir, whicli the Concurs^ has neve] accefited. Th.is authoi'ity of the 
I’ai'liaimmt has been claimed on imual a^ well a^ m le^al ^lound^. One 
(an hav(* no te(‘lin‘i' othei than ^heei di^^uist when England affects this 
moial pose. I c() furthei and sa> tliat eveiv honest and sciujnilous 
Hritisher who attemjd^ to speak )f Encland hav!n/.i- safecuarded the 
countjy in any disinterested way mu^t feel the lie stickinj.; in his thioat. 
This moi'al responsibility. Sii, is the mo.st iiisinceie shiliboleth ever 
lecorded in the histoiy of nation^. To come to the (pustion of legal 
light, is theie any iiisupeiable difficulty in Parliament latifying a 
constitution whi( h has been designed by the Indian people!^ Eoj- our 
part we have always stood toi- an adjustment of interests between 
England and India and have also evinced oui' leadiness to di-cuss the 
mattei as man to man and had ho])ed that sooner oi later it 
would be possible to ariive at an acceptable settlement. Hut those 
In'pes have been belied, for England is not swayed even by consideia- 
tion of that enlightened sel(-intere-t which, as Si]- Hasil gave out, makes 
in the long run for better niideistanding and better co-operation between 
the peo])les' of the vvoild; she is, on the other hand, obsessed by that 
crude instinct of tightening the giip over whatever ill-gotten pelf may 
have come into hei hands. 

To those who prefer to try this Oonlmi^si^^n for wdiat it i- worth I 
would say that it is even worse than the diarchy which we have all found 
to be so expensively useless. The life of diarchy was at lea.st limited 
to ten years. Hut if we co-operate with the Commission w'e shall help 
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them to (‘leate, with all artitices which recent experience has taught^ 
no le^s a viciouj sham, w itb, (rod alone kmuvs, how' much longer a lease 
ot life! The dangeis of trying this for what it may he woitli aie thusv 
unlimited in extent and iinforeseeahle in time. 

To such timid minds as cannot see a radiant futuie for India as we 
do I would give the as;>uiance that the furthei you are in the heait of 
winter, the nearei is the (Mining of spiing. And to those communities 
who might still tliink »)f theii imme«liate concerns moie than (d the 
pcimanent interests of the nation T must lepeat the words which Mi', 
-linnali addies^ed to his own <‘ommunity, “ \ ju will not get (‘Ven the 
};i-oveil)ial thiity pieces of silver which .IiKhe got loi hetiiiying his 
mastei.” 

Theie is one final woid I should syv heiore 1 lesiime m> seat. I 
w\iuld lefei' to the undignified tactics that (ioveinment is employing 
for securing the co-operation of this Council for the Commission. 

» « 

I should appeal to the leadeis of the various j)arties not to l(‘a\(' 
oui national s(df-iespect and freedom to he sold aw’ay by jiuhlic aucfion 
in spite of the fact that eveiy detection from national feeling may be 
jiaid 1 )i on what I may i-all a ^tnctly coiiinnucial basi^. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; .M\ attention ha^* been diawn to sonic of your 
leiiiaiks which ca^t a lefhu'tion on I!is K: '-(dlency the* (i<i\ernni. Will 
A ou please leju'at them y 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: « > * « . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I must ask y.iu to withdiaw tlo' woi'ds because 
they lefei tfj Ifi^ l‘ixcellenc\ the (Tovermu . I do not think you aie 
wu’thin your rights in casting ieflecti(jn on His KxcelleiicCs conduct. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: If he has not been named, 
iKjbody can infer anything iiom these words. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the implication is there — I have been 
able to draw’ it. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: t)n a point of order, Sir, i- it 
youj- business to draw implications P 

*A passage reflecting upon His Excellency the Governor has here been expunged 
by order of the President. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: It is my business to «ee that no member goes 
beyond his limits. 


Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Is it your impression that His 
Exrelleney the (roveinor is referred to, that he threw out baits or used 
threats in order to secure the support of the House? Have you any 
infoiauation on the point? For my part it does not ^dve me that impres- 
sion that Mr. Sarker was referrin^^ to His Exeelleney in his remarks. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I h ave no ^ucli information, liiit I have no doubt 
in my mind that tlie member did eatt a serious reflection on His 
Exeelleney the Governor’s eonduet. It is my duty to see that he does 
not do that. M"ill he say that he did not mean any reflection on His 
Excellency’s conduct ? 

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: 1 have not done so 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you say that you did not mean any leflec- 
tion on His Excellence’s conduct 1 may not g’o any furthei’. 

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: 1 have said what I have said. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you clearly say that eou did not reier to His 
Ex(‘ellene\ when you u^ed those words, 1 may accept your veisioii, not 
otherwise. 

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: I am not sayin^^ anythin^ ; 1 
have said what I have said. It is not clear Irom m\ speech. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I must then ask you to withdraw those words; 
either dmiy or withdiaw. 

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: I am very sorry that I cannot 
ithdraw. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Nor can you deny that you used those words in 
reference to His Excellency? 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: He cannot be c('mpelled to 
make any statement. ^ 


Mr. PRESIDENT: It is no question of (‘omimlsiori. 
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Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: I do not do one \va\ ov the utlier. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It iny advice to the inenihej' to withdraw 
those words. As President I must .see that no meinl)ei‘ casts any leflec- 
tion on the conduct oi the (Tovernor. In a case like this, a memher 
should have the moral courage either to deny or withdraw his remark^. 

Mr. 8UBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: A\’c on thi‘^ side of the House 
feel that you aie ^‘oinn- ,mt ot youi way in making’ thes(> lemarks. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mi. Pos^, you aie imt li^ht in saving- that: I 
am taking' your w(»rd> vciy calmly and am not at all moved h\ them. 
But I Juust tell you, with all the emphasis I can command that. 1 am 
ahM)lutel\ impartial. It is m\ dut\ t'.» see that no memher f>oes hey(Uid 
the rights that really heloim to him^ and that lu* d<*e.‘' not tread on 
jirohihited ^I’ounds. 1 do not want to compel him to withdraw. If he 
does not act up to my advice, 1 will not sa> anything- moie at piesent. 

(At 4-')0 p.m. the (.'oumdl was a<ljouined and it le-assemhled at 
*44”) ]).m.) 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I H e to support the 
amendment ot my tiiend Siijut Naliiiiranjan Saiker and to stron^'ly 
oppose the original Ilesidution which has been moved hy the llon’hle 
Nawal) Bahadui of Dhanhaii. 

I oj)j»('se the lesolution on (he f(dlowin<i- hc.sides other ^nounds : — 

It is an all-white ('ommis-ion which was forme<l in utter and wilful 
disie^’-ard to the declaied views and .sentiments of the Indian jieojile. 
It is piejiosterous, most humiliating^, unite unpractical and ahsuid to 
think that the nation foi* which a constitution is intended should have 
no voice at all in the framin«i‘ ot its own constitution. In fact it is 
a standing' insult to oui- awakened political (‘oiiscioiisnes^. 

The Secretaiy of State fo]- India in suj)])oit ot this all-white Com- 
mission said that it i> im})o>>Nihle to j^et together a Commission which 
would he completely lepresentative ot India. 

We all know and even Lmd Birkenhead himselt knows it (juite well 
that it is next to im]>ossihility to ^et tof^ethei smdi a lejneseiitative 
body. In leality it is not meiely a rdiildi-h pioposition hut it is a real 
jiractical ])rohlem whiidi must he solved in its projiei- lights. Ma\' I 
ask the Nohle Lord that is it practically impossihle to torm an Indian 
Commission which wdll command the respect ami support of tlie people 
in a lar^e majoiity!*' Is it not such a Commission more desirable and 
acceptable to the people than an all British Commission which almost 
the whole nation strongly disuppiovey We demand the ahsfjlute riydit 
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to govern ourselves — the demand for the government of the pejple and 
by the people and as such we consider it to be our inalienable right 
to tninie our own constitution or to he more simple we want an India- 
made constitution for the rule and government of Indians. 

No one can deny that the Indians never invited such a Commission 
but on the contrary it has been thrust upon them by one who claims 
to be the final arbiter of the destiny of Indian people. 

I do not j)i’opose to take up the time of the House by repeating the 
arguments again.4 this (commission as these have been repeatedly dis- 
cussed from thousand and one fdatforms. I should only like to add that 
Lord Birkenhead and Sir John Simon’s attempt to outwit us have 
failed and most hopelessly failed. J^ord Birkeiiliead has advised us 
to huniblv, faithfully and mo.-t loyally co-operate with the (yf)mmission 
leaving the lewards for our lo\alty entirely at the good sense and nieicy 
of the buieaucracy. 

The so-colled concessions whh*h Sii John Simon has lecently 
announced may have been loudly applauded by the Anglo-Indian Press, 
but it has hopelessly failed to produce any effect on the people at laige 
It has been most rightly observed bv eminent leaders like Sir Tej 
Bahadur Sa])ru, Mr. Jinnah, Mr, (.’hintamani a?id others that these 
so-called c(Uifessions do not meet at all the tundameiital objections to 
the (’’omniission. 

The report to th^‘ Pailiament will still be tin* tepoit of the Simon 
Sev(‘n and as f.(ud Biikenhead had stated, the Parliament will (piite 
naturally be dispo.sed to con>idei‘ theii iep(trt as the most triable itud 
aut horilat i ve one. Sir John Simon has so kindly said that the tirovincial 
committees will have the privilege to hear the evidence and to consider 
it along with the (’ommission. But on a (doser anal>si> we find that it 
does not in the bast alter the situation. The Beport to the Parliament 
will still be a rejxnl (d' the white Commissioners alone and in the pre- 
paiation of this lepoit the Indian committee will have absolutely no 
])ait at all. 

0 p.m. 

It has been said that the Commission will be able to consider the 
matter most impartially and with an uiibaissed mind. But this very 
fact wdiiidi has been used in their support, namely, their absolute 
ignorance of India, Indian hi-tory and traditions. Indian life and 
Indian politics, etc., are in fact their greatest disqualifications to shoulder 
such a task which they have been entrusted to do. 

I fail to understand, how, with such little or no knowledge of the 
Indian affairs, they will be in a position to decide the fitness of the 
nation to rule fliemselv^s or how' they w ill be able to work out a consti- 
tution for us which will have to be worked out by us and in our own 
interest. 
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In fact irom the true national point of view the hffyeott of the 
Comniis.siori is an iinpejative niitioiml nect^xity niul on it ilojwiuh the 
hoiioui' and pie^tiyo of the Indian nation a> a whole. 

It is the con^itution of oui' liiture (Toveniinent that i^ to lu- 

fonsideied and I think it to he a poNin^e insult to oui awakened national 
eonscionsness tliat in^ Indian atiy j)la(e in the (’(nnnii''^io!L 

The li^'ht ot OUI seli-deterininaiion and oui \oi(t‘ in nioiildiii^ the 
futuie constitution wliicli were .".o loudly pKadain.ed at the time ot the 
'War liave been con]])lttel\ violated. 

To iny Muhaniinadan irieiuK wlio >till inaintain any doubt 1 le^pecl- 
fully leinind them tlie vieW'. ex})!("''^ed tn (lie leadei'^ot theii- c(»nimuiiity 
like Moulana Muhammad Ah, Mi. .linnah, Sir Ali Imam, and Khan 
Bahadur Asaduzzaman and othei^. 

To those of my lew Modeiate (w hibmal tiiemh in ihi' Houmu imdml- 
in<.f the Hon’ble Ministei Sii W (h Mittm, who may be tmn])ted to 
io-nore the alnioA unanimoim veidict ot the nation a^minst the (Com- 
mission, I would onlv commend the view.s whiidi have been expressed 1>> 
their leadeis. Ih'feuino to (bt* so-called conc(‘ssion made hy Sii dohn 
Simon, Sir Tej Bahadui Sapru (Uily the (tth(*r day said that “Sja-akimj 
fo? the Liberal 1‘arty as a whole, I can say with confidence that Sir 
dohn Simoirs utterance> will not make the least impiession on the 
Liberals,” etc. M’ill t.he liiberals in this llon-e stand by the si(h‘ (d' 
theii accredited leader^ 

No jiarticulai cIjisn oi commiinit\ will owr be abb' to ^.lain much by 
co-ojieratino- wdtli the Commis>ion. But the united and concerted action 
of all the communities and of all the difteieiit political jiarties in the 
direction of the boycott of the Commission will advance oui national 
proo’ress to a very ^leat extent. 

Mutual friendship and ^’•ood relations between the different commu- 
nities can achieve many ^reat things but communal bitterness only drags 
us tow'ards our national ruin. 

So it is high time foi' us to pause a while to most seriously consider 
our position in (lie terms ot the nation and nationalism so that we may 
decide an united line of action which will be truly benefiidal to the 
Indian nation as a whole. 

History shows that in England— the Conservatives, LiberuL oi 

Labour they wrangle and (jiiarrel over their mutual diff'erenco but 

in a matter concerning the whole English nation as a whole they all 
shake off their mutual differences and act as a nation as a whole. 

This principle can be most profitably utilised in our country and 
when our national honour and interest is at stake it is the natural duty 
of all the Indian members of all the communities to rise equal the 
occasion and to stand as an united nation. 
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The popular Ministers in more than one piovince have thought it 
in the fitness of things, to he right and pioper to throw off their job 
than the abject and downright surrender to the dictates of the bureau- 
cra(*y which wants to compel them to co-operate with the Commission 
against their ow'n free w'ili and against the mandate of the country. 

Now the tujTi has come for the Bengal Ministers and it yet remains 
to be seen how they acquit themselves in this gieat national trial. 

Leadeis of all communities have sounded a note of warning to their 
respective co-rcligionists and countrymen against the folly of being 
tempted to the apparent and so-called petty personal advantages by 
being tiaj)ped into Sir John Simon's ])arloiir and also against the wicked, 
malicious and absolutely wrong jadicy of promoting communal interests 
to the utter sacrifice of the larger, real and permanent interests of the 
nation as a wdiole. In rare and excejdional cases and under extreme 
circumstances diiferen(‘e of (jpinion may occur between the ditt'erent 
communities but in matteis relating to the entire Indian nation as a 
whole all the communities should'stund hand in hand to give an united 
front before any other nation; If we fail to achieve this end then w'e 
W’ill suiely bring about a ruin to ourselves and w’ill put us to ridicule 
both here as well as before the w’orld at laige. 

The almost unanimous resolutions that have been passed by all soits 
of different public bodies and institutions all ovei- the country to pro- 
test against the formation of any committee of the legislative Council 
to “ assist and serve ” the Simon (hunmis'-ion in any foiin bear a clear 
testimony to the volume and intensity of the strong })ubli(‘ feelings 
against the Commission. 

They have all in one voice strongly uiged ibi' the comjilete boycott 
of the (\)mmission in all its forms. 

Sir, we the elected representatives of the people here feel it our 
bounden duty to obey the mandate of the count jy and so I hope and 
trust that all the elected representatives of the j)eoplc heie wdll all in 
one voice declare in clear and unambiguous terms that we w'ill have 
nothing to do with the Commission. 

If we fail to do that then we will be false to ourselves, faBe to our 
country, false to the history and traditions of our nation amf we shall 
prove ourselves to be traitors to the countrv. 

Befoie coming to a final conclusion, I would only ask the House to 
consider who are tlie men and wdii(‘h are the associations which have 
joined hands to co-operate wdth the Commission. 

liven men who w’ere, until recently, the strongest supporters of the 
(lovernmeiit and in whom tin* Government also strongly relied, have 
decided not to co-operate with the Commission. 

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Sir Ali Imam, Sir Chimanlal Setalvad, Sir 
Sivaswamy Aiyer, the ^laharaja of Mahmudabad, Sir M. Joshi, and 
many others — who, one and all of them, weie inside the Government 



1928 .] 


SIMON COMMISSION 


and filled J'e^p()llsil)Ie po<itioti of a J^xe(*ufi\e Member of either the 
\ iceroy s CouiK'il oi* of the Ibovineial C’ouiieils — have all opj)0''ed the 
Comiiiis.'^ioii. 

The Indian National (\>n^^re>>, tlie Indian Mo.''leni l^enj^'iieat ('aJcutta, 
the Ee'Npoiisivists and the Imlej)eiideiilN, the Naticmal liberal Federa- 
tion, the Hindu Maha^abha, the lie<:i>lative Assembly, the Madias, 
Central Provinces and I iiited Pi'ovinees Councils, tlie leading Indian 
commercial bodies and almost all the public bodies liave in one voice 
opposed the Commission. 

It is a well knou n fact fhat on the IStb of' Febiuar\ last the majority 
of the Muhammadan members (d the Assembly voted not with the 
Government Imt with those who will have nothiiijr to do uifh the Com- 
mission. 

Fven the Ilon'ble Sii Idieroze Sethna, a commeicial ma^aiet of* 
Bombay and a jirominent Liberal leader, opjiosed co-o])eiaiion ^^ith the 
Commi>si()n and deidaied that tlie exclusion of Indians from the (kmi- 
mission meant the faking:'’ away from them id the li^dits of citizenship 
of the Empire and lowered them to the jiosition of mere ])etitioners. 

So w’e should sacrifice all oui- personal or communal interests and 
petty advanta^^'es before our ‘^reat Indian National Altm-. A\*e should 
forgive and forget all our mutual differem^es and should fi^dit shoulder 
to shoulder for our mutual common jjrood and to build up oui mighty 
Indian nation on such a strong' basis that it will be well ni^^h impossible 
for the enemies of the count ly to shake it. 

In conclusion I ajijieal to every Indian elected member of this House 
to remember that by voting for co-o])eration witli this Comniis.sion we 
yvill be exposing- ourselves to utmost degradation in the eyes of tin* world 
at lar^»‘e, we will defer the day of oui deliverance and thus shall jnove 
to be a traitor ourselves. 

In fact tbeie is no i)lac(‘ (d' hoiioui for us in the coristif ution of this 
(Toyernmeiit unless yve a^ree to suiiendei abjectly to all their (bunamL 
and to play to their tune eveiyw hei<‘. 

AVe should not be under any delusions, we mu^t lealise tliat yv(‘ haye 
been deluded only by hi^h j)romise> in hij.,di soundiii^»‘ woriL on many 
a occasion. ■ s* 

AA^e should realise that and knowin^^ it as it is we .should (deaily 
lefuse to accept the crumbs tlii'y^ throw to us. 

I hope and trust that yve the elected membeis of this House shall fully 
realise our j^n-eat responsibility towards oui- own country and nation for 
yvorthily maintaining the honour of Bengal and shall stick to our atti- 
tude and shall all unite to march onwaid with honour and self-iespect. 

AA’ith these observations I strongly support the amendment of Srijut 
Naliniranjan Sarker. 
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Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURi: I heg to move, by way of 
ii?iieiKlmeiit, that rhe consideratioii of the lesolution be adjourned till 
utter a general election ot the C »uneil on the i.ssiies rai'-ed by the hm.)1u- 
tion. Owing to a mi-take th.e I/egi>lative Depaitivent two of my 
amendment.- wer** mei‘,ed ini'* t m‘, bui mi^tak(‘ ha- now been 

<‘orreeted. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: 1 il>ink, \cn quite .satisfied now. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sh, I have ^-i\en notice 
ot this amendjiient not so much a- a i!'eiLl)er oj tlu' ('migiea^, Imt as a 
nuMubei' of thist’ouncil elected by a gcueial ( onstitueiu‘\ . I liave given 
notice ot it not s(> much lu'caiise I desiie to coiiimit the Council to 
paificulai' political view-, bat ])ecause sitting beie in i\ repieseiitative 
<'ai)acity, I slumld like ioj n\^(dCan(l my tdected colleague- the oj»p i- 
tunity ot ap[)J'oac)'iug oui constituencies and consultin'^ tlieii- views ( ii 
the very impoitant issues laised by the je-olution. It i- alb'ged, Sii. 
in season and out of sea-on, by oui detiactois in tlieii ]'e])oits ami blue 
books that in voting on impojtani (jue-lmn- wi* aie moie guided b\ 
our ])(diii(nil view.- and predil^'ction.- and think Ics- ot oin electois ami 
tlndr wi.slies. 1 want, Sn. to test the sincei'it> oi tho-e detiactors onci' 
and for all and know whether tiiey are })rej)are(l to allow this Council 
to seek foj' the verdict oi tlo‘ jieojile of llengal on such a capital issue. 
The ti-aducei's ot the people’.- representative- tintlier alldge in then 
leports and blue books that we do not take sufiicient care to educate 
th(‘ electorate. Aie tht‘y prepartal to give the electial membeis a flesh 
ojiportunity to educate th'eir ('lectors on the imp.irtant (|ue'tions raised 
by the resolution^ 

Tiie appointment, constitution, piocedure and function of the Simon 
Coiumis-iim have raised (juestions affecting the future petition, status, 
and constitution of the countiy. Can any one pretend that these vital 
que-tions weie before the ebn-tois at the last general election or that 
they come within the scope of our delegation!'^ We who aie ele(*ted to 
represent our countiyniev lieit, nj^ we not consult them before we go 
to assi.-t this one-sided en(/^W^1itTituted liy an interested party, carried 
out by a non-Indian agency, and pie-ided over by a person who waxed 
<^lo(iuent on one jninciple in 'supporting tlie Irish Free State Bill and 
is pursuing and giving effect to (piite a different one on the Indian 
soily Simply because a command (‘onies from overseas, mus't we, 
without a mandate from our con.stituencies, associate with the Commis- 
sion on which Indians have no plac^e, with which Indians are only 
s'uffered to associate, to ijfho.se rejiort Indiana have no right t>o subscribe, 
and decisions on whose recommendations will be taken not by the Indian 
people and their repre.sentatives? We know it at least from one of 
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Sir John Simon's «pee<‘hes tliat the eonstitiitions of other parts of the 
British dominioiivs were prepared by the representatives of those iloiui- 
nions. Only heie in this case a different proeeduie is to be f(»llowed, 
India must not be allowed to traine her own future (‘on.stitution. The 
report will be made and the lines of the future constitution indicated 
by an alien body because, a> liord Birkenhead has said with the ^neaiest 
frankness, the British Jhirliament cannot trust any but its own repre- 
sentatives even in making the inquiry and the leport. 

5-15 p.m. 

Knowinjj: this position ami yet without a mandate fn)m our consti- 
tueneies how (‘an we fro to assist a f-(unmissi(»n appointed in denial of 
India’s bii-th-rffrht, constituted in frank distrust of India and Indians 
without explaininfi' the wh()h‘ situation to our electois and definitely 
knowiiifr their mindl" For after all we are heie to inteipret their wishes 
and not oujs whatever our individual ojdnion mifrht be. 

Then afrain it is a well-known principle “Delefratiis non potest 
deleira^c.” Delefrates as we are, here have we the power to delefrate 
Neven members to make oi' mar the future of the country unless we aic 
specially chaifred to do so^ But then the penny wise siys “ You must 
make the best of a bad job. (lo and insist on India's demands in the 
conference.” The chance of sj)eakin<r is yours undoubtedly hut of the 
rifrhts of recommendinfr, fai' less v)f fakinf» decisions, you have none. 
Notes of dissent hovvevei- ably j)enned have no place in the })ailiameritajy 
scheme thoufrh they ma\ find a place in the unnexurc oj' ap])endi.\ to the 
(’oinmission’s^ re])oit. lAn was it not said b\ L(»rd Biikenhead afrain 
that Ihnliament in appoinfiiif: tin* (k)mmi,s.‘?ion e.xpected a unanitnous 
lepoit and what can “ unanimous ” mean hut unanimous in the jejec- 
tion of all advan(*ed Indian views and demands. The Ibussian junkei- 
on the Fiiifilish soil says “Boycott or no boycott, the F-ommission will 
('any out its task.” liCt it, if it can. So carried out theij- task the 
Austrian Emperor’s af^ents with reference to JTunf;-aiy’, so carried out 
their task the af^ents of the Tsar in Russia, so carried out their task 
only recently and neaier home tin* Milner (’ommission in March, 1920. 
The last AVoild War has not ceitainly led to (dimination of all 
“Kaiseis ” and Kultur ” leaders that we all know. 

Frances(‘o Nitti has rightly said: — 

“ We believe that w'e had overthrown William II. . . . But the 
spirit which lived in him remain.^ Certain heads of Govern- 
ment are now' uttering words whidi he w’ould never have dared to speak, 
words which are an absolute negation not only of freedom and 
demotuacy, but of the very principles of .social order. Insanely, 
cynically, force is exalted, imperialistic proclamations are drawn up, 
the right of conquest is dei'lared. . . . Ten years ago, in the hour of 

6 
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peril, we proclaimed the rnion of the Natioim, the necessity of dis- 
arinaiiient. The war wa*' to prepare the way for peace. 

“ What has actually happened? 

* * * ♦ * 

“ Free institutions are held in sc(»rn by ^neater numbers^ than at any 
time durin^jf the past century.’’ 

The timid with no faith in India’s future on the contrary says: 
“ But then the jud^mient will f?o ag*ain8t you by default.” Where is 
the ^^’uarantee that the jud^nnent of the “ Soi disant ” judfjes and 
tiustees will be otherwise it only we put in appearance? We are not 
even a juror or jud<^e of facts, friends. l:ou have only the ri^ht to 
hear and speak and suj’T^est at some sta^»:es. Not one of your opinions 
is binding on any body nor have you the ri^*ht to (dian^e a comma 
eithei’ in tlie report or in the (omin^ Government of India Bill. 

Summed up, the position therefore is that by not associating^ with 
the Commission you simply lose the ri^dit to hear and make ineffectual 
submissions. By dissociating you save India's sclf-i'espect. You do 
not bartei' away the country’s inalienable biitli-i i^ht to Irame hei’ own 
constitution, .ludgment may ‘»o a‘‘ainst us but not tlm ri‘>ht to spurn 
the exjiarte decree. For I'emembei that aftei‘ all the execuiion will 
dejjend on your co-op(‘ration and >oui- co-(>j)eration alone. Neifhei- can 
we Jifford to forget the noble words of piotest utteied in circumstances 
similar to ours by another down-trodden nation that ]uo< now fortunately 
recovered its freedom: — 

“ It is ])Ossible that our country will anain pass haid times: 
We (‘annot avert them by saciificin^' our duties as citizens. The consti- 
tutional fieedom of the land is not our private possession to be freely 
disposed of: the Nation has with faith entrusted it to our keepin^j- and 
we are answerable to oui- country and to our conscience.” AVe ” will 
suffer without losiiif? coura^^e as " our ” ancestors endured and suffered.” 
” For what mi^’ht and power take away time and favourable circum- 
stances may restore but the leco'ery of what a nation i*euounces of her 
.iwn accoj’d througii fear of sufferin'*’- must be a matter of difficulty and 
uncertainty.” 

But tlie ([ue^tioji of questions remains: aie you in the name of 
” Bes]ionsible Government ’Voin^iT to receive a trainin^^ in iiresponsibi- 
lity? Aie you prejiared to forj^ef your electors in such a f^neat crisis? 

If this motion be not earned, I move, by way of amendment, that 
the consideration of the resolution be adjourned until this Council 
formulates its scheme of constitutional refoinis. 

The one simple reason for moviii*? this rt'solution is that the Council 
cannot j^ive a carte blanche to seven members and depute them without 
stating- the principles which they will have to abide by in the joint 



1928.] 


SIMON COMMISSION. 


83 


conference even if the Council he at all inclined to co-operute with the 
Simon Commission. This resolution does nut arise so tar as we are 
concerned. My point is that even if the Council be inclined to recom- 
mend the appointment ol a (ommittee, then also the Council should 
not take the resolution into their consideration now and immediately, 
that is, the committee should not be constituted unless and until the 
Council has formulated its scheme of reforms. 

Mr. SARAT C. BASU: I move, by way of ameiidineni, that the 
question of the apimintmcnt ot a ('ommittee ot tins Council he jiost- 
poned till the publication of the decision of the All-1 ‘aity (N)nterence 
regarding the constitution. Mine, therefore, a very humble amend- 
ment which I have moved. The reason ioi jmtting forward this 
motion is based on one thing, namely, that 1 do not entertain the 
original resolution. The llon'ble Nawab liahadur jnojmses that steps 
should be taken to give effect to the proposal of the Statutory Com- 
mission that a Committee of the Jieji’i/Nlative Council be appointed to 
assist the (himmission. If I understand the word “assist*’ aright, J 
believe it has got an inherent idea ol mutuality. We are called ujion 
to assist the (.’ommission ! Ilut have we been asked lor our assistaiici^ 
Has there been any call upon IIiIn (A)uncil to come foiward to a^si^t 
the operation of this Statutory Commission ^ II tlieri* is no invitation 
to us to assii^t, it would b(‘ inipertimmt on oui' part to go ourselves 
uninvited and tell them that we liavi* come to assist you. It is a 
Statutory (Vmimission issued under the Royal Mandate* to (!(► what we 
have not been able to make out y(‘t ; and that is one* of the* reasons 
for which 1, for my paii, at any rate, feel that to go any ^tep lorward 
in any direction with regard to the Statutory Commissimi will be ti> 
take a big leap in the dark. We have* be*e*n familiar with the* various 
measures that have been jmt forward since 17J)d when the constitui ioie 
of the Hritish (xoveinmemt wais first frameel. We all km)w the (’ode 
of regulations which endeaird the Biitish aelmin isfiat ion foj’ the 
countrv. We have be*en tolei thereafter that from time to time measuroi^ 
have been iiitre)duced with a view to better and improve that crjiistitu- 
tion; but we know to our cost how’ that iinjnovement has affected us. 
Whenever, therefore, a proposal was set on foot by the Government of 
the countiT for bringing better condition of things, we have known 
by our past and present experiences that the result has been letrograde. 
Now, the prersent constitution, which has been ruling the country, has 
been extolled beyond all measure by every' om* connected with the 
Government. If it is so good then why has there been such an 
endeavour to make it better? This eagerness, therefore, for improving 
and bettering the constitution is a thing which the people of Bengal— 
having had past experiences for so many years, know how it affects 
them. I believe, and it is the ex]»eiience of many of my countrymen, 
that whenever there is a measure retrograde in its real object, it is 
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put forward in the name of some of our countrymen and for our 
destinictioii. This proposal hais been made by the Nawab Bahadur 
whom we respecd- so much and who has endeared himself to our 
affection and esteem. We cannot for a moment believe that he U 
really responsible for the resolution. As we believe — knowing* him as 
we do — knowing* the tendency of his inclinations — knowing his anxious 
desire to benefit his (‘oiintrymen, we consider that he is innocent of 
the whole thing. He has been put forward to move the resolution, 
but ever obliging as he is, he could not refuse, however disaistrous it 
may be to our country’s cause. 

5 p.m. 

What U more, as 1 have already said, he a^ks us to assist. To assist 
in what way!^ Nothing is indicated in the jesolution as to how we arc 
to assist. Assist in the deliberations*^ That recjuiies invitation. 
Assist in going with them as (“amp followers wheji they go from place 
to placed We are unable to do that as oui time does not permit. 
Then wliat are we to do!"' There has as yet been no definite proposal 
that we have got to do this thing or that thing or the othei thing. I 
am not one of those who simply go on with th(‘ vague idea of assistance. 
There are, we know, people wh(> are always for assisting the (.Tovern- 
nient, people belonging to oui coniimiiiity, j)eoj)lt‘ belong*ing to this 
(*ouiitiy, people who are always willing and ready to assist (he (rovern- 
ment, but really with a view to a.ssisting themselves. We aie in(*apab]e 
of doing such a thing. In our religion, in our mythologies, we have 
known from our infuiK'v that there is always a danger in attending a 
ceremony without invitation. The whole (“O'.mos of Hindu philosophy 
has been almost based on that maxim — that uninvited we cannot go. 
Tf there had been any invitation issued by the Koyal ((omniission to 
this Council and if we had been told what we should have tf) do to 
keep that invitation, we could then think about this. The whole thing 
therefore is so vague, so commonpla(*e, so unmeaning, so pointless that 
if w'e go to the (hnnmission to assist them without any invitation from 
them, that would be a veritable leap in the dark and we may cut our 
throats thereby. Already we are bad enough and we do not want to 
make ourselves worse. It is for this reason that without any comment 
upon the virtues or vices of the Commission T have made the simple 
prayer “ let us wait and see what this Commission is, first of all, and 
secondly, what this Commission is going to do. What are the measures 
they projK)se to carry through? For that reason a Conference has 
already been convened and T believe it is sitting to enquire all about 
it.” What we pray now is that time may be given to us to think 
about it l>efore we are called upon to assist. At any rate we should 
wait till we are asked by the Commission to assist. If the Commission 
does not want us we have no business to go to them at all. What I 
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am afraid of and what many of my countrymen like myself are afraid 
of, is — what are we to do in the absence of this invitation. How can 
we possibly be of aissistaiice to theiiir' AVe know that there are maladies 
enouj»‘h in the body politic of Beng-al at any rate if not in India 
geiiemlly. Now, what is a Iloyal Commi.Nsion y X(>body has told us 
anythin^'’ about it yet. J)(»es the (fovemment like doliiisonV mother 
think that all maladies can be cuied by rej^al t(ni(‘h !" We ha\e not 
been able to conceive what we have j;(»t to do and what to avoid. 
Therefore my request to the hon’ble members of this Houise is to wait 
and see. Theie is no harm in waiting. The (Commission is here and 
IS not j^oinjif to I’liii away. Tict ns see what thinj^s, wliat ideas the> 
ti)rmulate, what meaMll‘e'^ they pr<qatse to put torwaid for our (l(‘struc. 
tion. Let us know all these and then we shall be al)le to take projau 
steps either t(»r making- or for unmakiii*^ it, either for i’‘oino- alon*.;' with 
it or for standiu”’ in front of it iii r)pposition. bet us uait aTid let us 
know and think ovei the matter. 

Foi' that reason I j)roj>ose that the (|Uestion of the apj)oii!tinent of 
a committee of this bCouncil be postponed till the ])ub]ication of tlie 
decision of the All-Parties (Conference repn-din^ the constitution 

( )ne other tiling. We have been asked to form a coinnutt^M*, but 
committee of whaty (Committees can be ap])ointed undei' tin* (lovein- 
ment of India Act but 1 do not find any measure o]- section or rule 
anywlieie that authorises the ajjpointment of siudi a (a)mmitt(‘e. Who 
asks us to make thii*. committee or shall we have to form a committee 
under the rules that have been ^iven under the (ioveiinnent of India 
Acty Nothin^'- has been mentioned and nothing- done. Therefore I 
siilmiit that the thin^^ is to(» premature to think of. and we ask vou 
all to save ourselves from the well-meaning peojde like the Nawab 
Bahadur who ask us to assist the Commission. We cannot be respon- 
sible for the measuies to be brought forward and we must Tiof put 
ourselves in the same situation as the Nawab Bahadui' has been placed 
and ask Mr. Lresident and the (ioveinment to make Ui> wisi*. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All the amendments pioposing the prjstpcnement 
of the consideration of the subject embodied in the je^olution arc now- 
before the House. T invite a general discussion cm them. 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: T lisp to support 
the aniendmeiit that has been move<l by my fiieml AIj'. Sarkei' In doing 
so I propose to confine mvself tnainly to tw'o giounds; the fii^-t gnuind 
that T would urge against the consideration of such res(dutir)n to-day 
is that the Council should refuse to discuss a <iuesfion like this at a 
time when the attention of the whole country should be concentrated 
upon the solution of a problem wdiich is to mv mind of paramount 
importance both to (lovernment and to the people of Bengal. 
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The question that I would ask the chosen representatives of the 
j)eople assembled in this House to consider to-day is as to w^hether they 
w'ould be doing their duties to the people if they were engaged in a 
mere academic discussion regarding some verbal changes in the word- 
ings of a meaningless resolution (I advisedly use the word “meaning- 
less when a dying population is looking up to them for substantial 
help in their hour of need. I consider it a cruel dispensation of fate 
lhat we hare been summoned lo a special session of the Council to hold 
a debate ov(‘r the formation of a committee to assist the Statutory Com- 
mission at a time when the piteous cries of the famished and starving 
men, women and children (tuning from the f'amine-stri(*ken areas of the 
provin(‘e have filled the whole atmosphere of the country and heart- 
rending tales of our brothers and sisters embracing the tortures of a 
slow lingering death from acdual starvation are leaching us daily from 
places which are under the grip of a terrible famine. 

I happen to represent the district of Dinajpur and the people of my 
constituency in the Balurghat s^ubdivision are now passing through 
most trying times on account of failure of (‘lops during three successive 
years. They liave struggled hard t(> keej) their body and .soul together 
for the last nine months; they have sold away all their belongings 
including their cattle and their utensiK and they have now completely 
broken down. The pangs (d' hungei* have made the jieojile desjieiate. 
Ibirents selling away their children, husbands selling away their wives 
and men and women trying to put an end to theii- own lives by com- 
mitting suicide to get rid of flie pangs of hungei- are l)eing frequently 
reported. Cn fortunately the officials on the sp(>t have tried to explain 
away all these incidents in an ingenious manner, Imt in spite of all 
that they have said they feel (-onstrained to admit that the distress is 
intensely acute. They cannot deny that the pefiple are going without 
food and that many people Jire actually living upon meals consisting of 
boiled jute leaves, hirhn leaves and leaves of other trees. 

Ilejiorfsof starvation from the districts of Bankuia, Birbhum, Khulna 
and Mulda are also reaching us. Anyone who has a heart within him 
cannot but be moved by the tales of agony reaching his ears every day. 
The Bengal Provincial Congress Committee and other associations and 
local committees are trying their very be^ to render such help to the 
people as they can. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chakravarti, the subject to which you are 
referrng touches a sympathetic cord in my heait, but we are not dis- 
cussing that subject now. You must confine yourself to the amendment. 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: I submit that the 
ground for my referring to this subject is to biing out the fact that 
Government have not called a special se.ssion of the Council to consider 
this situation. These are the arguments which I am advancing and 
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addressing to the members of this House to enable them to (‘oiisider as 
to whether thej^ should or should not consider the resolution until the 
Government have (‘ailed a special session of tlie House. In that view 
I submit that these are lelevant matters. Anyone who has a heait 
within him cannot but be moved by the tales of agony. The llengal 
Ib'ovincial Congress Committee 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Mr. ('hakiavarti that has got nothing to do 
with the amendments under discussion. Will uui please deal witli tlie 
amendments? 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Do I uixhrstand 
that I am not allowed to mention these matters. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think \ou should not do that. You should 
speak on the amendments. 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: 1 say that the 
(question that naturally arises to-day “Is the Government doing all that 
is possible to be done.” S]>eaking for myselt and speaking about my 
own district I sav without the slightest hesitation that the (|uestion can 
be answered only in the negative, iiovernment have anticij)at(‘d 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is this with regard to the famine or with regard 
to the Simon Commission? 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI : 1 am ju t making 
out my j)oint that having these facts l)efore Goveinnu'nt it was their 
bounden duty to call a s])ecial session of the Ibmse to consider this 
matter and as the Government have not done so I ask the membtus of 
the House to set their faces resolutely against the consideration of the reso- 
lution now before the House. In eluc'idation (d‘ this j)oint it is necessary 
that I should plac e these facts before the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : You ha\e already thiashed (Hit that })oint. Y"ou 
need not go any furthei-. I am afiaid I must ask you to confine youiself 
to the amendments. 

o-4b p.m. 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Now, Sir, the 
first ground which 1 want to urge is this. I most eainestly upj)eal 
through you to the members of this House to consider this point as to 
whether they do or do m^t think that it was high time that the Govern- 
ment called a special session of the Council to consider the urgent situa- 
tion that has arisen in the country. And if (jovernment do not do that 
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I appeal to you to consider whether this resolution should be considered 
by them in preference to a more important subject like this. Now, Sir, 
I listened with great attention to the speech that was delivered by the 
Hon’ble the Nawab Bahadur who moved this resolution. He said that 
the appointment of the Committee could not be delayed. The one 
question that I will put to the members of this House to consider is this : 
AV’hich is of greater importance^ The appointment of the Committee 
or the saving of human lives'' It is for the members of this Council 
to answer this question. 

My second giound is that the lesoliition is absolutely uncalled for, 
as the British Bailiament nevei- contemplated that the Statutory ('om- 
mission should consist of membeus of the Indian Legislative Councils. 
The lesolution is to the effect that a Committee of the Legislative 
(/V)uncil be appointed to assist the (^)mmission. The fiist question that 
naturally arises in this connection is this: AVho wants this assistance 
and whyj^ It may be in the reccjHection of the members of this House 
that wlien a proposal like this was thrown out by the Legislative 
Assembly, liord Birkenhead in a speech at Doncaster on the I7th of 
Februaiy, said: “I wish to make it as j)lain as I possibly can that 
either with the assistance of the Indian Legislatures or without their 
assistan(‘e, this Commission will carry its task to completion.” His 
Loidship in a few well-chosen words has given out the whole truth 
about the matter. When the British Parliament aj)pointed the Statu- 
tory Commission, Indians were studiously excluded from being members 
of the Commission on the ground of their unfitness, for reasons which 
I need lud leiterate. When how^ever Sir J(din Simon and his colleagues 
landed at Bombay they found a tremendous wave of opposition to the 
Commission, and the word “ boycott ” was on everybody’s lips. A shrewd 
lawyer and a man of business, as Sir John Simon is, he at once hit 
upon a plan of conciliating Indian opinion by writing a letter to His 
Excellency the Viceroy that he would have committees of the Indian 
legislatures to assist him. Indians however are not going to be be- 
fooled by the gesture and the boycott continued. The Secretary of State 
found that the Indian politicians were no longer in a mood to be duped, 
so he gave out his mind in very jdain terms. He said in the course 
of the same speech: “If organised political opinion in India (mark 
the word, Sir!) chooses to maintain itself in ^ilent boycotting and aloof- 
ne'is, nevertheless the work of the (’ommission will be performed.” 
Now, Sir, none in India ever felt any doubt about the truth of what 
His Lordship said. Parliament did not want the assistance of Indians 
in the matter of the examination of the question of fitness of Indians 
for self-rule. The British Parliament knows perfectly well that Indians 
of all shades of opinmn hold the view that they are fit for self-rule. 
The Indian National Congress had declared in very clear terms that 
complete independence is the goal of its aspirations. England, how- 
ever, holds the view that India is not fit for swaraj or independence, and 
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with a view to have a declaration to that effect in a formal manner this 
Commission has been appointed. Who could ever entertain the liope 
that hnp-land would ever willinj^ly a^rree to Indians controlling their 
own affairs. Ln^jland knows very A\ell that if Indians are allowed to 
nianajjre their own affairs in the best way that they thou^^ht fit, without 
any outside inteiference, the first tiling* they uould do would be to stop 
the economic exjiloitation of India by Kn^'Iand with a view to enable 
them to live and prosper, hn^land (‘unnot jujssibly be expected to be 
a wulling* paity to sucli an aiiangement. India is tlie brightest jewel 
in the crown of Lngland — a happy hunting gi'ound fen* the JMiglish 
adventurers to make themselves lich by tlie use of all possible ueajeons 
as a conquering race may force upon the coiuiuered. " Our foiefathers 
took India loi* the j>uij)ose of exjeloiting its i*esour(‘cs, and we hold it 
to-day for the same immoial j)urpose ” says l)r. V. II. Rutherford in 
his book Modern Indm: l(s l^rtthlems and f/wii S(diitu>n written after 
his tour in India in 192(). So it must be j)ert'ectly j)lain to any one, 
any casual observer, that the British 4‘arliament cannot be ex[)ected to 
confer swaraj on India, and it s*eems to me that those of our politicians 
who so often talk about the giant (d swaiaj oi* home-rule by the British 
Barliameiit, do so under a self-deception. They must know in their 
heart of hearts that swaraj cannot be granted by one nation to another. 
It must always be achieved and achieved by a heavy ‘•acrifice. No one can 
shut his eyes and his ears to the revolutionary changes acccunplished by 
other nations, abroad in Kunqie and in Asia, inqielled b\ the spirit of 
freedom, and of developing theii own resources tor their own benefit 
to the exclusion of foreigneis. 

India to-day is moving with the time-spirit, and Indians aie deter- 
mined no longer to lemain content with being heweis of wood and 
drawers of water in their own country. It is impossible to check the 
onward march of the surging waves by a mere (‘ommand of the mouth : 
Thus far and no further. How then can the (piestion of the appoint- 
ment of a committee of the legislature to assist the Commission arisen 
The British Parliament never wanted such assistam'e, because they 
thought that the Indian politicians could not be exfjected to take a dis- 
passionate view of things. 

Sir, to my mind the position ot the committee in plain words is a 
position akin to that of chapiassis and khitmutgars who ceitainly assist 
their masters but cannot contiol their action. 

Delhi, Madias, the United Provinces, and the Ontral Provinces, 
have rejected the jiroposal. All honoui to them I Will Bengal to-day 
fail to keep uj) its position as the most forward province in India by 
Jejectiiig the projiosal made by the Ilon’ble Nawal) Bahadui ? I hope 
not. The Indian represemtative-s in the Legi^lative Assembly wanted 
a round-table conference to settle a constitution for India. The (Govern- 
ment of India and the British Pailiament have rejected that proposal. 
Their express policy is to exclude Indians from having any hand in 
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the shaping of their own destinies. Indians have no place, therefore, 
in the Commission, and to appoint a committee to assist the Commission 
is absolutely meaningless. The present move is merely a trap to catch 
some of us who may be still wavering. Let us show by our votes to-day 
that we refuse to fall into their trap. 


Mr, J, M. SEN GUPTA: On a point of order, Sir. You said just 
now that the amendments lelating to the postponement of the consi- 
deration of tlie resolution moved by the ITon’ble Member are now open 
for de])ate. The question is this; tliere are other amendments, viz.. 
Nos. 10-17, on tliis resolution, and T want to know from you. Sir, in 
case the otlier amendments are not moved, does it mean that no one 
^Ise will be allowed to s])eak on the oriirinal lesolution or amendments? 
Supposing, Sir, the other amendments are moved, then a speaker who 
has spoken once will not b(‘ allowed to speak again on any one of these 
amendments. I want to have this infoiination from you; whether 
by speaking on this amendment a mendiei’ loses his right to speak 
again on the subsequent amendments? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: That is always left to the discretion of the 
Tresident. The usual praidice is that a member is not allowed to 
^^peak twice on one subjeid ; but he can even do so if permitted by the 
President. 

Dr, PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA; May 1 know what is tho 
procedure to be adopted in legard to voting on these amendments? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: 1 am going to put them to vote sejiarately, one 
by one. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: After all the amendments 
Lave been moved? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T will put to vote amendments Nos. 4-9 one 
after another and then take up No. 10. 

Mr, J. M, SEN CUPTA: Supposing, Sii, amendments Nos. 10-17 
ai'e not moved, I take it you will proceed with the voting. But if 
those amendments are moved, some of us wmild like to speak on them. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order. Sir. 
It the speaker speaks on the general amendments Nos. 4-9 how does 
he lose his right to speak on subsequent amendments? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: He does not lose his rig’ht at all, hut it is for 
him to decide whether he should speak on a particular aineudnient or 
not. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: They may choose to 
speak twice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Quit e so, nothin^' juevciits them from doin^’ so 
provided they do not sjieak twice on one amendment without m\ 
permission. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: It any one wislies to o])])ose 
the proposal of tlie Hnn’lile Nawah Ihihadur, will he he allowed to do 
so after the amendments liave been moved r 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y es, aftei' the amendments have heen disposed 
of, the ori<^'inal lesolution can he discussed. 

Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Mr. President , Sii , I liave 
listened with mucli attention to th(‘ sjieecli whiidi has hemi dtdivered 
hy the mover of the first amendment, as aPo to tlie other suhse(|uent 
speeches hut I fail to discovei- any co^^ent leaMiimij^ wliatsoevei- that 
may lead the memhers of tliis House to aj^'i'^^e to his projiosal of jio^t- 
poninfz ihe consideration ol the main resolution .vnc dir. It simmiis 
that all these amendments arc* meiely the outcome of a mistaken 
desire on the jiait of tlu^ niov(‘i> and their jiaity to non-(‘o-oj)erate with 
the Simon rommission. It the mere delifiht of olistruction has no 
charm for my fimuids op])osite, 1 will readily admit that they too aie 
actuated hy lionest convictions in thinkiii'* that tlie ‘^oal which is 
common to us all. naimd\, a self-tz-ox eiiiinjr India, can best oi can 
only he attained hy the proces^ of non-co-operation. 

6 p.m. 

But, Sii’, may I ask my friends opposite what lias been th(* lesiilt 
of this policy of non-co-o])erat ion extending- over the last seven years 
or more. Has that policy lirou^ht the ‘»:oal of i esjionsihle ^oiveinment 
a whit nearer^ Has it in any wav advanced the cause (d oui* countiy’s 
progress or removed in the sliydite.st ('(‘^»-ree our manifold national 
wants either material, moral, jiolitical or economic'' Has it hi ought 
in its train any constructive work for our national well-being ? Has 
it removed the want of pure drinking water in our ruial areas, or 
impeded the piogress of tell diseases such as cludera and malaria, 
which alone are responsible tor cairying to immature graves millions 
of our countrymen F I challenge them, Sir, to point to a single 
beneficient result that has accrued to us from this futile and jiuerile 
policy of non-co-operation, which, on the other hand, has merely 



92 


SIMON COMMISSION. 


f9TH July 


ushered in irresponsibility and has only caused obstniction and clogged 
the T^heels of our national progress dunng all these years — when other- 
wise a substantial advance might have been made in various direc- 
tions in our material welfare. I can therefore only deplore that their 
experience of failure in their policy and practice of non-co-operation 
has made them perhaps sadder hut surely not a hit wiser. Would 
i1 be too much to make a final appeal to them, who from a mistaken 
sense of patriotism oie pursuing this policy to carefully take a fresh 
and dispassionate suivey of the entire situation, and while there is 
yet time to lend a helping hand towards the evolution of our national 
constitution and thus to speed oui- motherland further onwards on 
the path of ordered progress? Would it be too much. Sir, t(> appeal 
to their sense of patriotism, their sense of duty, in which I am suie 
they lack not, to tear the \eil of mirage from off their eyes and look 
ahead to the promised land and realise that the way to it is long and 
weary and an uphill trudge, where lialts have to be made at different 
stages to take lireatli, and that .it is only by conscientious, hard and 
consti'uctive work that they can ho})e to leach the summit. Here then 
is a glorious chance. India is again at the threshold of a great 0 ])por- 
tunity which n(» patriotic Indian should liglitly throw away. 

Mr. Naliniranjan Sarlou* has referred to the tiade facilities which 
aie considered to be the most important assets so far as India is con- 
(‘erned. lie has said that because England is desirous of exploiting 
India she is never likely to grant dominion status to India, or if I 
have heard him aright words to that effect I may say in reply, 
assuming that is so, it is tor that veiy leason England is likely to 
grant us dominion status, for trade facilities are indeed the most 
important factors to be (‘onsidered. As long as it is felt that India 
is able to care for herself, that we are able to stand on our own legs, 
that we can efficiently govern our own countiy, and are fit for the 
full measure of self-government if will be to the material interest of 
England herself to confer dominion status on India. 

Sii‘, the (V)mmission is a settled fact and no Lord Morley is there 
to unsettle it. The Secretary of State has stated, the Prime Minister 
has affirmed, that when jourm*ying in the Provinces the (Committee 
of the members of tlie 1‘rovincial Councils will act with the Simon 
(kmimission as their <*olleagues. Sir John Simon himself desire that 
there should be an Indian wing composed of equal numlier of members 
as his own (kimmission to work jointly with it. The members of the 
Commission are due to return to India in the eaily part of the next 
cold weather, when they will begin their labour of enquiring into the 
working of the system of Government since the introduction of the 
Reforms, and of taking due note of the defects and shortcomings in 
the system that has ali-eudy been introduced as als() of our national 
aspirations as to what further progress we desire in the evolution of 
our constitution, and to what extent we are fit to receive full measure 
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of self-^overuiiieiit. Is it therefore not meet and proper for oui'selves 
to participate in this work, ;ind 1o press tor as full a measure of self- 
government as we are fit to receive, and demand foi- safeguards ne(‘es- 
sary to be embodied as a part and paivel of <lie coiistitiifion ioi tJie 
protection of our legitimate rights and interests, particularly ot the 
minority communities? If the (Consideration of this resolution for the 
appointment of a Committee of this House be postponed .suw <he, 
would it not tantamount to letting our (‘ase go by default? Would it 
not tantamount to a betrayal ot the trust that has been reposed in us 
by our constituencies? Is it not only right and proper that we should 
make out as good a case as we can for fiuther reforms if we desire 
Provincial autonomy, if we desire that India should he a self-governing 
country with dominion status conferred on hei ? It can only be by co- 
operation, unless we aie prepared to at once wiest (‘omplete indepen- 
dence and freedom foi (»ur country by the help of the sword and j>erha])s 
with an army from ^lars. The latter ev(*ntuality js scarcely liktdy, 
and if we have got to get it out of the British Parliament it can only 
be done as I have said, by showing that we are fit for furthei* leforms 
by co-(jperating wdth the members of the Commission in pressing 
foiward our legitimate claims. It is no use blinking the fact that 
the British Parliament under present conditions can alone detioinine 
India’s future. The ([uestion, whethei the procedure that has been 
adopted by Parliament with regard to the present (‘lujuiry has given 
us any cause for umbrage, has been discussed so threadbare lioth in 
the press and on the platform that T do not propose to dilate on it 
here. 

Hefei ence has been made bj several speakers to eminent men like 
Sir Ali Imam and ^fr. dinnah, one of whom has >pent a good deal 
of his time in the seivi(‘e of the Crown and countiy. T w'ould ask 
them to considei’ for a moment what is the leal scope of the (.\>mmis- 
sion and what the Commission aie going to do. They are coming 
here to en([uire into the working ot the jnesent system of constitution, 
the conduct of political India, in otimr wonK the conduct of so manv 
thousands of members of Legislative C<mncils all ovei India, who 
have been and arc* working the Reforms, be they Indians, Kuropeans, 
or Anglo-Indians. Therefore, I tail to see how anyone whose conduct 
w'ould be the subject of emiuirv can take umbrage, much moie an 
insult if he is not put on that Commission, (A voick: Reforms and 
Knighthood go together.) 

I \vould only say that my triends opposite demanded a Round Table 
Conference and Sir John Simon has given it t(» them in the shape of a 
free joint conference*. They asked for an ecjuality of status and Sir 
John Simon has given them the ecjuality of >tatus. (Question, 
Question.)The Punjab Committee demanded that no distinction between 
it.s own members and the members of the Commi.ssion be made in respect 
of examination of witnesses and acce;ts to all documents, and the same 
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has been readily acceded to. The Indian committees will have further 
the li^ht to draw np a separate report for presentation to the leg^islative 
bodies that appointed them, or if they so desire they could send the 
same to the Joint Obinmitlee of both Houstes of Parliament for consi- 
deiation along with the Report of the Royal Commission. Briefly, Sir 
John Simonas scheme, as now evolved, assures most complete representa- 
tion of all Indian interests at every rtage of the enquiry. In point of 
fact, the Indian members on these committees will take fuller and more 
adeipiate part in all the work of constitution-making than would have 
been the case if two or three iTidians had been made members of the 
Royal Commission — wlro in that case would have been always in the 
minority in the main body of the Commission. I, however, realise that 
arguments and reasonings a?e only thrown away with those persons 
who persist in repudiating the right of British Parliament to determine 
Indian Constitution, or who are obsessed with the idea of mdia fidcs of 
the British. But, Sir, let us take facts as they are and let me emphasise, 
tliat ])oy(‘ott or no boye*ott, .tliJ* Commission will proceed with tlieir 
work. Here is an opportunity wliicli no Indian, with a clear concep- 
tion of events round him, should thiow away. At tlie present moment, 
we have a Viceroy who is fired with a noble zeal ot helping us to build 
up a nationhood by doing all he can towards composing our communal 
(liflerences which alone stand in the way of our sj)eedily arriving at 
our goal. Members of the (.-ommission, presided over by one of the 
big*gest brains in Europe, are coming out with open and unbiasi^ed 
minds and aie ready to recommend for India as much as she will be 
able to assimilate. Under no circiniirtam'es, those of us at least who 
belong to the minority communitie}t, can aftord to let our case go by 
default. 

My fi'iend, Rai Tlarendiaiialh Chaudhuri has told us that India has 
not been allowed to draft hei- own constitution. Sir, I beg to differ 
from him. From what I have said jny friend will see that members 
(d' this CouiK'il will have amj)le ^)pJ)ortunities in taking a proper share 
along with the members of the Commis^jion to help in the work of 
drafting the constitution. 

My friend, Mr. Basu, over thcje thinks that the system which i^ 
now in foi-ce may very well remain. I was truly gla<I to hear those w^)rds 
fioni him and I wish I heard him say so a few months ago when I had 
the privilege to woik the system while I was in office. If he were so 
enamoured of diarchy at that time, I am suie I should have had the 
benefit of his support and vote. 


Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I en(}uire that if a member 
speaks inaudibly should his speech go into the praceedings? He is 
talking ho rapidly that we cannot follow him. AVe would ask him to 
talk a lirtle slowly. 
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Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: We xiually \\aiit Swaraj, 
but within the British Empire, with the clear and distinct proviM* that 
our legitimate rif^hts and privilejres would be sateo*iiardci]. Finally, I 
would again abjure my countrymen of all sclnads of thoughts, by all 
tiiat is holy, and in the Tiame of our common m.itherland, not to pursue 
1 ) policy of negation that can land us nowheie, but let us all join 
together in helping to devisi* a constitution ^\llere the interests of ail 
and sundry would be eiiually re‘sp(M‘ted. It is. Sir, foi this reason that 
I can consider it essential, that this matter >houb] not be })ostj)oiied 
.^ine (he, and that a (‘ommittee of this House ^houbl be elected to work 
jointly as colleagues with the members ot the Foinmission. With these 
words I oppose the amendments that have been moved. 

()-15 p.m. 

Srijut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: I am M)! ] \ at the outs<d to 
admit that 1 fail to aj)preciate the argunnmts ])icMmt(Ml by Sir A. K, 
(ihir-inavi who ajipears to liave taken brief for th(‘ (rovo nment. 1 iis(‘ 
to accord mv whole-hearted support to flic amcndimmt moved b\ Balm 
N aliniranjaii Sarker that the considioatiim of the resolution should be 
postponed sine die. The leasons which ])i()m])ted us to tak(‘ up this 
attitude have been fully di-cussed by my other iiicnds and furthei' 
dilation on these jioints may therefori* be consideied unnec<*s.v<ai'\ , But, 
Sir, in the pi-esent stati* of our mental torpidity vhich mo-t of us 
iinfoi’tunately are a piey to, I consider, a bit of hammering s)n old 
points may produce a more effe<*tive result. It will accelciat(‘ tin* flow 
of imagination to a healthy channel and pievent it^ j)H‘'.(*n1 tendency 
to >cttle d'awn \\ithin a ciicimisci ibed compass. 

Sii', in opposing this r(*solntion. as it is, 1 stand on the fundaimmtal 
right of a man — the right ol self-determination. This inheient iig!:i 
of a nation has been iec«)ginsed all the woild ovei. The oiiginal idea 
wliicli prompted row(*rs to foim a Leag'uc of Aations and bind thmii- 
selves' by intei-natioiial bu’is was t(» avoid future wais liy ir if inlei fei jiig 
with the rights oi othei nations — nav lecognising and icsj)ecting them. 
But as we find it now, its no]>le pujpose has been fiustiated soon aft<*i 
its biifh by the insatiable gieed and love of sidf-aggramlisement of the 
powerful nations. 

When England was in the grip of the tciiible v\ai, when lie gjeat 
Gei'iuan offensive wu'* going to threaten its very existence and when 
Indians were found reluctant to plunge headlong in the wai wliich will 
bring them no good, message came from the Biitish Bailiament in the 
shape of a piomi.se to intnxluce Responsible (jo\ernment in India, 
The Indians greeted this offer w'ith full confidence so natuial to their 
temperament and helped England to victoiy with their men and blood. 
Now% the danger is over and the spirit which piompted the English 
people to make that declaration has vanished with it. To keej) up 
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appearance a ^liain reform was thrust on us with a system of diarchy, 
which was found unworkable even by stout and believing souls. Now, 
we are again confronted with a “ Oora mission ” which is to enquire and 
pass judgment in idiape of recommendation as to our capacity for further 
reforms. Upon their report the Parliament will decide as to our future 
<onstitution. 

Sir, it is known to all that this Commission was appointed in total 
disregard of the expresised wii^hes of our countrymen. How the Indians 
regarded it will ])e evident from the all-Indian hartal on the very day 
of itiS lauding. The admirable temper exhibited by the police on the 
hartal day in making indiscriminate arrests and wanton assaults on 
unarmed passers-by in many placesi in India, particularly in Calcutta, 
will bear ample testimony to the ^uccesis of the boycott. The all-white 
Oommission in total ex(‘lusioii of the Indians was undoubtedly a 
deliberate insult to the self-iespect of the nation and a shameful 
denial of the fundamental rights of the people of the soil to determine 
their own constitution. The leader** of all shades of jaditical opinion 
joined togetliei* in one voice for its lotal boycott, 

Hoth Loid Birkenhead and Cord Irwin have given theii jeasons for 
excluding the Indians from the Statiitoiy (k)mmission. It was because 
our judgment will be coloured by our natuial desiie t(> get swaraj 
without coming to pause and weigh our capacity at the present stage. 
AVhile coming to their findings our trustees were obsessed, appaientlx, 
with two main idea** : The one, is their love of exj)Ioitation and 

perpetual domination and the other, is their distrust and suspension. 
Even a casual observer will not fail to see that ouj- “ tiiistees ” were 
moie anxious to maintain their tight hold ovei- us rather than a sinceie 
desire to place Indians in the confederu(‘y ot the sell -governing nations 
We find the same .spirit dominating in the utterance^ and wjitings of 
Sir John Simon, leader of this Commission before and aftei‘ hi^ first 
visit to India. 

Sir, if we go back only a few yeajs, we shall find (juite a different 
mentality working in this same Sir John Simon who, in su])porting the 
Irish Free-States Bill in the House of Commons said ; “ I think it is 

one of the enconiagiiig features^ of the situation that this constitution 
is a constitution wliich has been drafted in Ireland by Irishmen for 
Ireland.” In concluding he said “ At any rate there is a real element 
of hope and confidence here in that this constitution is not a constitution 
which the British J’arliament formulates and offers to confer upon 
Ireland, it is a constitution which the Irishmen themselves have drawn 
up and which they now apply to the Imperial Parliament to ratify.” 

Are we not in I^lia basing our opposition on the very grounds 
covered by Sir John Simon? Why in our case does he fail to appre- 
ciate the reasion when we assert that our constitution should be drafted 
in India by Indians and for India? In dealing with the question of 
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Irish constitution did he not mention with pride that “ the constitution 
under whicli different parts of our empire are now working are in a 
very lar^e measure eonstituti.ms which have been settled on the st>il 
where they are to operate hy the people who aie to live undei‘ tliem^*’ 

Why is this diheieiice in treatment:' The reascui is not very far 
to ‘■eek. Heie, unlike the Irish people, the Indians have heeri ^:enerally 
loyal at heart, here they do not show their leHUitment a^minst the 
lawless laws by rising*- in open rebellimi, here man\ of us still pray and 
argue. It is I'oi- thi^ leason that the law which a]>j>lie^ to the whole 
of the world is conveniently forgotten heie and all the jvtsvible and 
impos^'ible excuses aie invented and maishalled togetl’.er to foige a chain 
to keep the Indians in interminable bondage. 

Sir, I have stated before, that we stand vm the inherent rights of a 
nation. We refuse to be dominated and ruled in our internal affairs 
by arbitrary and irresponsible forces. The great philosopher and the 
erstwhile President of the I’nited States' of America, Mi'. Woodrow 
Wilson, puts this question before the world “ Shall theie be a common 
standard of light and pievilege for all peojdes and nations oi shall the 
strong do as they like and the weak suffer without an> l(‘dl■e^<s!■'’' This 
Muy question was troubling us for- a long time. We aie foi' a common 
.standard of idylit b(‘tween a man and a man between a nation and a 
nation. 

I will now lelei to what sonic (d tin* eminent Indian leadej?-/ say 
Us to the belated announcement made by Sir John Simon, gianting 
coni'ession to the Indian conimittee^i. Men liki' Sn dVz Ibdmdui Sapru, 
Ml', M. A. Jiniiali, Sir Siva^warni I\ei, Sir (diiimin Lai Sitalbad, Sn 
Phirozi' Selhna, etc., mari\ o‘ whom occupied position (d trust umler 
the (Tovei'iiment and who haM‘ alway> been ciedited with possessing 
“ saiiei political views, consider that the accefitancc of tli(‘ i(‘"'(dution 
<d the Punjab Committee does not matei'iall\ alter the situation ( )n 
the other hand they assert that it strengthens theij- original deteiniina* 
tion for its boycott. The Commission has letaincd in tlieiioolves the 
ti'ue powder', i.e., the power (d final recommendation. Dealing on this 
apparent climb down tiiey are (dearly (d ojiiriion that it is nothing short 
of an eyC-w^asli calculaft'd to divide and demoralise the peojile. 

I would now ask Sir Abd-ur-Kahirn whether he has found anything 
lionourable in tlie latest “concession” made by Sir John Simon to 
encourage him to send in his amendment. Hi- Town Hall spee(di is 
still ringing in my ears. Let me I'emind him of the iesoluti()n adopted 
in that meeting under his presidency: “ 1 hat this public meeting of 
citizens of Calcutta belonging to all sections of the Indian community 
and ow'ing allegiance to different prditieal parties, etc., etc,, ai'i‘ hereby 
united in placing on recoral tbeir universal sense (d indignation at the 
calculated affront ofter-ed to India's national self-respect by denying 
her the fundamental r idit to defer mine her national eonstitutiim and 

7 
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hereby refolves to have nothin^r to do with it and urges upon all public 
bodies and in particular the Legislature^*, to refuse to be associated in 
any way with the parliamentary Commission.” 

AVill it look nice for him now to give up the fight after having 
taken up the gauntlets I hope his knightly spiiit will yet prevail and 
he W’ith his friends will stubbornly support us against the insulting 
proposal. 

Sir, r have also a few words to say to my moderate friends here, who 
may claim 1o belong to the i liberal, Tin ion, Independent or any other 
party. To them T should like to point out the lucid sj)eech delivered 
by Sir Tez JIahadur Sajuu as President of the Liberal Federation and 
1 hope it will carry sufficient weight with them as it does with other 
parties in this> House and outside it. In one place he says: “Indian 
Nationalists of the moderate school have been compelled to ask if the 
onlv way of recognising the spirit of co-operation is by telling Indians 
that theii lot is to be none other than that of petitioneis, that they 
cannot be trusted to participate in the responsibility of making recom- 
mendations to Parliament for the future of their own country and that 
all they may aspire is to put theij' j)i“()posals befoie the (\>mmission 
which may accept or reject and again to rep(‘at the same process of 
pei>niasion, argument and discussion befoje the joint committee of 
Parliament.” 

Sir Tez Pahadur, like other self-respecting Indian leaders, is clearly 
of opinion that the position we stand nonains the same even after 
the miieh talked ot (knnmission. The duty of -oui’ moderate fiiends is 
tlierefore clear. AVhen the dignity of the nation is at stake I ho])e 
they will not be swayed by any other consideration but will join hands 
with us to o})p()^e the resolution. 

The resolution of the Moslem League and the noble stand of Mr. 
Jinnah and Sir Ali Imam should produce a sanei' effect in the minds 
of my Moslem fjiends here, many of whom, as it appears from the 
natuie of their amendments, intend to ii^-e this occasion to (Strengthen 
their communal position. I hope they will yet take a broader view of 
things and will refuse to baiter the cause of the country for a nie^te of 
pottage. We have a timely message from Dr. Sheikh Muhammad 
Alam, M.L.r., who, as president of Sindh Moslem Political Conference, 
warned that until swaraj was established in India, the search for a 
j^ttlement of communal lights was a madness itself. He appealed to 
Moslems in particular to make the boycott a complete success. 

It now lemains to be seen what our Ministers do. Their attitude 
will clearly prove libw far they justify their position as a popular 
Minister. It i.s only the other day that two of our V. P. Ministers 
proved their worth and courage of conviction by refusing to cast their 
votes anainst the expressed vie^vs of their countrvuipn Fnr fViic fioi 
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of courajre they had t<j incur guhernatorial displeasure and had to 
rcsi^^n. But they never budded an inch from their principle. Is it 
too much to expect that our Minii^ers will prove an equal stamina and 
cast their votes on the popular side'r' 

Sir, in concluding? my remarks let me as.suie >ou once for all that in 
supporting! the amendment I am not swayed by any personal likes or 
dislikes or considerations of any party policy. I stand on a much 
surer ground, i.e., on the mandate of my con>tituency I have been com- 
missioned by all without a single exception not to suppoil the tormation 
of a committee to assist the Simon Commis'^^on. It is a camouflage 
out and out. Sii, I heartily support the amendment. 

Rai ilADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: Sir, T have listened with 
great regret and sorrow the well of despair and pessimism irom my 
friends opposite. But 1 may tell them that the very fact oi our beiiig 
a isubject nation proves without any shadow ot doubt that the fault lies 
in Uft and not in the British j)eopIe. “The fault, dear Brutus, lies 
not in our stars, but in ourselves that we are underlings.” The only 
way by which you can a-chieve independence is by co-opeiation and 
not by falling foul of one another. 

(j-dO p.m. 

If we could unite \\e could even at this veiy moment dispense* with 
the Simon Commission. Theiefore, 1 sa\ that situated as ue are, wc 
must not be blind to stei'n facts. W(* ai‘(‘ set a subjcit nation, \(*t a 
dependency of (rieat Biitain (Shame, shame). Shame not onl\ to 
us but to our ancestors who allowed themselves to be depii\ed ot thcii 

liberty. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You are drifting fiom the suliject under discus- 
sion. 


Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: There are two alternative^ 
before the Country— either to wrest fieedom fnmi the hands of the 
English or to co-operate with them, either to asseC oui soul foi-ce to 
persuade them to grant us more and more libeity or to wiest it l)y 
force; force we have not, and therefore the only resource left to us is 
to co-operate with them and show them that even then self-interest 
requires that India should be given full freedom, and if they do not 
o-ive us timely advancement they will have to rue the delay. After 
all English Statesmen are not fools; they know what is what, and when 
to yield and when not to vield. It for the House to consider why 
the Simon Commission has come. It started no doubt under suspicion 
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of the people of this country, who have from past experience lost some 
confidence in the ultinnate intention of the British Parliament, but at 
the same we should remember that the Government of India Act was 
not passed by one party in Eiif^^land; it was the deliberate act of the 
entire English nation and their intention was to give full responsible 
government to India, and they still stick to that intention. They know 
that if respon8i])le government is withheld from India they will not 
be able to hold it perpetually by force; they also know that a prosperous 
and contended India can be made a source of great strength to England. 
Those who think that England will not grant us complete responsible 
government have no idea how nations are at present being moulded. 
The people of foreign countries do not care for military con([uest now- 
a-days; they care moi‘e for the mutual exchange ot manufactured 
articles and also excdiange of economic and spiritual, literary and moral 
and social ideas, England wants to have perpetual relation with India, 
England minus India is a third-rate power only, but with India it is 
aa first-rate power. Therefore England can never afford to lose India 
find is bound to grant self-government to it. We should have no 
suspicion against the Simon (^mimission w^ho have come here not with 
n sinister design, but — I feel this in my bone and soul — to gi^e us 
higher stages in the evolution of our national liberty. 

Now, Sir, the (luestion is whether we should co-operate or mm-eo- 
operate with the Commission. I find that the Congress and the 
National Tdberal Federation are co-operating, though not diredly. 
For some months past they have been flaming a Constitution ft)i India , 
may I ask why they aie doing so-^ It is certainly not for their own 
edification or pleasure but only to let the Commission know uhat the 
real demand of India is. Otherwise there is no need f(U' framing any 
such constitution. There is nobody eW in the world who can give 
effect to the constitution except the British I^arliament under which 
we live at present. Therefore I say the Indian National Congress and 
the Liberal Federation are themselves c(M)perating with the Simon 
Commission l»y prepaiing to tell them wliat India really wants. 

What L meant by “assistance?” What are we to do? We have 
simply to tell them that we are prepared to assist them, to solve the 
communal (luestion and other similar questions. The Muhammadans 
want all the seats; the Hindus too want all the seats; Muhammadans 
want all the appointments and Hindus too want all the appointments. 
There are the Anglo-Indian and also the Christian and othei interests 
t.) considei- and all these conflicting interests must be solved by a 
deliberative body. May I ask. Sir, if the Commission had been com- 
posed of Indians, brown people and not white people, would the Swaraj 
party have agreed to that composition? They would surely say that 
it was not a representative body. Their report too would have been 
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submitted to Pailiameut, the ultimate authoiity; therefore thi,s recom- 
mendation of theirs would po for nothing unless aeeepted by Parlia- 
ment. Whether we want a Hound Table Confereiu'e or similar other 
things, it is all the same; you are bound to be eontiolled hy the final 
^erdl(t of 1 ailiament unless, of eouise, in the meantime, you assert 
your independence and get outside the Hriti-h realm. Therefore, Sir, 
in whatevei- way we look at the (juestion, you will have to abide by the 
decision of Parliament. It may be you will not co-operate with the 
Commission for the first time l)ut you are sure to I’ome (►ver to it in 
time. In the first Reformed (\uincil, the non-cojieratois and the 
swarajists held aloof but in the second Council they all sought election, 
and I Lsay that the same thing will happen again also. The Simon 
Commission will submit their rej»ort and the Parliament will enact a 
new Constitution and you will come back again, save that you will say 
that you have come to non-co-operate from within, which, however, 
means nothing but co-operation. tH course in the fiist place opposition 
was justified but I say that that opposition should not go beyond 
legitimate bounds. It is true that many of our illustrious countrymen 
are on the other side; they know the real state of the (‘oiintiy; they 
can do much good to the country by co-operation. Let the Hindus anA 
Muhammadans frame a constitution of theii own and let them submit 
it to the Simon Commission and if you can come to a unanimous con- 
clusion over the constitution I am suie the British Jhnliament will be 
the last body to i eject it. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: I think it is more than 
b yeais that I had the honour and piivilege of moving in this House 
for the immediate ajijioiutmeiit of the Statutoiy ('ommission and to-day 
the Hon’ble the Nawab Bahadur ha> bi-ought in a motion to the effecd 
that this Council lecommends to the Government that steps be taken 
to give effect to the proposal of the Statiitorx (^>mmi<sion tliat a (\)m- 
mittee of the Legislative C^ouiicil be appointed to assist the C’ommi-sion. 
To this several amendments have been moved and one of them is to the 
effect that the consideration of the lesolution be postjxmed wcc the. 
There are two other amendments that ha^e been tabled, one from my 
fi'iend and leader, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul Hu<j and the othei from my 
revered leader, Sir Abd-ur-Rahiin, which is of some imjiortance to us 
and I shall revert to these later. 

So far as the first resolution is concerned it means that the proposers 
want to boycott the Commission. It is for us to decide w’hat should 
be our attitude with regard to the Commission. It has been said by 
previous speakers that by not taking our own countivnien on the Com- 
mission, England has attempted to heap iu'^ult on India. Theje is no 
doubt that when the personnel of the Commission was first announced 
India was not a little surprLed and I am sure many of the leaders of 
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this country who had hoped to be on the Commission were not only 
surprised but also shocked. Whatever it may be, there was a wave of 
discontent throug’hout the country aJid meetings were held all over, 
some protesting agaiiiist the personnel of the Commission and others 
denouncing it as a deliberate insult to India. To this the answer given 
by important personages in Kngland and in India shows that England 
had never meant nor would ever mean any insult to India. Then they 
in their own way attempted to devise means to enable the people of 
the country to co-operate with them on equal terms. Sir^ one .side of 
the shield has been painted by my friends over there and it may be 
said in support of (lovernment that there were various difficulties in 
the way of Parliament when they had to consider the question of the 
appointment of the (V)mmission. Is it not a fact that India has 
diverse interests and divergent views? India is inhabitated by people 
who have their own particular interests to protect. For instance*, if 
a person from Bombay, say, Mr. Jinnah, w'as appointed to the Commis- 
sion would the people of Bengal have taken him to be a real repre- 
sentative of Bengal? There are so many pi*ovinees in India that it 
does not seem postsible to select a few representative Indians to sit on 
that body, and as the needs of ea(‘h proviu('e are various and diverse 
it was not at all possil)le that any of the provinces could be fully 
represented on the Commission iWlf. This is (Uie thing that could 
be said in favour of the Commission and the exclusive character of 
the Commission. Another thing that may be said in its favour is that 
the Commission, immediately it got the hint that the ])eople of the 
country were not .satisfied with its personnel, tried in its own way to 
devise means to give the central legislature and the provincial legis- 
latures as wtH, equal powers to deal witli the evidence and (‘ome to a 
conclusion. Not only that, the provincial legislatures were also given 
enough powers of cross-examining person, s and also of submitting their 
report. That is what they did to mend matters, and it is foi' us to 
deride w'hether the particular things wdiich they have done are of sufR- 
cient importance to the House to enable them to vote for the formation 
of a Committee of this House to assist them. , 

Another thing that can be urged by the members here is wdiat effect 
it wdll have on the future constitution of India if we in a body were 
to boycott the Commission. Will Government leave India bag and 
baggage? No answer is needed to this question. Sir, Muhammadans 
have to look upon this question from their owm standpoint. If there 
were complete boycott of the Simon Commi.s.sion, if it was possible for 
the Hindus and Hindus of the Hindus Mahasabha, the non-Brahmins, 
the Sikhs and the ]ifuhammadans all to join and try to boycott the 
Commission, and they had succeeded in doing so, then surely it might 
have been right and proper for every one in this House to consider that 
matter and join in the boycott. 
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But as matters stand, various bodies in the country have considered 
it fit to co-operate with the Commission. Will it he rigdit tor us in 
this Council, will it he right tor our Muhanmiadan countrymen, to 
boycott this Commission!'' It they hoyi'ott the (\)mmissi()n, the result 
will he that they will not he able to represent theii- grievances, tiom 
which they have sufiered so long. It seems to me absolutely necessary 
that the Muhammadan community in particular should see to it. 
wdiether it is not their incumbent duty to unite and lay their grievances 
before the Commission for redress. 

Sir, if it were j)0'>sible lor our country men to arrive at a decision 
at a joint conference of Indian leadeis, 1 lor one uould have been Ner\ 
pleased to follow their (11(1010". Cnfortunately, in spite of the delibera- 
tions of the All-India C(um‘res> Committee toi months t(»gethei. they 
have not been able to come to an\ comdusiiuu 'Cries of “(Question’'). 
T would very much like that I am not corivct in my statement. I ve!> 
much wish that they had come to a -atisiactor\ conclusion by this 
time — that that august body had actuall\ come to real conclusions 
which would have peiinanently settled th(‘ lelationship which should 
exist between the diiterent (‘ommunities that inhaliit this land. Sii, 
there are divers(‘ matters which must have been engaging the attention 
of this body, and I am afraid that the variout> leadeis who constitute 
that body have not been able to .see eye to eyi' with each otlier. /Cries 
of “Question”). T'nfortunately, all the^e Stat(‘smen of our ('ountiy 
have not been able to find out the p()ssibilit\ of coming to teiins — to 
give to (V^'sar and to delivei unto Cavsar what is (hesai’,-. is not written 
in the books of some of them. It is selfi"hness on onr part that has 
so long kept ii<> away fiom our cherished goal — Swaiaj. If one brothei' 
w'ere actually to take away wdiatever the fatlier leaves^ the othei brothers 
cannot (‘omplacently look on. If the backward communities inhabiting 
this country make demands for wuesting from the advanced communi- 
ties privileges which the latter have been enjoying so long, then thev 
(the latter) should have sense and wdsdom enough to recognise the 
legitimacy of the demand and to ac(‘ede to it. I am afiaid. Sir, there 
are certain politicians in this country who w'ould on no account deliver 
unto Caesar w’hat is Cmsar's They w'ould. on the other hand, try to 
see that they get more and more, so mucli so, that this land ii-. left 
entirely to them and them alon(‘. Constituted as tlie joint conference 
w^as, I am afraid it was not able to formulate any unanimous proposal, 
and T think it will take years for the joint confluence ti) ariive at any 
real solution of the whole matter. So, Sir, the TTouse has to ((►rr^ider 
W’hether, since we Indians have not been able to come to any definiti* 
comdusion, it is not right and proper that the Commission, wliich is 
composed of impartial people, .should look into these matters, hear (*ur 
grievances^ and (le('i(le on the best course to be followed. 
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It is said in some quarters that the Simon Commission will be 
absolutely of no use to this country: it will not g'lant to the countiy 
its le^^itimate rights : it will not a(‘cede to the legitimate aspirations 
of the ])eople. Sir, the proof of the pudding is in the eating, and if 
the Simon Commksion do not actually grant to the people of this 
country what they ought to get, then the countiy certainly knows how 
it should act towards the Commission, and towards the people who have 
sent out the Commission. The Commission itself is composed of the 
bei4 brains of England, and it cannot be said that they have lost all 
sense of decency and ot jiisti<‘e so as not to accede to the legitimate 
demands of the peo])le of this land. If they do not have these quali- 
ties they ought not to have come out here, ff they fail to lecommend 
full lesponsible government for my countiymen, then certainly my 
countrymen in a united manner can make England to accede to all 
their demands. 

Sii', it sec'ms to me necersary that we should make the be>t use of 
the situation and place our case jointly before the Commission. Ot 
course, my friends opposite will not like to do so on pnn(‘i|)le. but let 
others do so, and let all of us wait and see what the (h)mmi^sioJ^ 
actually do and let us hope in the interest of India and England that 
they would do what is right and nothing but right. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, n.vei since the last 
general election have we been asked to come to a decision on a ([ue^tion 
of such momentous importance than to-day, when we have lieen asked 
to decide whether we should appoint a Committee 1o a-sist, and to work 
as colleagues of, the Simon Commission. It is necessarv for some of us 
to explain our view point, so that the country at large may understand 
the position we take up in regard to this (juestion. I may tell vou at 
once, Sir, that one of the main reasons why the Mus^almaiis geneiallv 
feel that they should not boycott ihe Commission, i^ that evei since the 
beginning of British rule in this country they have been b v. otting eveiy 
British institution with the most disastrous ('onse([uences tf) themselves. 
They boycotted the Eniversitv, they boycotted the public services, they 
did Jiot take advantage of the political rights of the people, with the 
result that they are now in a most unfortunate position. And to-day 
most of the Mussalmans feel that it is no longer right or possible for 
them, till they are able to gather strength, till they aie sufficiently able 
to educate themselves, till they are able to meet on equal terms the 
members of the other community, to effectively boycott anv existing 
institutions of this country. Sir, it might be said that this is the point 
of view of only some individual persons, but I can assure you that it is 
not merely the point of view of a few of us, but the point of view of 
the entire Mussalnian community as we read it. Even though some 
of us may feel that a very great wrong has been done to this country by 
the manner in which the personnel of the Simon Commission has been 



elected, we are not justified in declaring a boycott, with the history 
d the last election being still before us. The Mussalnians non-co- 
iperated with the existing institutions, they sent up a very large number 
f Swarajist members in the election of 19:3d, but in the eleidion of 
926 all Mussalnians who had the least tinge of constitution-wrecking 
a them, were hounded out one after another. That shows that so far 
s the Mussalman community is concerned, they are anxious that the 
resent constitution, whatever may be its worth, should be worked. 

Mr, 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: Would you seek an election now!^ 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I am quite lueiiared to 
?ek an election and fight it out. I am not at all unprejiared for it, and 
emphatically declaie that something better is necessary to cmivini'e 
le that the Mussalnians as a community want that the constitution 
lould not be worked. I know my ow’n country, I know my own consti- 
lency, and I can assure you that so fai as our constituents 
re concerned, they have not declared in favour oi the boycott. 
iV voice: What about the recent Nadia election?) Sir. T do not deny 
lat the members who hold difierent views from me are justified in so 
oldiiig in the best interests of the country. But patriotism is not the 
lonopoly of any partii'ulai* jiarty in this country. I'ach and eveiy 
lie of us is interested in the welfare of the country. We ha\e been 
red and brought up in this country, w’e breathe its atmosphere and 
e are interested in its progressive development as anybody else. But 
is because we suffer from the realities of the situation and because 
e are intimately connected with life in the mufassal, where we daily 
leet with practical difficulties, that we considei it essential that the 
resent constitution should be worked in sjiite of what you might in- 
ulge in the atmosjihcie of ('alcutta. (Hear, Hear.) Sir 1 want to 
now why my friends of the Swaraj Party have come t«) this Council, 
hey have come to this Council, because they want to take advantage 
[‘ the present constitution, however bad it might be, wdth a view to 
ork it for the good of the country. I am taking up the same jiosition. 
he swarajist is doing it by adopting the doctiine of negation, while*- 
am doing it by working the constitution. But simply because 1 want 
I work the constitution, motives are being freely asiuibed to me and 
en of my views. Sir, freedom can be achieved when each and e^ery- 
le of us is given his due shaie; it is easy to ascribe motives and to say 
lat we have been doing all in our own selfi.sh interests. Sir, we are 
3t fools. We know the risk we are taking in holding such views as we 
3. Most of us who want to work the con^titutlon, will to-moriow be 
Jclared as traitors to our country and it will be trumpeted abniad that 
e have sold our birthright for the jiroverbial me^s of pottage. But 
e believe in our heart of hearts that while there is f)ne set of jieople 
ho have to hold up advanced ideals before the country, there should 
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"be another set of people who should be prepared to work out the consti- 
tution for what it is worth. Sir, I am neither non-co-operating nor 
<*o-operating with the Commission. I have come here neither to co- 
<jpprate nor to noii-co-operate with the Council. The Simon Commission 
is a machinery and we want to work it. Possibly we may not gain any- 
thing out of it. Many such Commissions have come and gone without 
■doing any good to us. But it is in the expectation that we may get 
^something better, that some further rights may be given to us, that we 
want to go up before the (Commission in order to tell them what our 
-difficulties are. My triend Babu Jogindra Chandra Chakravarti has 
pointed out that there is famine in the country and that Government 
has not done anything to alleviate the misery of the people. I may 
'tell him that that is the very reason why he should go to the (Commission 
t() get the j)resent system of government mended. I personally feel, 
Sir, that the ])resent system of governnjent is such that it requires revi- 
sion a( an early date, but this revision is only possilde by woiking the 
institutions which have been granted to us. I howevei' do not agiee with 
«ome of my friends who maintain that it is only Parliament that can 
.give us freedom : Freedom can (uily be achieved by our own efforts. 

Mft PRESIDENT: Order, order. The time is up. Khan Bahadur, 
jou can resume your speech to-morrow, if you like. 

Adjournment. 

The Council was adjourned till p.m., on Tuesday, the 10th July, 
1928, at the Town Hali, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the (’ouncul ('hamher in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the lOih .Inly, IJW, at d p.m 


Present: 


The Hon’ble the Piesident (Kaja Mvnmvtiiv 11 VY (Tixiniirin, 

of Santosh), in the Chair, the tour llon’hle Menil>er'i ot the Executive 
Council, the two llon’t)le Minister^ and V2(‘) nominated and elected 
n)embers. 

Notices for adjournment of the business of the Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (bder, ordei. 1'hree mem]>ei>. of the 
Council have sent in noti(‘evS for adjouinment ot the business 
of the Council to discuNs the situation aiisinji’ out ot t a mine 
conditions in Henoal. Materials have n(*w been placed ]>efore me 
sufficient to convince me tiiat the mattei is leally ot ^'•reat 
urj^ency owiii^' to the immediate a])proach of the sowin^^ season. 
I have therefore decided, in view of the repiesentations made 
to me yesterday, that it w(uild be ri«:ht foi me to consent 
to the makiiifj' of a motion for adjournment tor the piirjmse of dis- 
cussing the mattei' lefcrred to, and my decision was (*onveyed to the 
three members in letters issued this morninj^. 1 have taken steps to 
have His Excellem*v infoimed, an<l he has be(*n pleased to allot 
Wednesday, the llth instant, for a further meetin^^ of the ('ouncil af 
which this motion may be discussed. The formal wiitten consent 
referred to in section 82 of the Rules and Standing Orders will 
accordin^'ly be ‘^’iven by me to the membeis who liave tabled these 
motions to-morrow, so that they can pioceed with the motions on that 
date. 

I would like to place before this House certain facts with 
reg^ard to this motion for adjournineni witli a view to refute mis- 
representations, and to lemove misunderstamlinir vihich may exist in 
connection therewith. This House is aware that I disallowed two 
motions for adjournment similar to the one under review, and I 
said that sufficient materials had not been placed before me to justify 
my upsettinjr the settled pro^iamme (d the (ouncil in the li^ht of 
the existing* rules. I entjuiied and was told that the Iieg’islati\e 
Department was also not in possession of any infoimation w’hich would 
help me to admit those motions, and the members of the Swaraj paity 
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of this Council, who discussed with me this matter in my private 
chamber yesterday, were convinced by me that the materials before 
me were not sufficient. I advised them to draw up very carefully a 
memorandum of facts and fifi’ures bearing* on the subject, and I pro- 
mised that I would ^ive a day for the discussion of the matter, if I 
found in that memorandum sufficient Tiiaterials, indicatinja;’ the urgency 
of the matter, to an extent which would bring it within the scope of 
section 79 (Rule 11). I am glad that my advice was taken, but I 
am sorry that these facts weie not given by them to other members 
of their party before the j)roceedings commenced yesterday, as I think 
that would have m{ule some of theii- followers, who occupy the back 
benches, more discreet and more anxious to maintain the dignity of 
the House when this matter was raised by Mr. Chatter jee yesterday, 
on a point of order, and would have lestrained a section of the Press 
fioni misrepresenting my attitude towards the famine. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Water-hyacinth. 

*16. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state — 

(a) whether any scheme has been framed for the eradication of 
the water-hyacinth pest; 

(/>) whether it is in the contemplation of Government to introduce 
any legislation foi the i»urpose? If so, when; and 

(r) what stei>s, if any, the Government intends to take to fight 
the evill^ 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE 
and INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a), 

ih) and (c) A draft scheme has been prepared by the Minister in charge 
of the Depaitment, but the financial and legislative aspects of the 
scheme are being examined by Government. 

MauIvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to give us an approximate date by which the Government 
expect to take action^in this matter P 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER; It is not pos. 
sible for me at the present moment to give any date. 
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Mfi P« Ni GUHA: A\ill the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state 
if there is any possibility o{ (joverninent finisliinjir the examination of 
this scheme before the next budj^ety 

The Hon»ble Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER; I am not in a 

position to say that, but I can assure you eveiy endeavoiii' will be 
made to finish it as quickly as possible. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA; Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the last scheme was piepared? 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: This is a 
matter which I cannot disclose. 


Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Mmistei be 
pleased to state whetliei' (Toveinment have not been piepann^: some 
scheme or other toi the last thiee yeai>, and have not taken an> 
action on theiny 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: During the 

last two years oi' more (lovernment liavt' been endeavouring^ its ]>est 
to solve this veiy difficult pioblem. Member^ in this House aie awaie 
that my piedecessoi in office called a ('onfoitMice in Dacca in which 
members from e\ei'\ part of the piovima*, and ot all shades ot opinion, 
were invited, and certain projiosals weie then made. An\ scheme can 
be placed on paper, but eviuyone ou^dit to appieciate that it is not as 
easy as it seems: otliei ]UO\inces have tiied and tailed. It you want 
a iiieie jiaper scheme, I can ^et om‘ i-eady in no time, but it \ou want 
an elfective scheme, you must ^••ive us sonu' time. In the meant im(‘, 
any helpful su^’i^estioiis oi scheme that can be put toi'ward will b(‘ 
welcome. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon bb Mimstei aware 
that so far back as 1924 suggestions weie made and schemes weie con- 
sidered by a Cioveiiimeiit Committee, and eveiything- was read\ for 
action? It this was so, why was nothing done? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: No scheme 
was prepared in 1924. A (Vunmittee was aj)[)ointed, that rommittee 
submitted its report, but no action was taken on that report as tlu' 
Committee itself pointed out that the scheme proposed was not for 
the eradication ot the jiest from the province as a wliole, but mereh 
touched the fringe of the pioblem. 



110 


QUESTIONS. 


[10th Jttly 


Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the scheme that was prepared by that Committee did receive 
sanction from the then Governor of the province, Lord Lytton, and 
yet afterwards it was not put into action? Can he give us any in- 
formation why no action was taken? 


The Hon’ble Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: As far as I 

remember — I am stating this in order to save time, as I must have 
fresh notice of this to enable me to further examine the facts — no 
definite scheme with necessary details was prepared in 1924. 


Distress in Khulna. 

*17. Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: {a) Is the Ilon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department* of Revenue (Tiand Revenue) aware that 
acute distress prevails in portions of the Khulna district? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Commissioner of the Presidency Division 
made a tour of that tract of the country in May last? 

(c) If so, will the ITon’lde Member be pleased to publish the result 
oi his inspection and the report, it any, submitted by him? 

{(]) What measures do the (lovernment intend to take in the 
matter ? 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (LAND 
REVENUE) (the Hon’ble Sir Nalini Ranjan Chatarji): (r/) Theie is 
distr(‘ss ill jiortions of the Satkhira subdivision ami a small part of the 
Sadar subdivision. Except among families who have no male inembeis 
it can hardly be considered acute. The total area affected is IcSO out 
of 4,075 stpiaie miles. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) and {(]) Ko sj^cial reiHirt w’as submitted by the Commissioner. 
At the time of the Commissioner’s inspection the District Board had 
already si>ent Rs. 4,000 on road-making in the distressed areas. The 
Commissioner arranged that these works should continue as test works 
as long as people wanted employment. In order to increase the resources 
of the Board the augmentation grant was increased by R^. 8,000 and 
other ways of helping them are also under consideration. Rupees 
09,500 was issued b> Government as Agricultural Loans and Rs. 5,000 
supplemented by private contributions w^as made available for gratui- 
tous relief. The District Board are also opening poor-houses at two 
centres. 
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Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Honble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state wlieiher the amount Rs. d9,o(K) was granted by 
Government as agricultural loans in the aftected area? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI; Yes. 

Mr. P. Ct BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state- 
whether that sum or any portion of it has been spent in the affected 
aiea? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: Yes, the whole 
amount. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: Will the Jloirble Member be pleased to 
state in detail the areas of the different thaiias affected? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: 1 want notice of 
this. 


Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: Ha^ the lloirble Membei any idea regaid- 
iiig the total numbei of })eojde affected? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: 1 ha\e no idea. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: Will the Ilondjlc Membei kindly state 
if he has any idea of the total numbei- of peojile who are on one meal 
a day, or one meal evei,\ alternate dav? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: No. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: Will the llon’lde Membei be pleased to 
state his ideas with regard to the standard ot distress 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T do not allow that (|ue>tion. Next (piestion 
please. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: t)n a ludnt (d older, Sir, as one of 
the back-benchers eager to uphold the dignity of the House, may 1 
know if it is right for you who are equally eager to uphold the dignity 
of the House, to pass on to the next question while a member is still 
standing to put a supplementary question? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are makiiig your point (juite pungent 
Mr. Roy. Y^ou are not supposed to deliver a speech, but \ou have Uy 
state your point as briefly as possible. 
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Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: As one of the back-benchers eafrer 
to uphold the dijfnity of the House and to assit you in upholding the 
dignity of the House, may I know if it is right for you to pass on to the 
next (question when membeis are standing to put supplementary ques- 
tions? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You have repeated the same thing. I must 
discourage the idea of any member criticising the decision of the Chair 
in that fashion. AVhen I said that I had gone over to the next 
question the member had no right to put any more supplementary 
questions, and you should not have raised any point of order in connection 
therewith in the manner you have actually done. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANERJEE: On a point of piivilege, Sir, 
and as hriedy as i)o>sible 


Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no such thing in my diet itoiary as a 
point of jirivilege. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Point of ordei is a point of 
privilege. Are you justifietl in taking awa\ oui light of putting 
supplementaiy questions l)y passing on to the next (luestion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: W liat makes you think like that? I base 
already told you that I had gone on to the next question. T daie say 
I did that after a reasonable pause. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: It is a question of facts and 
a i|uestion of our rights. You will permit me to persist. My point is 
that you can always stop a question being put if it is an abuse of the 
right of putting supplementaiy questions, but whether it is an abuse 
or not, you cannot determine until the question has been put. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Although I strongly deprecate the idea of 
members criticising rulings given by the Chair, I would answer youi 
question by putting a question to you myself. Do you honestly 
think that it is possible for me to allow any member to put a supple- 
mentary question when I have gone over to the next question? 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Is it not your duty to 
see that members who are anxious to put supplementary questions 
are given an opportunity of doing so? 
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MFi PRESIDEHTi It is my duty to see tliat every luemWr, w\\o 
seizes his opportunity at the ri^ht moment, is able to put supple- 
mentary questions. I liave already ofiven my derision, and 1 think 
that in the present case I was pert'ei'tly ri^ht in jjoinjj over to the 
next question. 

M&uivi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: On a jmint of older. Sir, 
will you kindly enli^diten Ihe blouse what is the period of duration 
which is ordinarily observed after a (question lias b(‘en answered 

Mfi PRESIDENT! Tliat ({uestion does not arise. 

Mr. P. C. BA8U : M ay 1 know' w lietlier the memTei who asked the 
ori^'inal question is not entitled to jmt a supplementary (juestiony 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Mr, llasu, you are making' a mistake. I never 
said that Mr. Sen was not entitled to put a supj)h‘mentaiy iiuestion ; 
for the matter of that every member is entitled to put suppleimoitaiy 
questions. You must have seen that I have been very, very lenient 
to your side of the House so far as these supjilementary (jue^tions are 
concerned. (Cries of “(Question, question.”) All that I said was that 
I had ^one over to the next ([uestion, and theiefore (‘ould not allow 
any more supplementary questions being put. 


Distress within the Presidency. 

*18. Mauivi KASIRUDDIN AHAMAD! {a) AVill the Ilon’ble 
Member in charge of the Jjepartment of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state — 

(?) the names of the jdaces with the ai>i)roximate number of 
persons wdthin the I’lesidency that are alieady in distiess 
and suffering from scarcity or want of food; 

(ii) the steps, if any, taken by the Oovernmeiit to alleviate the 
distress and suffering of the people of those areas; 

(Hi) the amount of money, if any, set ajiart and the amount already 
si>ent by the (fovernment lor each of tluise affected areas; 
and 

(iv) whether the (foveinment have ascertained any cau'^es of such 
distress and suffering of the people of these affected aiea&y 

(h) If any causes have b{‘en ascertained, what ar(‘ they.'' 


8 
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The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: (a) (i) Parts of 
the districts of Burdwan, Birbhum, Bankura, Nadia, Murshidalad, 
Dinajpur, Malda and Khulna have been more or less affected by dis- 
tress. The total ix)pulation of the areas affected is about 12 lakhs. 

(ii) A reference to the rornmvniqvc issued by (joveninieut on 
21st May, 1928, will show what action has been taken by (lovernnieiit. 

(iii) A statement showing- the amount sanctioned by (lovemment 
for loans and relief in the districts affected is enclosed. 

(fl) (iv) and (1>) Yes, ri<Je the commvuique of 21st May, 1928. 


Statemvni trfcncd to in the npli/ to rlansc (a) (tn) of .^tarred question 

No. IS. 


Amounts all tied for ajfcckd areas since the last winter {1927) up to 4th July 192S. 


— 

Land 
improvo- 
ment loana. 

Agricultural 

loans. 

Relief 
w orks. 

Gratuitous 

relief. 


Rs 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Burdwan 

4H,000 

1,00,000 



Birbhum 

00.010 

1,21.460 

42,000 

14.000 

Bankura 

21.2UO 

80,000 

30.000 

12,000 

Nadia 

7.000 

60,000 

6,000 


Murshulabad 

5.400 

1,08,840 

74.010 

4,000 

Khulna 


54.500 



Dinajpur 

12,000 

2,07.201 

77,000 

4,000 

Malda 

11,500 

87,000 

1,40,0(81 

4,000 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI; Will the Honble Mem- 
her be pleased to state how it is that there is a discrepancy in the 
figures given in reply to this question compared with the reply given 
ill the previous question? In the previous question, it is stated that 
the amount given by Oovernment on agricultural loans was Rs. 39,500 
in Khulna; in this question, the amount stated against Khulna for 
agricultural loans is Rs. 54,500. Will the Ilon'ble Member explain 
the discrepancy? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: The balance has 
been given previously. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Previous to what? 


The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: Before there was 
a scarcity. 
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Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hou’We Mem- 

ler be pleased to state wlietliei it is a faet that iimch of the apicul- 
tural loans, stated here to have been jtiven to the other distiiets, were 
given previous to llie jneseiit .''carcity ^ 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARili; In the ease oi 

the other distiii't'', theie was scai-eity some time ago. wlieieas in the 
ease of Khulna the seai-eity develojied only leeently. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: liow is that the uhole 
amount of Rs. 54,‘)()(l i.s mentioned as the loan given tor the lelief of 
scarcity in Khulna i" 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: IN i.dod 

was given to the kites vkiIkiI tenants in disliess. it’iies (d “ Heat, 
heaj'.”) 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Do 1 undeisiand tlnn 

that the agrienltniai loans givmi to ntdluil tenants m tlu* otlno 

distiiets have heen iiielnded in these figni'(‘s’' 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: Xo. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon hh Mem 

hei he pleased to state why it is that an exeejition has heen made in 
the case of Khulna ^ 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: In Khulna this 

amount was given heeause an emhankment theie gave in; theietoie, 
the money was spent there. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI; Will the Hon hie Mem- 
ber be pleased to state whether the hhas maha! is 'vNthin the aiea 
included in the answei to question 17!'' N it a part ot the atlected 
area ? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI; Yes 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Ilon’hh Mmn- 
her he pleased to state how it is that in spite of the fact that Khulna 
people have contributed IN. o,000 towards gratuitous lelief, Govern- 
ment has not supplemented that relief hy any contribution under the 
head “Gratuitous relief.”!*^ 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI : Government 
will give the necessary relief after the amount is spent. 
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Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Eon’ble Mem. 
her be pleased to f^tate why, in view of the answer given to the first 
part of question 18, that Khulna is along with the other districts of 
Burdwaii, Birbbum, Bankura, etc., more or less afiected by distress, 
no provision for gratuitous relief has been made for the affected areas 
in Khulna? 

The Hon’bte Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: It has not been 
asked for by the local officers. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Honble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state whose duty it is to provide for gratuitous relief? 
Is it the duty of (lovernment or ot the hx'ul officers? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI; Any grant by 
the Ijocal (Government for giatuitous relief is based on a demand by 
the local otticeis. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI; Will the Honble Mem- 
ber be to state whether it is a fact that the District Magistrate of 
Khulna asked for contributions from the public, and in spite of that 
fact he did not ask for any help from (Toveinment? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: He has not yet 

asked for gratuitous relief. 

Mr. P. C. BASU : Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state, 
80 far as Burdwan is concerned, how many j)ersons are affected? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI; I can’t say. 

Mr. P. C. BASU: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
why it is that no gratuitous relief has been sanctioned for Burdwan? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI; It was not asked 
for by the local otti{*ers. 

Mr. P. C. BASU: W^ill the Hon’ble Mend)er be pleased to state 
whether it is not a fact that the Collector and Commissioner of 
Burdwan are asking foi* famine relief from everybody, and are not 
asking Government for it? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: The answer to 
the first part of the question is in the affirmative; to the second part, 
in the negative. ^ 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Is the Hon’ble Member 
aware that the steps taken by Government are quite inadequate to meet 
the situation? 
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The Hon’ble Sir NALINi RANJAN CHATARJI: That is a matter 
of opinion. 


Attiah Forests. 

M9. Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: Will the lloii'ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Forests) he pleased 
to state the names of the landlords with their respective shares in the 
Attiah pahar of the Tangail subdivision, who agreed to make oVer the 
forest of the said pahar to the (*ontrol of the Governments 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 
(FORESTS) (the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chau- 
dhuri, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari): The names of proprietors with 
their respective shares, who agreed to make over the Attiah Forests 
to Government for management, are given below; — 


Schedule showini] the lunnes of proprwiot s ato! tlteir 
u'ho have sif/u( d the ajfpliration to Govern meat 
the manapeuient e/ Attuih Foresta. 


1. Dacca Nawab Estate 

2. General Manag^'r, Karatin Ward's Estate 

3. General Manager, (iayhatn Ward's Estate . 

4. Sayod Nawab Nawat* Ah C'haudhun 

5. Sayod Nur Ahamed Hoslien (’liaudhun 
Sayed Muhammad Hfishen Chaiidhuri 

6. Baibu Surendra Prosad Lahin (’haudhun 

7. Sayed Khan Chaudhuri 

8. Rahimannessa Khanuiri C'haudhurani 

9. Rai Pnonath Rov C'haudhun 

Babu Nnpendra Nath Hoy C'haudhun 
Babu Jitendra Nath Roy C'liaudhun 

10. Babu Harendra Kumar Ko\ C’liaudliun 
Rai Mohan Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Rebati Mohan Roy C'liaudhun . . , 

Babu Nagendra Nath Roy ('haudhun 
Babu Kali Proshanna Roy C’haudhun 
Babu Syma Proshanna Hoy Chaudhuri 
Babu C^uro Proshanna Roy C'haudhun 
Babu Han Proshanna Ko\ Chaudhuri 
Babu Radha C’haran Roy ('haudhun 
Babu Rama Nath Roy (’haudhuri 
Babu Hanbala Nath Roy C'haudhun 
Babu Debendra Nath Roy Chautlhun 
Babu Janaki Nath Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Satyendra Nath Roy Cliaudhun 
Babu Promatha Nath Roy C'haudhun 
Babu Brojo Balia v Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Susil Kumar Rov Chaudhuri 
Srimati Bhabani Sundan Roy Chaudhurani 
Babu Sorojendra Nath Rov Chaudhuri 
Babu Sudhirendra Nath Roy CJhaudhun 
Babu Samarendra Nath Roy C’haudhun 
Babu Sankar Nath Roy C’haudhun, reprewmti-d by 
natural guardian and next friend mother Makhon 
Peri Chaudhurani by them nttornev. 


A 

8 

1 

I) 

0 

0 

u 

I) 

0 

(1 


0 


respect I re .share 
for tnh\n<) nrer 


g. kr kt ill d1. dh 
15 2 1 (I 0 0 

1 h 11 i:i 0 u 

1(1 0 (I 0 0 0 

1 3 0 0 0 0 

9 2 1 41| 0 0 

10 0 0 0 0 0 

0 2 1 « 0 0 

0 0 1 14 0 0 

4 2 2 0 0 0 


17 1 ; 12 0 0 


Carried over 


10 7 2 1 40j 0 0 
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A. g. kp. kt. til. dt. dh 
Brought forward 10 7 2 1 49f 0 0 

11. Babu Monindra Mf)han Roy Chaudhun . . . . 

Babu Narendra Mohan Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Sachiridra Mohan Roy Chaudhun 
Babu Akwhay Kumar Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Bhufjondra Mohan Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Apurba Kumar Roy Chaudhun 
Babu Abinash Chandra Roy Chaudhun 

Babu Amulya Charan Roy Chaudhuri ..► 0 3 3 1 8 0 0 

Babu Jyotiah Chandra Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Satish Chandra Roy (Chaudhun 
Babu Kwhitish Cliandra Roy Chaudhun 
Babu Sun^sh Chandra Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Harinh Chandra Roy Chaudhuri, minor represented 
by natural gardian and next friend Unmadim 
Chaudhurani by their attorney Durganath kSaha._ 


12. 

Maulvi Abdur Rahman Chaudhuri 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

13. 

Asia Khatun Chaudhurani 

0 

0 

1 

1 

m 0 

0 

14. 

Babu Karnini Kumar Roy Chaudhun . . . . 









Babu Jashoda Kumar Roy Chaudhuri . . 

r ^ 

0 

0 

0 161 

0 

0 


Babu Ananta Kumar Roy Chaudhuri . . ^ 

1 







15. 

Maulvi Abdul Haquc Khun Chauijhuri 

(j 

1 

0 

0 

11 

0 

0 

16. 

Maulvi All Mohoinmi'd Khan Chauiihun 

0 

5 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

17. 

Maulvi All Mohommed Khan Chaudhuri 

0 

1 

1 

0 

6 

0 

1) 

18. 

Babu Jagot Hon Roy Chaudhun . . . 'l 

Babu Mohondra Kurnar Roy Chaudhuri 

1 0 

1 

2 

0 

19 

0 

0 


Babu Gogendra Chandra Ro.\ Chaudhun . . . J 

1 







19. 

Babu Devondra Kurnar Roy Chaiulhuri . . \ 

0 


0 




35 


Sni. Brinda Ranee Chaudhurani . . . . i 

1 

** 

0 

1 



11 

4 

0 

0 

425 

T 

35 


Closing of the Courts of the District Magistrate of Bogra on certain 
occasions. 

•20. Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Is the Rou ble Member 
in charg'e of the Department of Keveniie (Land Revenue) aware that 
the District Magistrate of Rogia did not close his courts and offices 
and the (‘ourts and offices subordinate to him in spite of the receipt 
of Government oiders to do so on the followinpr occasions, namely: — 

(/) the death of the Right Ilon’ble Satyendra Prasanna Baron 
Sinha of Raipur; and 

{li) the death of the llon’ble the Maharaja Kshauuish Chandra 
Ray Bahadur, of Nadia? 

{!)) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government have 
taken in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: {a) It has been 
asceitained that on Imtli the occasions referred to the District Magis- 
trate of Bogra closed the offices and courts immediately on receipt of 
Government orders. 

{()) The (]uestion does not arise. 
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Sfijut NAGENDRA NATH 8ENs Is the Hon’ble Member aware 
that the District Majji'^trate of Bo^ra came fo office on a particular 
day at 5 o’clock in the eveiiinjr, and not earlier^ 

The Hon'ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: No 


Sub- Inspectors of Schools. 

•21. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: {a) Will the lion ble Mimsiei 
in charpfe of the Department of Kdncation be pleased to state the 
principle on whi(*h the late of im'iement ot the salaries of Sub- 
Inspectors of S<*hools was based when the time-siale of increment was 
introduced in 19:21? 

(h) Do the (iovernnieiit intend to revise the present s\stem? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Musharruf Hosain, Khan Bahadur): id) The time- 
scale of pay with the minimum of To and the maximum of Rs. 290 
was fixed for vSub-rn>pector^ of St-liools, takin<r into (>onsideration the 
nature and importance of their duties. The rate of annual increment 
of pay in that time-scale was determined in accordam'e with the usual 
principle in such matteis, n:., that the maximum pay mi^dit oidi- 
narily be reached by officer^ lecruited for direct ajijKiintment as Sub- 
Inspectors of Schools III such time as to ^’et the full benefit of ])a^ 
at that rate in the matter (-1 pension on retirement, at the a^e of oo 
years. 

(h) No, 


High English School for Girls at Faridpur. 

•22. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: {a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Department ot Kducation auaie that there is a ^neat 
demand for a Hijjh English School for (rills at laridpui ? 

(h) If so, whether the (.TO^ernment intend to raisi* the existing 
Middle English School for (liiTs at Earidpui’ to the status of a High 
School ? 

The Hon’ble NAWAB MUSHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) and (h) A proposal has been received by the Dii'cctor of Public 
Instruction for raising the Earidjmi; Middle English School for (riils to 
the status of a High English Sidiool. The matter is undci' his con- 
sideration. 

Mr. 8UBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Mlni>tei be 
pleased to state how loii” the mattei has b(*en undei’ consideration.'' 
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The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: I 

have pot the file here. (Loud cheers.) The Inspector of Schools sent 
his report to the Director of Public Instiuction on the 24th April 
1928, and the Director has replied to that letter on the 12th May 
1928. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state when a decision will be come to as a result of this 
consideration? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: I 

cannot say at present. 

3-‘10 p.m. 


Distress in the Balurghat subdivision. 

♦23. Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: {o) Will 
the Hon’ble Member in cliarpe ol the Department of Revenue (Land 
Revenue) be pleased to lay on the table a statement reparding the dis- 
tress in the Balurghat subdivision in the district of Dinajpur with 
particular reference to the following points: — 

(i) approximate number of the people aftecied; 

(n) the amount sanctioned by (Government for agricultural loans 
and the amount actually disbursed till the end of dune, 1928; 
(Hi) the number of people who have received such loans and the 
terms on which the loans are being given; 

(ir) w'hether the loans given are intended to enable the raiyat to 
purchase cattle and seeds and to maintain himself and his 
family ; 

(r) what amount have the (Government sanctioned for test relief 
works carried on by the District Board, and wdiat amount 
has been actually advanced up to the end of June; 

(ri) what amount has been advanced by Government for gratuitous 
relief and how many j>eo pie have actually received gratuitous 
relief till the end of June; 

(vu) whether cases of death from starvation have come to the 
notice of (xoveriiment and, if so, how many; 

{viti) whether instances of attempts to commit suicide on account 
of pangs of hunger and sales of wife and children have come 
to the notice of the Government ; and 
(Lr) whether the* Government intend to declare the distress area as 
a famine area? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (ir) is in the negative, ^dll the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what are the reasons for not doing so ? 
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The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI; (a) {i) One 

hundred and fifty thousand persons affected. 

(ii) A sum of Ks. 2,67.201 was sanctioned by Goveriiinent for afjri- 
cultural loan. A sum of Its. 1,70,892 was actually disbursed up to 
30th June, 1928. 

(in) Eight thousand five hundred and ninety people received agri- 
cultural loan till the end of June, 1928. The loan was given on joint 
and several liability at 6^ per cent., repayable in 2 equal instalments 
on 1st February, 1930, and 1st February, 1931. 

(?r) Loans were given to enable the raiyats to purchase plough 
cattle and seeds and not for maintenance. 

( r) A sum of Its. 74,000 was sanctioned by (lovernment foi’ test 
relief works carried out by the District Board. The entire amount 
has been advanced to the District Board. 

(r?) Itupees 4,00t) lias been sanctioned by (Tovernment for gratui- 
tous relief. This was supplemented by public subscriptions amounting 
t.) Ks. (8,231 which is being utilised in gratuitous relief; 1,244 persons 
actually received gratuitous relief in the week ending 201h dune,, 
and in the previous week 870. 

(vn and rin) No such case has been re])oited to (iovernment. 
There have, however, been allegations of such occuiiences which, on 
enquiries, has been tound not b) be true. 

(i.r) No, in the present circumstances. 

(h) The state of things which warrants the declaration of famine 
does not exist, rule section 08, Famine (^ode. 3'he number of jier- 
sons on test works is rapidly decreasing. 

Maulvi KADER BAK8H: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased 
to state whether the entire amount of K<. 4,000 sanctioned by Oovern- 
nient for gratuitous relief has been sjient ? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI; I do not know. 

Mauivi KADER BAK8H; I> the Hon'ble Member awaie that 
seveial persons including 3 widows, who weie lecomniended for such 
relief by the Circle t>fticer, weie u*fu‘»cd bv the Siibdi visional Officer 
of Balurghat, Mr. Mallik^ 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: 1 shall enquire 
into the matter. 

Mauivi KADER BAK8H: Will tiio ll..iriiie Memher I.e pleased 
to state whether the seedliiift M*asoii, /.r.. the seas<tii for sowing seeds, 
has been over by this time, au.l will the Hon'hle Member he (.leased 
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to state whether the entire amount of Rs. 2,67,201, sanctioned ])y 
OoA^eniinent for a^^ricultural loans, has been paid up to the 30th 
June 1928? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: The seedling 
i;eason is not yet over, and loans are still being advanced. 

Mauivi KADER BAK8H: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that I 
informed the Hon’ble Mr. Pientice, the Hon’ble Member in charge, 
xind His Excellency the (Governor, that th^ period of sowing seeds 
would be over by the 30th June? If so, was any enquiry made of the 
local officers ? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI; I am not aware 
of it. 

Mauivi KADER BAKSH: Will the Hoa’ble Member be pleased 
io state the reasons why the entire amount was not advanced? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question, 

Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: With regard to 
answer (/r) ivr., that loans were given to enable the raiyats to pur- 
chase plough, cattle and seeds and not for maintenance, is the Hon’ble 
Member awaie that the amount given out as loans were totally in- 
■sufficient to enable the raiyats to purchase plough cattle and seeds? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: No. 

Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI; Will the Hon ble 

Member be pleased to state the reason why loans w^ere not given for 
maintenance? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: That is the prac- 
tice. 

Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI; Will the Eon’ble 
Member be pleased to state if there is any legal bar to loans being 
given for maintenance? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI; No, but 

Section 41 of the Famine Code does not provide for that. 

Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: With reference 
to answer (r//), that no such case has been leported to (jovernment, 
will the Hon’ble Member be please<l to state if the (lovernment takes 
notice of newspaper reports regarding deaths from starvation? 
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Mfi PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question. 

Babu ilOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: With re^^aid to 
my question as to whether ii was brought to the notice of (Tovernment 
the deaths from staivation, may I know whether the att(*ntion of 
Government was diawn to the death rejmrts which appealed in the 
Foncard of the 1st June, mentioning the names and addresses of the 
villagers ? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: It is not m 

order for a member to ask a (question based on a newspapei’ report. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I must tell the Tloirble Membei’ that theic is 
no such rule which helps the decision, but it has alvays been the pra(‘- 
tice in this House that ([uestions or anything for the mattej of that 
based on newspaper lepoits are not to be peiniitted. It the Hon’ble 
Member likes, he may not answer this ([uestion. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Is it not the practice, 
Sii‘, to allow the tiaining of ([uestions on neuspapei- lejiorts, if the 
member putting that (luestion takes personal je>ponsibilit\ lor (oiiect- 
ness? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Quite so, it is permissible when the member 
makes himself responsible for its accuracy. 

Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: With regard to 
my (luestion whether cases of death from starvation weie brought to 
the notice of Government, am I not entitled to know whethcM the 
attention of Government was drawn to the deaths from starvation 
published in the newspaper on the 1st of Juney 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is desirable and aKo esst^ntial that a member 
should verify a report which appears in a newsyiapei before he bases 
his question on it. He must make himsidf responsible for- its accuracy. 

Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Am I entitled 
to have that information from Government!-^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: hat is your question? 

Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Mv (juestion is 
whether the cases of deaths reported in the For (raid of 1st .]une were 
noticed by Government. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you take per-'orial responsibility foi the 
('oiTectness of the i-eport? 
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Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA GHAKRAVARTI; 1 do. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: The question is, whether 
the attention of Government has been drawn to the newspaper report? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The Hon’ble Member may answer Mr. Chakra- 
varti’s question if he likes? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINf RANJAN CHATARJI: The attention 
of Government was drawn to most of the reports which appeared in 
the newspapers, but I cannot say whether the attention of Govern- 
ment was drawn to this particular report. 

Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA GHAKRAVARTI: May I turther 
inquire as to how manv cases ot alleviations of death from starvation 
have been found to be untiue? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I dmihi if the (question is leasonahle, ioi- Ihe 
simple leason that it is, perhaps, impossible for the Hon’ble Member 
to give offhand, the exact number of such cases. 

Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA GHAKRAVARTI: ^Vill the Hon ble 

Member be jileased to state who made these inquiries? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That question is reasonable and relevant. 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI; The local officers. 

Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA GHAKRAVARTI: Hid the Collec- 
tor make the inquiries, or anybody else? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: I cannot say. 

Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA GHAKRAVARTI: May I know 
what the result of the iiujuiry was? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI; If I can get the 

particulars, I can give the answers. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: Will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to 
state what number out of these 150,000 people, who were really needy, 
received the agricultiwal loan? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI; I cannot possibly 
say. I have already stated in my answer the number 8,590. 
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Mfi PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question. 

Babu ilOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: With re^^aid to 
my question as to whether ii was brought to the notice of (Tovernment 
the deaths from staivation, may I know whether the att(*ntion of 
Government was diawn to the death rejmrts which appealed in the 
Foncard of the 1st June, mentioning the names and addresses of the 
villagers ? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: It is not m 

order for a member to ask a (question based on a newspapei’ report. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I must tell the Tloirble Membei’ that theic is 
no such rule which helps the decision, but it has alvays been the pra(‘- 
tice in this House that ([uestions or anything for the mattej of that 
based on newspaper lepoits are not to be peiniitted. It the Hon’ble 
Member likes, he may not answer this ([uestion. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Is it not the practice, 
Sii‘, to allow the tiaining of ([uestions on neuspapei- lejiorts, if the 
member putting that (luestion takes personal je>ponsibilit\ lor (oiiect- 
ness? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Quite so, it is permissible when the member 
makes himself responsible for its accuracy. 

Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: With regard to 
my (luestion whether cases of death from starvation weie brought to 
the notice of Government, am I not entitled to know whethcM the 
attention of Government was drawn to the deaths from starvation 
published in the newspaper on the 1st of Juney 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is desirable and aKo esst^ntial that a member 
should verify a report which appears in a newsyiapei before he bases 
his question on it. He must make himsidf responsible for- its accuracy. 

Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Am I entitled 
to have that information from Government!-^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: hat is your question? 

Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Mv (juestion is 
whether the cases of deaths reported in the For (raid of 1st .]une were 
noticed by Government. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you take per-'orial responsibility foi the 
('oiTectness of the i-eport? 
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Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: What particular area has 
been described by Mr. Vincent as a permanent famine area in Khulna? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: The Hon’ble 
Memliei' is referred to the re])ort. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: 1 submit, Sir, that the 
ie])ly is ikjI in order. The (juestion was whether the area comes within 
the area described by Mr. Aliment as the peiniunent famine area. 
(Toverinnent has avoided answerin^^ it by saying that it is included. 
I ask whether the Ilon’ble Member in chaige has any idea oi the area 
or not y 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: I cannot say. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : AVith leference to [d) 
will the lloirble Membei be pleaded to state when is the proper sowing 
season? 

The Hon’bie Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: 1 understand 

that transplantation goes on uj) to duly. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Detenu Kiran Chandra Das. 

19. Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Ui) AA ill the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Political Department be pleascnl to slate the 
date on which e.xternee Srijut Kiran (handra Das was taken under 
custody and the period of his detention in jails and externment? 

(/i) Is it not a fact that Srijut Kiran Chandra Das jxditioned the 
Governor for increasing his allowance, but his prayer was rejected? 

(r) Is it a fact that in October, 1927, externee Srijut Kiran CTiandra 
Das was attacked with high fever? 

{(1) Is the Ilon’ble Member aware that he had to pay about Es. 50 
for medical expenses? 

(r) Is it not a fact that he had applied for the amount which the 
Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Intelligence Branch, Criminal 
Investigation Department, Bengal, refused? 

(/) If so, w'ill the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reason? 

MEMBER In charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): {a) He was arrested on March 11th, 1927. 
He w’as in jail for 28 days and has been externed for about 8 months. 
{h) Yes. 
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{c) The detenu, according to the statement of his uncle, suffered 
in October, 1927, from a mild tyi-e of influenza. 

(d) In an application for the jiayment of medical ex])enses, it was^ 
stated that the detenu had b.een visited by a doct(U- three times and 
that some expenditure had been incurred for medicines. 

(c) and if) Tlitt application wa.s rcjer'ted, the monthly allo^^ance 
l>aid to him together with a lump sum ^iven him on externment were 
consideied sutticient to c(;\er these expenses. 

Mfi SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: With retereme to ans\\ei (c) ami 
(/), will the Ilon'ble Member be pleased to suite what the lump sum 
was 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: t iovernment aic not 
piepared to pive any infoiniation lef^'aidinj^’ the amount ol allowances. 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Iloirblo Member be 
])lease(l to state what the monthly allowance is^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; (irovejinnent have ahvays 
refused fo make such statements, 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Is that also kept secret trom the 
detenus themselves? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: May I ask why the Hoo’blp 

Member is not pre])aied to make the statement ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, W. D. R. PRENTICE: (loveinment are of opinion 
that the amount of allowance is a matter which concerns only the 
detenu and his family, and is not a matter of public interest, 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: May 1 ask whether the detenu 
in question is going to be released shortly? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am afraid 1 cannot say. 


Detenu Romesh Chandra Acharyya. 

20. Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: Will the Hon Ide Menu 
her in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the date of arrest of Srijut Romesh Chandra Acharyya; 

(h) the place in which he is now interned; 
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(c) whether it is a fact that he has been suffering from malarial 

fever ; 

(d) whether the place where he is now domiciled is malarious; 

and 

(c) whether the (jovernment intend to release him immediately? 

The Hon’hle Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) 31st March, 1925. 
(h) At his home. 

(c) Yes; it was rejiorted that he was suffering from malaria from 
the 15th to 20th November, 1927, but that since then his health has 
been good. 

(d) (jovernment have m* information. 

(r) No. 


Monthly allowances of detenus. 

21. Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: Will the HonO le Mem* 
ber in charge of the Political Department ])e pleased to state — 

(a) who are the detenus whose monthly allowances have been 
withheld as soon as the externment orders served on them 
had been withdrawn; 

(h) whether in their present financial state it is imix)ssible for 
them to settle in life if their monthly allowances iire 
withheld ; 

(c) whether a monthly allowance is being provided to some detenus 

under conditional release while it is being withheld in some 
other cases; 

(d) whether it is the duty of the Government to supply the neces- 

sary expenses of the detenus after their release for such time 
as they may reasonably take to settle in life; and 

tc) if so, why the sui)ply of necessary allowance has been withheld 
in their cases? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Government are not 

prepared to supply this infonuation. 

{h) In all cases where Government are satisfied that the temporary 
continuance of a monthly allowance is desirable, a temporary allow- 
ance is sanctioned. 

{(') Yes. 

(d) No. The resj)bnsibility of Government in the matter of allow- 
ances is limited to cases covered by section 21, Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act. 

(e) Does not arise. 
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Detenu Bhupendra Kumar Dutta. 

22. Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Will tlu^ Ilon’hle Member in 
charge of the Uolitieul Deimrtment be pleased to state whether — 

(a) Bhupendra Kumar DiUta, of Thakurpur. district Jessore, bad 
been arrested on tlie 2oth Se])tember, ll)l2d, under ofx'ration 
of Bengal Kegulation 111 of LSIS ami wa.s thereafter detained 
under the Bengal fiiminal Law Amendment Ordinam*e: 

(h) he is now domieib'd at home in Thakur])ur; and 
(c) the (Tovei'iiimMit intend to i{‘h‘as(‘ him immediately ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Yes 

iJt) and (r) No. He lia^ alieady Imhmi i('leas(‘(l subject to ceitain 
conditions specified undei xa tmn ! 1 ( /) id), ih) and (c) of the Act. 


Irrigation of Bengal. 

23. Srijut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ble Member in ehaige of the Department of Iirigati(ui been 
drawn t(t the leetuie (leliv(‘red bv Sir William Willcocks on the 
Gth March last on the Kestoiation of Anci(*nt Iiiigation of Bengal'^ 

(/>)^Tf so, will the llon’ble MimuIkm’ be pleased to stati* whether the 
Govei’iiment jiiopose to take* any a< tion (Oi the basis of tlutse remarks? 

{(') If not, \Nhy not? 

MEMBER in Charge Of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab All Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, 
of Dhanbari): {a) Yes. 

(b) Governnuujt have e(Uitinuously under consideration the question 
of the irrigation of Bengal, and Sir AV^illiam Wilhaa ks’ juoposals have 
nokt ])een ignoied. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. P. N. GUHA: Will the Hon’ble YIeinber be j)leased to state 
whether the scheme, kiK>wn as the Grand Tiunk (’anal, is still umlei the 
consideration of Government? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALf 
CHAUDHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: (The Hcm'ble Ylember's 
reply was not heaid at the rejiorters’ table.) 


9 
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Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to answer 
{b), will the Hon^ble Member be pleased to state what steps have been 
taken in view of Sir Willcocks proposals'^ 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYiD NAWAB ALI 

CHAUDHURIi Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: It is under the consideration 
of Government. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: May I ask whether the 
Ilon’ble Member is prepared to make a statement on the irri^mtion 
policy of the Government of Benj^^al a> a result of the ( onsideration 
of Sir Willcock’s speech? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI 

CHAUDHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: Not iit jireseiit. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: May I ask of the llon’ble 
Member in char^-e of the Irrip'ation ])orttoli() as to whether he is at all 
jirepared and, if so, when? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI 

CHAUDHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: 1 have already said that it 
is under the consideration of (joveiiiment. 

Mr, J, M, SEN GUPTA: May I lise to a jioint of ordei ? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Hose stood Uji before you and caug4it my 
eye. He is in jiossession of the House, and you cannot rise to a point 
of order until I hear Mr. Hose. 

Mr, SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, 1 ^ive up my claim loi' my 
leader. 

Mr, J, M, SEN GUPTA: My submission is this.: After the unstarred 
(piestion 1^0, the Secretary has not jj^iveu that amount of time between 
two nuestions whi(di is required under the rules. I ask you for a rule 
on this? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Could you point out any rule under which any 
time is sjiecified? 

Mr. «l. M. SEN GUPTA: A reasonable time is speidfied under the 
rules. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: It does not certainly take one very long to rise 
in his seat and put a question. 
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Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: My complaint is that the Secretary did not 
wait a reasonable time before putfinjf the next question. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: I still claim my right to put a 
supplementary question on unstarred question 20. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That question is long past. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: After the Secretary goes on racing 
in this fashion, it is impossible tor u^ to put any su])]>leTnentary question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Secretary was stopped wlieu he was putting 2d. 
You may ask >upplementary ({uestions on 2d. 

Mr. SUBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: As a protest against your ruling^ 
I decline to ]nit any (juestion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Aext (piestion. 


Tube-well in D§k Bungalow compound at Bogra. 

24. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

(n\ Will the Hon’l)le Minister in charge of the Depaifinent ol Public 
Works be pleased to state the <‘ost incurred by the tiovernnient in sink- 
ing the liig tube-well at llogra in the Dak llungalow coinpoundy 

(/>) Why was it sunky 

ic) Is it in w'orking order? 

{(I) If the answer to (r) is in the atfinnativc, will th(5 Hon’ hie 
Minister bt' pleased to state why is it lying idle? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a) Rupees 12,802.b. 

(b) It was sunk wdth the idea of utilising it as tin* sour(>e of water 
in any wutter-works s(;heine that the Bogra Municipality might in future 
undertake in the municipal area. 

{(') It has never been worked since it was sunk, but- there is no 
reason to apprehend that it is not in workable ordei-. 

(d) Because there are no water-works yet in connection with which 
it could be used. 


Bogra Water-supply Scheme. 


25. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI; 

(rt) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Local 
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Self-Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Govern- 
ment sunk the bi^j tube-well at Boprra in the Dak Bunf^alow compound 
for openiiiff a water-works? 

(h) What will Ik* the total cost of the scheme? 

{(■) What amount did the Government, Bogra Municipality and 
Bogrii District Board, resj)ectively, promise to advance? 

(f1) Is there any chance of taking up the w'ork in hand during the 
current year? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (n) Yes, 
h tube-well was sunk in the Dak Bungalow compound at Bogra. This, 
like certain tube-wells in other places, was sunk to test the possibility 
of a regular water-supply scheme. 

(/;) Two sclnunes have been ]U(*pin{‘d. The cost ot the initial 
scheme is estimated at Bs. 08,700 and that of the comjdete scheme 
Its. I,d0,50(). 

(c) Neither of these scdiemes has been submitted to Goveinment, nor 
have ]>ro]>osals been submitt(*d for financing either of them. Govern- 
ment have no information on this point. 

{(]) No; as pro}>osals have not \et lH*en. received from the 
Municii>ality. 


Firearms licences. 

26. Mr. SYED MD. ATIQULLAH: (a) AVill the Ilon’ble Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
fitatement showing the names and addresses of — 

(i) the persons who applied for firearms lici'iices fiom 1st April to 
1st June 1928; 

(//) the |H*rsons to whom licences have been granted; 

{ill) the persons to whom licences have been refused; 

{ir) the persons whose cases are still under consideration; and 

(r) the (pialifications of all the applicants? 

ib) How many applicants have paid income-tax prior to their 
applications, and what is the amount of income-tax paid by each ot 
them ? 

% 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 
W, D. R. Prentice): (a) and (/>) Government are not in possession of 
the detailed information required to enable them to answer the question. 
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Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: My complaint is that the Secretary did not 
wait a reasonable time before putfinjf the next question. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: I still claim my right to put a 
supplementary question on unstarred question 20. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That question is long past. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: After the Secretary goes on racing 
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Mr. SUBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: As a protest against your ruling^ 
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(b) It was sunk wdth the idea of utilising it as tin* sour(>e of water 
in any wutter-works s(;heine that the Bogra Municipality might in future 
undertake in the municipal area. 

{(') It has never been worked since it was sunk, but- there is no 
reason to apprehend that it is not in workable ordei-. 

(d) Because there are no water-works yet in connection with which 
it could be used. 


Bogra Water-supply Scheme. 


25. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI; 

(rt) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Local 
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KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY* How was it considered? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It was considered what 
amount was required to live reasonably and decently. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY; With regard to answer («), the 
Ilon’ble Member has stated that tlie allowance is Rs. 150 a month. 
How does he re(!oncile it with the statement of policy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I would like to explain 
that w'hen these answers weie ])ie])ared, I was new to the job of answer- 
ing these (piestions. Drafts were put up and, in ordei not to delay them, 
I passed some of them, but 1 also called for previous papers in order to 
see wdiat th(‘ jjolicy of (loveiiiment w’as in answering these (juestions, 
and my statement of poli(‘y is the result of the examination of prece- 
dents. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: With leference to (^/), may 1 know 
wdiether he is still having low' tever? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I cannot say. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Do 1 take it that the answer includes 
the latter part of the ({uestion also? 

The Hon’ble Mt. W. D. R. PRENTICE; There is only one question 
you have asked, “ whether it is a fact,” and the answ'er is, “ it is a fact.” 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: The question was whether proper facil- 
ities W'ere not available at Vizagapatam, and the (iovernment answ’er 
is “Yes.” What does that mean? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: There are facilities for 
medical examination in numerous places outside Jlengal. 


Juvenile Court. 

28. Mr. F. E. JAMES: {a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Judicial Dei)artment Iw plea.sed to state W'hether he is aware 
that although the Bengal Children’s Act was passed in 1922, no Juvenile 
Court has yet been constituted under section 37 of that Act? 

{h) What is the reason for this delay, or what obstacles are in 
the way of the establishment of such a Court? 
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(r) Is the Iloirble Member aware of the necessity for a proj^erly 
constituted Couit presided over by a stipendiary Mapfistrate with experi- 
ence in the treatment of juvenile oftenders and assisted by a woman 
Magistrate ? 

{(1) M ill the Hon ble M(*ml)er be jdeased to state whether steps 
will be taken at an early date to bring section dT of tbe Bengal 
Children's Act in force? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): Thi^ is not coiieci. A duvenile (\)Ui‘l lias 

been established under section dT. Bengal (^hildienV Act, foi’ each of 
the ai*eas in which tlu' Ac< in force, except (dibuitta, wlu're a (duiit 
for the trial ot juvenile offenders was established in 1914. The (juestion 
of establishing a larger Court under section 47, Bengal Children’s Act, 
in {\ilcutta is under consideration. 

{h) Does not arise. 

{(') The matter is iindei- considei'ation. 

id) Section 47, Bengal (diildien’s Act, is in lorce in tlie aieas speci- 
fied in the Notification No. -KSob dated 24jd June, 1927. (('o))y of 

the Notification is jilaced on the table.) 


y otifi cat 10)1 referred to in the re/dji to ehjuse id) of unsinrred 

(fitesiitm .Vo. 2S. 

.Vo. dSdOJ . — '/ h( 2drd June, J!f27. — In (‘xeridse of tlie jMiwers con- 
ferred by sulK-section (2) of seidion 1 and sub-section (7) ot section 27 
of the Bengal Childien’s Act, 1922 (Bengal Act T1 of 1922), the (lover- 
nor in Council is jileased to declaie that the ]»rovision of the said Act, 
with the exce])tion of the following sm tions, shall come into fori'e in 
the town ot ( alciitta, the municipalitv ot Tlowiah and th(‘ jHilice- 
stations of Bally Sankrail and Domjiir in th<‘ distiict of 

Howrah, with effect fioin the Kt July, 1927, namelv: Section 27 (7) 
(?) (?/) (m) id) ih) ie) id) (?) and (/'). Sectiini 27 (2) {a) (h) (c) (d) 
and (/). Section 2(S (2) (-7) (7). Sections 29 and 49. 

2. Notifications Nos 7429J., dated the 2Sth Novenibei-, 1924, 
2494J., dated the 27th March, 1925, 4424J., dated th(‘ 17th June, 1925, 
4412 J., dated the 25th June, 192(), 5174J., dated the 2(Sth July, 1929, 
and 415J. and 4H)J,, dated the 17th January, 1927, are hendiy cancelled. 

Mr. F. E. JAMES: Is the HoiVble Member aware that the Court of 
Juvenile Offendeis established in 1914 is not the same either in inten- 
tion or procedure as the Court contemplates under section 47 of the 
Bengal Children’s Act? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am afraid I do not quite 
understand what difterenee the hon’ble member is referring to. Under 
the lules, every Court established in 1914 follows a procedure very 
similar to those ])rovided under the Children’s Act for the Children’s 
Court. 


Mr. F. E. JAMES: Is the Ilon’ble Member aware that actually there 
are considerable differences in these rules, and that no Court which is 
not established under the rules similar to those laid down in the 
Children’s Act can be called adequately to deal with the juvenile 
offenders y 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am not aware what 
difference the hon’ble member is referring to. 1 will discuss with him 
the whole ouestion later on, if he wishes to do so. We shall then 
considej’ whcthei it is necessary to issue a revised Notification for 
Calcutta, 


Alleged acquisition of certain ” debutter ” lands in mauza 
Konnagar, Chatal. 

29. Babu MAHENDRA NATH MAITI: in) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in cliaige of the Department of Itevenue (Land Itevenue) be 
j)leased (o state whether the (lovernment intend t(> acquire the dehufier 
homestead lands of several Brahmin families in mauza Konnagar 
within the town of Chatal on the western bank of the liver Silabati in 
the distiict of Midnapore for the purpose of constructing office build- 
ings and famil\ (|uarters tor the officers of the Departments of Public 
Works and Iriigationy 

{}>) If the answer to (^/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be ]>leased to state whether h(‘ is aware that — 

(?) these Brahmin families have been residing there for several 
generations ; 

(//) tlndr homesteads contain temples of family idids w'hich they 
woi shi]) fi*om generation to generation ; and 

{ui) this jiroposal is likely to entail great hardship on these poor 
people and wound their religious feelings? 

% 

(c) Will the Hon’ lie Member be pleased to state whether in the 
cases of acquisition of lands, do the Government intend to exclude the 
temples of family idols? 
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(d) Has the Hoii’ble Member rei'eived any memorial from <he 
persons who will be prejudicially afl'eeted by siicdi acquisition as also 
from the general public of the Ghatal town jjrotesting against this 
projK)sal y 

(r) Are the Goveiiinuuit con.sidering the desirability of abandoning 
the idea of acfiuiring tliese lands and securing other lands if at all 
necessary’ ? 


The Hon»ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: ui) No 

{h) to (e) Ho not arise. 


Korotoya River. 

30. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

<(t) Mill the Hon’ble Membei- in charge (d' the ])e])ai‘tment of liiigation 
be jdeased to state whether it is a fa<*t that the health of the district of 
Hogra lias greatly sulfeied and deteriorated owing to the silting up of 
the river Korotoya? 

ih) Is it a fact that the liver Bangali is not fed by tlie waters of 
the river Kata Khali but b\ the B)‘.ihmaputra (Jumna) through the 
river Balai? 

(c) Is it a fact that tlie GovernmcMit appiehends that tin* excavation 
of the river Kata Khali will injuii* the current of the Bangali I’iver? 

id) Has theie been any jU(qH*r impiiiA into the niattei Y 

{(■) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of the report of the in(juir\ Y 

(f) Is it in the contemjdation of the Government to excavate the 
silted lied of the rivei Korotoya at Kata Khali ? 


The Hon’bie Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari; (c/) Go\ernment is not aware that the 
health of the distiict of Bogra has gr(*atly suffered and deteriorated 
owing to the silting uj> of the river Korotoya. 

(h) No, The rivei Bangali is fed mainly by the rivei Kata Khali. 

(c) No. The Kata Khali is a living liver (though its dischaigo 
is less than fonnerly), and its excavation is not neces^^ary. 

(d) There has been a preliminary encjuiry. 

(c) A copy of the rejiort on the jueliminarv einpiiry is laid on the 
table. 

(/) No. 
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Report referred to in the reply to clause (e) of unstarred question 
No. 30. 

Dated Jalpai^^uri, the 18th June, 1925. 

From — Rat S^htti J. N. Roy, Executive Engineer, Jalpaiguri 
Division, 

To — The Chief Engineer, Bengal, Irrigation Department. 

With reference to your No. 1428 1, dated the 18th April, 1925, 
I hav(‘ the honour to rejMU’t for your information as follows: — 

(V/) What the effect of ojH^ning the mouth of Kata Khali would he? 
The mouth of Kata Khali is aliea<ly open and 1 presume the opening 
•of th(‘ Korotoya at its junction with Kata Khali is meant. The effect 
will prohahly he that the hed of the Korotoya will again silt up, unless 
hy thi('W'ing a dam across the Kata Khali, tin* water from the upper 
portion of Korotoya is diverted and forced into the Korot. 

(5) The old hed of the Koiotoya has di(‘d since the Korotoya broke 
into the Baiigali river. The Kata Khali is not at all silting up and 
there are absolutely no signs to show that the Korotoya is trying to 
get back its own channel. 

(r) The mouth of th(‘ Kata Khali is quite open — tnid there is no need 
to dredge either the Kata Khali or the Bangali river. The (‘hannel is 
now flowing through Kata Khali aud Bangali liveis. It is useless 
to dredge the silted up ])ortion of the Korotoya near its junction with 
Kata Khali without having a ])ro]>er channel helow. In the absence 
of levels, it is not jiossible to estimate the amount of dredging that 
may be necessary. 

For th(‘ first eight miles of the Koiotoya from its junction wuth the 
Kata Khali, luactically a new channel will have to b(‘ oi>ened up and 
for the remaining length, an average de}>th of 8 feet of dredging will 
be necessary, and the prohalde expenditure will be Rs. 4,00,000. 

In ordei* to come to a definite conclusion as to whethei* dredging 
will l;e (‘ffeetive and the extent of dredging that may be required, 
a survey and sections of the whole length of the Korotoya, Kata Khali 
and Bangali rivers will be ne(*essarv and also complete set of gauge 
readings of tbe Brahmajmtra river. 

General Re]M>rt. — The jMution of the Korotoya river lying between 
'Govindaganj in the Rangpur district and Sherpur in the Bogra district 
is lying silted up for a long time; this silting up is mainly due to the 
•diversion of the water of the upper poition of the Korotoya river 
through Kata Khali into the Bangali rivei. The Kata Khali and 
Bangali riveis, whidi have now practically become one river, carry 
large volumes of water and is navigable throughout the year. At 
present the minimum depth of water in the Kata Khali near its junction 
with Korotoya is 2 feet. The Kata Khali as it proceeds downwards 
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becomes deeper and near its junction with the Bung^ali river the 
minimum depth is 5 feet and in places it is as deep as 15 feet. The 
upper end of the Korotoya from its juiudion with the Kata Khali down 
to Govindag*anj is absolutely dry, and the bed has completely silted 
up and in places it is about a couple of feet dee|XM* only than the 
surroundinop country level. Below (tovindaganj a little water ti<*l<le 
along* the bed slowly. IKiring: the ordinary flood no water enters the 
low’er end of Koi*otoya at A from the upper end. It is during^ high 
flood that the surplus water ot Kata Khali overflowing its banks passes 
into the silted up bed of the Korotoya river at A. At Khanjmr, the 
two rivers, Korotoya and llangali, meet again and the combined water 
forms the Fuljhoie which is a big naxigmble river throughout the year. 


Search of the premises of the Brahmanbaria Chittaranjan Jatiya 
Prathisthan. 

31. Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA; {a) Will the Hon ble 

Memluu' in charge of the P<»liee IVpartment be ])h‘ast*d it) slate 
whether it is a fact that in Hay last there was a siuircli and raid by 
the ]>oli(‘e in the premises of the Brahmanbaria Fhit taianjan Jaliya 
Prathisthan, but nothing incriminating was foumr*" 

ih) Is it a fact that the police took awa\ tin' minute book of tin' 
Pialhisthun and some letters of the local ('ongress (ommitte(*y 

(r) Is the Iloirble Memlx'r aware that in the afternoon of tin' 
11th May last, some live cartridges were found by the members of the 
said Prathisthan in an almirah of their library y 

id) Is the Hon’bh' Member awan' that the memlu'rs kept watch 
the whole night and noticed ])oli(*emen loiti'iing about in tin' vicinity 
of the Prathisthan? 

(e) Is the llon’ble Member aware that information about tin' find 
was sent to the Subdivisional Ottici'r of Biahmanbaria who sent a 
Police Officer to whom the cartridges weie made o\ei b\ Siijut Lalit 
Chandra Barman, Principal ot the institution? 

(/) Has any iiniuiry been made by Oovernment into tin' matter of 
the cartridges found in the almirah and, it so, with what ri'sult ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: ( a) Ao, but the premises 
were searched on the 252nd April in the course of the in\estigation of a 
dacoity case. Government are iinjuiring whethei anything incriminat- 
ing was found, and will inform the Member of the result. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 
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{(]) (jovernment do not know how the members spent the nig-ht. 
No policemen loitered in the vicinity during- the night. 

(c) Yes. 

(/) An iiKjniry bus been made, but so far there has been no result. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hon ble Member be 
pleased to state whether be asked for a report of the facts after notice 
of this question? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have asked for a report, 
and the report has not yet come. We have got infoiination by tele- 
gram regarding certain details. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: With regard to (b), has the 

llon’ble Member made any enquiry whether there was any justification 
for the seizure of letters and minutes of the Congress Committee and of 
the Pratbisihan in the coui'se of investigation for a dacoity case? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hon ble Member be 
pleased to make an enquiry into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It the hon ble member 
puts down a (luestion, I shall. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Then I am giving notice, if the 
Hon ble Member is prepared to answer the question now, whether 
Government consider that the documents of the Congress Committee 
are as much liable to be seized as the booty of dacoity? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W, D. R. PRENTICE: I suggest, it is a matter of 
opinion. 

4 p.m. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order; 
Babu Akhil Chandra Hatta was putting a supplementary ([uestion, and 
he was on hi^ legs, when the Secretary passed on to the next question. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will you please issue instruc- 
tions to the Secretaiy not to go so fast, as this makes it impossible for 
members to ask suppfementary questions? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you are right in making that 
accusation. Will you please put your question now? 
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BAbu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: In view of the universal com- 
plaint in this matter, I hope Mr. Pi’esident, you will give us sufficiently 
reasonable time for supplementary questions in future ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ^ou need not remind me of my duty. 1 know 
it sufficiently well. \\ ill you please put your question 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Member be 

pleased to issue instructions to the police not to >eize Congress office 
documents in future merely because the\ are the ])apei‘.s of the ('ongiess 
Committee? 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No Midi instnutions ^^\\\ 
be issued. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Thank ><m With legaid to 
(f), who has made the en(iiiir\ ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The bxal oHiteis. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mi'. Datta you arc moving \eiy last. The 
jirocedure is that when a member wants to put a siip])lem<‘n1aiy (jue>- 
tion, he must catch my eye, and when his name ih called out, he is to 
put the (luestion. The llon’ble Member for (rovernment will then rise, 
after giving me sufficient time to disall(>w the (piestion it I (dioose to do 
so. 


Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: You ha ve now brought a 
counter-charge against the members. (Laughter.) My (jui^stion was as 
to whether the inquiry was made hy the Subdivisiorial Officer, the 
Circle Officer or the Sub-Inspector ot Ihdict*. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The Distriit Ihdice 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: May 1 eiMpiii'i* li tin* police* 
officer was the Superintendent of J*olice, a head-ccmstable or a 
chaukidar? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: He wa. the iinestigating 
officer, but which officer it was I cannot say. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Is the lion hie Membei aware 
that on the day fidlowung the day on which these Ixonb^ were found, 
there was a public meeting held at Hrahinanbai ia ? 

(No reply.) 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I may point out to the members that the first 
hour available for question is over. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: May I inquire if a note has been 
taken of the questions that have not been answered at to-day’s meeting? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes. 


Point of order. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: May I inquire if the matter 
to be discussed at to-morrow’s meeting would be a lesolution or a motion 
for adjournment of the business of the House? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: An additional day has been granted liy llis 
Excellency for the dis(*ussion of the motion for adjournment. If any 
business is left unfinished to-day, it will be carried over to-moi row. In 
any case, I will give two hours toi‘ the discussion of the motion for 
adjournment. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: If the disi ■iission of the 
present resolution be finished to-night, how then can we take up the 
motion for adjournment to-morrow? How will that be regular? 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: It will be quite possible, but I may peiinit you 
to move the motion to-day, if you like. It all depends on whether the 
intending mover wants to do vso to-day. If he does, I will give him my 
written consent to-day and take u]> the motion to-morrow. The next 
day has already been fixed for the discussion of the motion. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: It is proper only after the 
questions are finished. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: But should you be in such a hurry? To-morrow, 
there must be, in any case, (|uestions. If you rise and catch my eye 
after the ipiestions are finished, I will give you leave to move the 
motion. It is not necessary for you to rise to-day. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order. 
The point is that the motion is under a particular section. That parti- 
cular section provides^for the adjournment of the business of the House. 
If there l>e no business to-morrow — if the business be finished to-night — 
how’ will the motion for the adjournment of the business of the House 
bi regular to-moiTOW? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot understand why it oannot be. An 
additional day has been ‘granted by His Kxcellency tor a special puriwse^ 
and the Council will, as a matter of course, sit to-morrow. The outstand- 
inj^ questions will provide the link. 

Rai HARENDRANATH GHAUDHURI: That does not mean that 
there will be bu‘‘iness to-moiiow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I j) to now ^^c have no reason to ajipreliend that 
tliere will be no business to-nioirow. Theie must be (jue^'tions, at any 
rate, as 1 have lepeatedlx said. 

Rai HARENDRANATH GHAUDHURI: Our point of order is 
absolutely ditterent. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If it was youi’ intention to move tlie motion of 
adjournment to-da\ , \<iu ‘should liave handed ovm to me my wiitten 
(‘on>ent after (juestion time. 

Rai HARENDRANATH GHAUDHURI: My imint oi mder is 

this: 1'lie membei lias a>ked lor tlie adjouinment ol tin* busin(*ss of 

the Hou^e, Tlie st'ction also j>i'ovi(h‘s toi that. 1 submit lliat it the 
imsiness be ovei- to-iiLi^lit, tlien tlicK' will b(‘ no busiiu'ss lelt for 
to-morrow, and in that <a>e that motion cannot be taken uji to-monow. 
Under that section, the motion would be iriejifular. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What T want to ])oint out is this: A lejirestmta- 
tion was made to me \e>terday ioi a sp(‘cial da\ tor a definite purjiose, 
which I forwarded to His Excellency tlie (irovernor, and a day has been 
^uantrd foi the di'< U''sion oi that matter, so theie is no difHcult\ whatso- 
ever. Business or no luisincss, the motion will produce the desired 
effect whenever carried. But it >ou intended to move the motion to- 
day, you should have handed ovei- to me m\ wiitten consent before 
(juestion time, as provided by the rules. 

Rai HARENDRANATH GHAUDHURI: No, the motion lnu^t be 
made immediately aftei the (jneNtions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That wa^ a mistake. Yes, that must be made 
after the questions are finislied. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: T submit that the best plan would 
be for the membei to ask tor leave now*, and then you can mention a 
date and hour. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: But you have not got my written consent h 
move the motion. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Yes, he has got it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chatterjee, will you please read it out? 


Motion for adjournment of the business of the Council. 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: I am reading a letter 1 
have received from the Tjegislative Department: — 

“111 modification of previous letter No. I-)*’)!, dated tlie 9th July 
19‘2S, 1 am directed to state for \oiir information that the llon’hle tin 
President will consent tni the moving of yoiir motion on Wednesday 
the lltli instant, jirovided TIis Excellency the (lovernoi' is pleased t( 
fix that day for a meeting of the (’oiincil. (Sd.) J. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That was ‘‘'uhject to the approval of Hi' 
Excellency, but 1 think it is essential that m\ written consent (T nieai 
the final onet sh'oiild have been taken fiom me after His Excellency liac 
given his consent. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: 1 submit that that is a Yei> 
formal m.ittei The best way to s(dve the difficuilty would be for bin 
to ask for leave under section SI now. 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE; l iider rule 81 of tin 
(jovernment of India Act, I ask for leave to move a motion for tht 
adjournment of the business of the (’ouncil for the purpose of discussing 
a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the serioui 
situation that has aiT^n in the country on account of the attitude oi 
the (Government and the inadeipiate measures taken by the Governmein 
for the relief ot the distressed people of this province. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou (‘annot move till ytui have got my writtei 
■consent in the final foini. Ibiss over to me the Secretary’s letter, pleastfe 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ : T have also received a letter consenting 
to the moving of a similar motion. If my friend is given pennissior 
to move his motion,^ want to make a similar prayer. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y OU will be entitled to speak. 


4-1 r> p.m. 
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•if. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chatter jee has now ^?ot my formal consent. 
He must now have tlie leave of the House to move his motion for 
adjournment. Let me read it out to the memhers : — 

“ Under section 81 of the rules' under the Government of India Act, 
I ask for leave to move a motion tor adjournment of the. business of 
fhe Council for the purpose of di.scussinj^^ a definite matter of *urpent 
public importance, namely, the serious situation that has arisen out of 
the inadequacy of the s/teps taken by Government for the relief of the 
distressed people in some districts of Benjral.” 

Has the member the leave of the Ilou.se to move that motion 
t('-morrow ? 

(The members here rase in their seats and a count was bein^r 
taken ). 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: (hi a point of pioceduie: Sir, ina\ I 
diaw your attention to the fact that no objection has been taken. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are ridit, Mr. M an. It i^ not necessary 
for the memlieis to iLe, as no objection lias been taken. I fixiul 
o o’clock to-morrow for discussion of tlie motion. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : ( hi a point of onlei : 
Sir, I submit with full respect to youi decision, that it will be irregular 
to fix to-morrow foi' this di.'<<'Ussion, because section SI luns thus: — 

“ Leave to mo\e a motion foi the adjournment (d the business (d' the 
Council for the purpose of discussing:- a definite iiiattei- of ui^ent public 
inqiortance mu-'t be asked for after (picstioiis and befoie the list of 
business for the day is entered u|)on.'' 

The rule says, “ an adiouriiiiient of the business of the Coum-il,” 
not “ an adjournment of the House.” The “ adjoui niiienf (d the House ’’ 
is an expression used in other Legislative A.ssembly, luit that is not 
the rule here. My point i^ that simply because a date has been fixed 
for meetiii" to-morrow, the motion foi an adjourniiieiit of the busine^^ 
■of the Council cannot lie discussed to-morrow. 

,*5- * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I quite understand your point; hut you will 
\3‘emember that I created a luecedeiit, in this House, some time a^o 
when Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, or Maulvi Abul Ka.'tem, I do not now exactly 
remember who it was, moved a motion for adjournment, to discuss the 
Zulkati situation, by putting o£F the motion to be discussed on a subse- 
quent day, as it did not appear to me that such a po.stponement would 
be prejudicial to the cause itself. It will produce the intended effect 

10 
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whenever carried. Members on this side of the House cannot forge 
that they gave me a definite undertaking that the present motio] 
would be brought to-moriow. Members cannot deny that a specia 
request was made to me to give my written consent to-day, althoug] 
the matter would be discussed to-morrow. I granted compliance ti 
that request in good faith, and it is, I think, not proper for you t 
raise a point of order only to create difficulty. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I am lony to put you ii 

any difficulty, but the rules are there, and that is how I have interpretet 
them. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is leally no conclusion — an hour means i 
day and a day means an houi. I fix to-moriow for the discussion o; 
this matter. That is my ruling. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I am partially responsibh 
for fixing t(»-mon(jw for thi'^ discussion. I may say there is really m 
substance 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it a persomd explanation, or a point o 
ordei ? AVhat are you responsible for? You have done no wrong and 
peihaps, thcie is no need for you to give any exjdanation. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (lu a point of order, Sir, 1 
may say that theie is no substance in the objection. The expressioi 
“ adjournment of the business of the Council " is a iiiei’e form of word^ 
for “ an adjournment of the House " dimply to raise a discusstion. Con 
sequently, you would be perfectly justified in allowing an adjournmeni 
of the House in order to permit this discussion to-morrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou are very reasonable indeed. 

4-30 p.m. 


Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest). 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I was referring 
yesterday to the fact that we were going to have our Committee whicl 
would assist the Commission in its labours, nat because it is a questioi 
of co-operation witl^ the Commission or non-co-operation with the Coni' 
mission, but because it is a machinery set up by Parliament, and mj 
friends will not deny that it is a machinery acknowledged by all sec 
tions and all parties in this country. Mr. Guha referred to a question 
to-day, which might very well be brought before the Simon Commission. 
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There is whisper abroad that it is the earnest desire of everybody in 
authority to revive the Grand Trunk Canal Project, in sj)ite of the very 
definite declaration in thi^ House io the contrary. Sir, it must be 
admitted that Parliament set up the pieseiit constitution, and that 
constitution has been accepted, whether satisfactcny or not; therefore, 
I and every member of the House, whether belonjrin^’ to the co-operating 
01 non-co-operating side of the House, have come here to work it. I 
have no quarrel with the Swarajist views; thev belong- to 
a school of thought in this country who think that tlicy can 
achieve much progress by simply putting piessuie on Government and 
followu’ng a path of obstruction, w'itlnmt accepting office. AVi* only 
hope that they will not ([uestioii our action when, in the circumstances; 
we take advantage of the present constitution and woik it as well as we 
can, so that we may obtain something lh‘tt(‘i in the inieiests of our 
country. Take the case of the water-sup]»ly. Suppose the Minister 
r'ays he is giving so much money for the watei-sujiply. Is it open t<i 
Us to reject it, simply becau'>e we do not accaqit the piosonnel of the 
Ministry? Sir, erne word I must say. I do not agiee with my fiieiid 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Kkiamul Hmj who says, it would not have been 
possible to find one man to be a projiei lepresentat ive ol all sfiades of 
opinion in this' country to sit on tlie Simon ('ommission. I do not 
agree wdth him that full selt-govenment can only be achievc'd after all 
our conflicts of interests hav(‘ been settleil. Kvery free (‘ouiitiy has 
its conflicting inteiests. ]fut with all tin’s jnid in spite oi the very 
unsatisfactoiy nature of the Simon (kimmisv’-iou, ond in spite oi the 
greatest wrong that has been done to India, I still think that this is ji 
machinei'y w'hich may do a ceitain amount of gcKid to this (‘ountry. 

I have one more word to say : My friends want that India should 
be a free country; let them leave aside all passions and all jirejudices, 
and consider whether this is possible till they permit the fullest freedom 
-of political views in the country, and I do hojie that they will realise 
that it is in the best inteiests of the country to allow ev(‘iy man freedom 
of his political views. It is (juite easy to attribute motives, but it is 
best to take things in the pioper spirit. I will not take mu(di moie 
time, but I would only say this much, that those who have decided to 
co-operate with the Coniniission have done it in the hope that this will 
mean a little more progress of the countiy, an advancement of the 
constitution, and the betterment of the conditions in whicdi wi* ai'e 
living, I only hope that the Swarajists rejiresentatives on the other 
side of the House will be convinced that it is not consistent on their 
part, when they have come to w'ork an equally unsatisfactory constitu- 
tion, to condemn people who want to work up another machinery set 
up by Parliament, bow'ever unsatisfactory that institution may be. 

[At 445 p.m. the Council was adjourned and it re-assembled at 
4-55 p.m.] 
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Bibu 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I refuse to coK)perat( 
with the Simon Commission, and so I do oppose the formation of tht 
proposed Committee. I want absolute independence for my country 
and nothing .shoi*t of independence will satisfy me. My hopes ma) 
not be realised in my life time, nay in hundreds of years to come, stil 
I will say that nothing short of independence will satisfy me. I d( 
not want any form of Government under the British control. N( 
amount of verbal jugglery shall convince me as to the worth of anj 
system of Government in this country, except iself-government. Bj 
self-government I mean the Government of India by the Indians them 
selves and Government absolutely responsible to the Indians and tc 
none else. This is my motherland, my native home, my dearest thin^ 
on earth — I shall not tolerate anybody else to dominate over it. 1 
may be t(M) weak to-day to i-emove my claims, I may be only dreaming 
the vision of my emancipation, yet I would not like to be molested 
and exploited by the foreigners. People may say that T am a fool and 
am talking of visionary things, but I would latlier be such a fool than 
be wise and accept the foreign yoke. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: On a imint ot ordei . Rii, may I 
point out that the Hon’ble Membei in charge ot the lesolution is not 
present here? 

Mfi PRESIDENT: That does not matter. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: I trust a day will come when 
my vision will be realised. And that day I hope is not very far. 
Some obstacles seem to stand in the way of our salvation, but I think 
they are not realh so. There is a view that the Indians <hall not 
attain independence unless and until there is Hindu-Moslem unity. I 
^ay with emphasis that it is a borrowed view' — borrow'ed from the 
Britishers who ])ut up this view as an excuse foi' posing themselves 
as the arbiters and guardians of our destinies. They say, the Indian's 
are not fit f(»r self-government, because the Hindu and Moslem quarrel 
wuth each other, and there shall be chaos in the countiy if they are 
let alone. I refuse to accejd the proposition. I do not believe that 
our Swaraj depends on Hindu-Moslem unity. I understand that Hindn- 
Moslem unity may be an effect of Swaraj, but not necessarily its cause. 
Swaraj will not be attained by the Hindu and Muhammadan joined 
together by an agreement or pact. An agreement contracted before- 
hand as to the participation of the fruits of independence cannot, 
inspire one to isacriTlce one’s life in the battle for freedom. There can 
be no pact for sacrifice. It is only those people who are ready to make 
unconditional sacrifices of anything and everything dear to them that 
will attain Swaraj. Swaraj will be attained by those patriots of the 
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country who are determined to win it at any sacrifice. It can only be 
attained by those who feel their live.s unbeaiable without Swaraj.. 
Swaraj will be attained by those alone who realise that India is their 
dearM motherland and she >hall be lived ol bondage at any cost. 
Amongst the fi-hteis of Swaraj there shall be no d.stim^tion (.'l caste 
or reh^»ion. They shall be the only fin-hteis ot the battle wh(» will 
cimsider the emancijiation of their motherland as the bi^bcst religion 
higher than Hinduism and Islam. And it will be the attaints of 
Swaraj who will unite with one another, irrespective of ca.^te oi creed. 
They will love one another and unite tor eternitv. So 1 say that the 
unity will be the eflei-t of attainment of Swaraj, but ina\ not be its 

cause. So I would ash my Jlritish friemis to be disilluHoned of the 

idea that India will remain a subject-countiy as loni-- as tliciv is (luaiiel 
between the Hindus and Muhammadan,^. And I would ask m\ Indian 
friends to realise that such ({uarrel shall not cease to exist as b.ng as 
there is the third party to tomcnt it. I do not blame the third paity 
for fomenting the (|uanel, because they have to do it toi then veiy 
existence. But what I mean to say is that r^uch (piaiicls shall be 
ignored by the true fighters foi Swaraj. The peojde win, ])ick up the 
(piarrel to satisty their selfish tuids shall be legarded as tiaitors to the 
country and enlisted in the list ot enemie.^ along with the fon'igners 

who want to kee|» us in eternal subjugation bv biute toicc, and right 

shall be given against them all. That being so, the argument that the 
Indians are not fit for Swaraj owing to communal (|uaire]s falls to the 
ground. 

There is another argument put for^^ald against oui <-laim for 
indejiendence, and it is this, that we are not fit to protect ouj country 
from foreign aggiession. It does not befit the Bntishers oi their 
allies to say so. It is a di.sgrace that aftei a lule foi moie than 150 
years, the natives ol India are fai* tiom being fit to laise arms and 
fight a battle — depiived of all the arms they had in theii ])ossesMon 
and turned out absolutely hel])le,ss at the meic\ of the Britisheis. 
Have they not got evidence in the last (iieat AVar ^^hcthel the Indian 
Army can give theii- lives in a battled If they could sacrifice their 
lives to save the Britishers, they can saciifjce them loi theii own dear 
country. The only thing ie(juired is — the Britishers should clear off 
and the Indians /should be given free hand t<» figh^ theii own battle 
for freedom. 

For the.se reasons and others, Sii, I say that the arguments against 
our fitnes.s for Swaraj have no force, and we must not be subjected to 
an examination as to our fitnes,^ for the same. AVe shall earn it to-day 
or to-rnoiTow, and iifit beg of it by iIohCs or steps fiom an alien j)f,wer» 
and satisfy ourselves with a fTovernment the constitution of which 
will be drafted by a body of foreigners whose pfditical existence in 
India depends on our political extinction and vice verm. 
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Now a question may arise as has been raised by some of my hon’ble 
friends — Wkat should we do till self-government is achieved? I 
should say that physically, living on earth we shall have to put up 
with the existing Oovemment, though against our will, but we shall 
not consent to the alien Goveniment being imposed on us. Our work 
^dll be to make preparations for the attainment of Swaraj and nothing 
J)ut Swaraj. I must not look aside for this windfall or that which 
may come to me by the grace of the alien power. I shall always 
^cherish the spirit of non-co-operation as long as I shall be kept in 
subjugation. And I would ask all self-respecting Indian membei's of 
this House — l>e they Hindus, be they Muhammadans, be they Christians 
— to cherish that sjiirit of non-co-operation and signify their aversion 
to the existing system of (xovernment or any other form of Government 
under the British control, by refuising to co-operate with the Simon 
Commission. 

With these words I oppose the resolution and all the amendments, 
except of course the amendments Nos. 4-7 which I understand as 
motions for opposition. 

Maharaja SHASHI KANTA ACHARJYA CHAUDHURI, of 
Muktagacha, Mymensingh: Sii, while I am prej)ared to oppose an 
adjournment of the present resolution, and support the appointment of 
a committee, I hope to get an assurance that some lepresentative 
Indians will be appointed as members of the Statutory Commission. 

1 deisire to point out that it is not possible for a Committee of this 
House to enjoy the same status and powers as the members of the 
StatutoiT Commission, except as regards the proceduie of examination 
of witnesses and documents. Firstly, there wdll be an inevitable 
inequality, because the Statutory Commission owes its existence to a 
Royal Warrant, and any Committee of this House cannot claim that 
status. Secondly, the functions of the Committee will be confined to 
queistions affecting Bengal. Thirdly, the Committee will have no voice 
in determining the recommendations of the Royal Commission, the 
functions of the Committee being advisory. I am perfectly aware that 
it is not comj>etent for the Government of Bengal, or even the Govern- 
ment of India, to change the constitution of the Royal Commission. 
But I am ready to vote with Government, if at any rate they are 
prepared to make a recommendation to the proper authorities to get 
Indians included among members of the Commission. If the constitu- 
tion of the Royal Commission is thus expanded, it will be the duty of 
the Committee o^ this House to assist it on all questionjs affecting 
Bengal. 

Mauivi LATAFAT HUSSAIN: As a repre sentative of labour, I 
must op]H)se any motion that denies labour an oppoitunity to urge its 
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importance in the future constitution ot our motherland. The indus- 
trial position of India and its rapid gTowth in recent yean> is indeed 
wonderful from a lalwHir point of view. There are something like 
25 lakhs of workers employed in factories, S lakhs in tea and coffee 
plantations, lakhs in mine>, 2 lakhs in railways, A lakh in inland 
and marine steamers, 1 lakh in printing j)re'ses and a]H)ut U lakhs in 
Municipalities and the lh)rt Trust. These figures give a total of 40 
lakhs or 4 millions, and do not hy any mean> exhaust non-agiicultural 
labour. Bengal alone with its jute mills and jute presses, tea gardens, 
coal mines, railways, printing presses. Municipalities and Ports, 
account for at least 15 lakhs. The question of commumiliisin does not 
affect them. They comprise males, females, and children. They 
include HiiidiLs, Moslems, Cliiistians and Sikhs; in fact, members of all 
communities of India. 

Our problems, as well as the prohlem.s of agricultural workers, 
which include the depressed classes, are the problems ot the Indian 
nation. We must, therefore, in spite of our backwardues.s, have a 
definite share in the future administration of the country. I{e(*ent 
events go to prove that we (‘annot tiaisf our destiny in the hands of 
this or that political paity. In fact, we have been used as meie J)awn^ 
in the chests-boai'ds of these j)arties, wIkj played the ganie^ for tlndr 
own jK)litical gains. 1 can cite a dozen instances in sujiport of my 
statement. Tlie All-India Trade T^nion (5uigiess, at its ('awnpnie 
sitting in Novenduu* last, passed a res<dution foi boyc'otting the Simon 
Commission at the bidding of certain politicians, who had m^ business 
whatsoever to poke their nose into our humble affairs. Nearly 99 ])er 
cent, of our men know nothing of Simon or flic ('ommission, and yet 
the so-called delegates went to (jeneva and thence to London at (iov- 
ernmeiit expense to voice the dumb millions and (leate notoriety in 
the name of Indian labour by walking out ot the Commonwealth Labour 
Conference as a protest against things on behalf of laboiii. This i> 
impudence and imposture. We aie told by ou? political Babus, that 
by boycott we prove our fitne^s for Home Pule, and that if only we 
can maintain the boycott for a few imue months, we shall secure 
Dominion status, if immediate grant of Home Rule will bring 
millineum to the poor working classes. Bv Balms. I mean our educated 
leaders. Recent events decidedly disprove that the^e leaders are real 
friends of labour. The (^ib iitta .scavengers struck work last March foi 
increment. They were deliberately promised a rise of Rs. 2 a month 
by one set of these Babus, and they resumed on their promise. Nearly 
4 months passed, nothing wa.s done by another set of Babus, and the 
scavengers stopped work again ; and a third set of Babus pressed a 
compromise. A Baliu suddenly appeared in Lillooah and advised the 
railway workers to ntop work and promised all sorts of things, if thev 
could hold out a few days. The poor w’oikeis having faith in ilie 
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Babu’s promise held out for a few days, but nothinf^ was forthcoming 
and the Babu urged for patience. Days passed into weeks, weeks into 
months, and starvation and misery followed in the end. After 4 solid 
months of extreme privation, the Babu advised them to sunender 
unconditionally. Therefore our salvation, I mean the salvation of 
labour, does not lie in the hands of this or that set of political Babus. 
If such disgraceful things happen in the premier (vorporation of India 
under the control of the finest brains and ])atriots of Bengal, I do not 
think, the political parties, who would handle the futuie Dominion of 
Brit ish or Fnited States of India and Burma, as conceived by a Biindit 
of the United Provinces, w(»uld care a brass button foi' the toiling 
millions whom T have the privilege to re])resent in thU Council, I 
have Jilieady said that the woikeis must have a share in the futuie 
administration ot the country, so that all legislations toi beltei housing, 
for minimum wages, foi light tyj)e of Primal y education, for old age 
pension and emj)loyment insurance and similar measures sodii liecome 
the laws of the land. This would be jjossible if and when labour is 
adeijuately represented in the future legislatures of the country. We 
must, therefoie, put our case as eflcM-tively as we can before the Com- 
mUsion. T am glad that this (\)minisNi()ii includes members of the 
British Laboui Party in which Indian workers have confidence. I 
have jiersonally associated with several Jaibour members of Pailiament, 
c.//., Messis. Thomas ,Tohnst(ui, Petliick-liawieiice, ^lardy Jones. Oswald 
Mosley, Arthur Ibircell. and others, and I am convinced from iny 
])ersonal contact with them, when they (>ame to Ivankinarvah, that men 
of their type on the Boyal (b)mmi''sion, would do justice to the claims 
of Indian labour for adeipiate repre.>entation in the future Parliament 
of our country. 

5 p.ni. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Mr. Piesident, I beg to support 
the motion for the })ostponement of the resolution .<inf du . The reasons 
are (juite simjile. We have completely lost faith in the honesty, 
sincerity or J)(>un fidrs of the (loveininent and of the English people. 
The repeated betrayaU by the English people of theii professed jnin- 
cijdes, the contempt with which the legitimate public demands and 
votes have always been treated by the (bfvernment and the intense 
propaganda cairied on by a certain section of the Press in England 
against India have wholly disillusioned us. How’ever much you may 
hide your imperialistic motives undei- a moral cloak, you can no longer 
deceive us. The valiant knight, wdioni I do not see in this Hall now — 
I mean Sir A. K. I!5fhiiznavi (a voice — Sir Abdelkerim Ghuznavi) — 
and the valiant semi-knight — I mean the Bai Bahadur from Tessore — 
(I do not know w’hat the respective values of these titles are), to whom 
we listened with mirth and pleasure yesterday, regretted this lack of 
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co-operation. Are there any political babies in the country who (‘annot 
see the game behind the M‘ene> and who will not refuse to be pawns 
in this gained It is a reniaikalde coincidence that less than a week 
ago Dewaii Ch.aman Lall and his part\ who travelle<l all thi.s distance 
w’ith their offer of co-oiieratinn had to withdiaw from the Labour Con- 
ference in utter disgust at the sluimcful tieatinent aceorded t(> them. 
The valiant knight and the semi-knigld ])roc]aiined with great exhulta- 
tion in this HoU'-e that non-eo-opoiation has not ])iought Suaiaj nean*r 
home and that we liave n(>t all beim able to unit(‘. Have* they any 
idea of the hatied and contem])t in whieh they and their Iraternity 
aie held by the peoj)le of the rountiy!'' They aie, ho\\f‘\ei‘, crniteni 
with the loaves and ciuinbv filing at them by this benign biiieaiicracy, 
(kipital is attempted to be ma<h' out <tt the illiteracv of electors and 
the (“ommunal tension. Hut until Swaiaj is estahlished the settlement 
of the coniniiinal problem or a satisfactojy "olution of the jnoblem of 
illiteiacy is impossible, owing to the existenci' of a thiid jiarty in the 
country, who always li(‘ in ambush, and do«*s all that lies in thmi jiower 
to accentuate this tension or this illiteia(‘\. India, vvhich Iuiin now 
awakened, is still jirejiared to achie\e Swaraj bv th(‘ hcl]) and guidance 
of England, if England so wills in sinceiity. Th(> demand for u 
Hound Table Confeience is a legitimate and univeisal demand, but 
England has woefully misunderstood the soul or the mind oi tin* cause- 
of India. If India's faith in the sinceiity of England is to bi* lestoj-iul, 
a bold and courageous jioliiw is neeiled — n(»t jietty-fogging amendments 
and tinkering in proceduie. Tin* p(*(»j)]e of this oountiy must lx* given 
a I’cal shaie in the foiniation of the coni'«titution. The leceiit decision 
of the Simon Commission may placate and jilease the /o In/luins, but 
it is hypocrisy to call it equality, and is an affiont to on? intelligence 
and self-iespe(‘t. Erovincial (kmimittees may be given tin* right to be 
present when evidence is taken, but the (juestion ](*main^ — \\ ill they 
have the right to lejioit or make recommendat ions y The (toverriim'nt 
is mightily annoyed with the Swaiajists whose disintegration, it is 
said, they are eagerly looking forwaid to, a-- it will gixe the adminis- 
tration a new oi ieiitation. It is ,-.aid that Lord Hiikenhead came to 
the India Office in oidei to recomjuei- India So long as this stafi* of 
things continues, so long as we do not fiinl a leal change of heait, w'p 
must wash our hands off the whole business. ;»nd refu,'>e tf> have any- 
thing to do with the Coinmisvion. AVe cannot i*e a paity to what 
might put the haltei moie tight jound oui neck. 

Mr. RANJIT PAL CHOUDHURI: Sii, T .Iccm It iui honmii for 
havinji' lieou aliie to a^^oriate lox-oll ilo* deliborotioii^' of this 

House. 

After so many forcible speeches pointing out the absolute worthless- 
ness of the proposal of co-operation wuth the monstrous scheme for 
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perpetuating our l)ondage, it would be sheer audacity on my part to 
try to add any further arguments detailing the absurdities of the 
<iemand made on behalf of the Government put in the names of the 
representatives of this province. But, Sir, in asking your permission 
to be allowed to put in a few words in this connection, I beg to bring 
before this Council the fact that to my constituency has fallen the 
^ood fortune of being allowed to declare publicly the popular feeling 
that exists in the country about the Simon Commission, as since this 
proposal was brought before the Council, my constituency is the only 
one which had the opportunity of fighting on this single question — 
and by the proportion of the strength of the constituency — by which 
the rival candidate — who happened to be the chosen representative 
of the official party in favour of the Commission — has been defeated. 
The proportion which is by this time well known to the whole of 
India is six to one. Such a crushing defeat can only be explained 
in one way, which represents the popular feeling in the province. 
And if the Government was an honest one afier such a defeat in the 
most cultured constituency of the Presidency Division, the whole 
Council should have been dissolved to fight out the principle through- 
out the province, if the Govenunent was leally desirous to ascertain 
the real feeling of the country — instead of bringing it before this 
trumped up Council — where the pojmlar representatives have to be 
eaddled with the Government servants — and, who are worse, the 
nominees of these servants. 

I need not remind the C(*uncil. Sir, of Woodrow WiltJon’s fourteen 
points. We all thought that the doctrine of self-determination for 
India, which was one of the cardinal points on agreeing to which the 
British Government could secure the help of the Fnited vStates of 
America in saving their Kmpire from impending ruin, could never 
be violated even by the nation whom Najmleon styled as perfidious. 

Let us gather courage to tell the Commission and their agents in 
India, the Imperial and the Provincial Governments, that if the Com- 
mission should be able to impose its will on India, we will at least 
have the courage to refuse to be a party to it. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: I agree witli my friend, the member from 
Dina j pur, when he says that the question (d the miserable condition 
of the cultivators in the distressed arejis is of far greater importance 
and a matter of much more concern that the present constitutional 
question. But my agreement does not go furthei-. I cannot see any 
cogent reason that because there is a condition of distress in the 
countiT — and hei*e I acknowledge that you have been pleased to give 
us an opportunity to discuss the matter — we should refuse to co-operate 
with the Statutory Commission. My friend, Babu Naliniranjan 
Sarker, has moved that the consideration of the question be postponed 
4?iVj.r (Ii€f which according to Parliamentary convention means that the 
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proposal be rejected, (hie of the main arguments raised in this ques- 
tion, is that we cannot co-operate with this Commission, because our 
right of self-determination has not been acceded to. I certainly 
appreciate that feeling; liut I would remind my friends that this 
Commission is the oft'spring, if I may say so, of an A(‘t of Parliament. 
It had to be formed under the pix)visions of the Act. Tf there is a 
quarrel, it should be with that Act of Parliament, and not witli the 
Commission or its personnel. Sir, the (Government of India Act of 
1919 is in force, and our presence in this (Miamber as members of 
Council shows that we have accepted that Act and that we are working 
it. 

5-15 p.m. 

If we accept one portion of the Act, we are bound to ac'cept the 
other portion of the Act as well. Sir, the Act itself does not recognise 
the right of self-deteiniination. It lay^ down that Ibirliainent will 
from time to time determine to what extent self-government is to be 
given. If that is so, our procedure should have nothing to do with 
the Act itself. But, Sir, to be here as Members of the (^ouncil and 
to say that we will not allow another ])rovision of the Act to opeiate 
is absurd. A ([uestion has been asked — A\ould you like the (Govern- 
ment of India Act to continue without modification and without 
amendment y If you want it to be modified, what is the ])roceduie 
\ou would follow? A\ ould you like to have an en(|uir\ made into 
the Act by the (.^OTnnii''>ion appointed by Parliament. Another aigu- 
rnent which has been advanced and which 1 appreciate fully is that 
there is no Indians included in the personnel of th(‘ (hmnnission. That 
has been one of the argument'* laised. Sir, 1 think tliat this objection 
is more or less of a sentimental cliaiacter. \\ hat would we have gained 
if one or two Indians had been included in the (hnninission — Indians 
nominated by His Majesty’s (jovernment on the recommendation of 
the Government of India? Sir, P<»val Commissions were apjioint- 
ed before with Indian members in them — tlie Taxation (Vunmission, 
the Currency CommiNsion, the Agricultural (amimission and. above 
all, the Public Services CommisNion. Did this ('ommission enjoy the 
confidence of the people? Were there not howls laised against the 
con>titution of these ^ommi^sion''? Tf so, what guarantee is there 
that if a few^ Indians were included in this Comuii'^sion, selected and 
chosen by the Goveinment of India, it would have served our jmrjirise 
any better? I think, Sir, that the methods nf>w adojited for all practi- 
cal purposes aie metlnjds suited to the lealisation of Indian aspiiation. 
Another question has been raised by my friend on my right that the 
Indian wing of the Statutoiy (Commission will lieai evidence, examine 
documents, but will have no power to make recommendation^, and 
that there will be two reports — one by the Indian section ami the 
other by the European section. But, Sir, that is a different niatiei. 
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It does not matter who will report, w^ho will decide, or w’ho will frame 
and pass the Act. The Act, in any case, will have to he passed in 
the Parliament of the House of (Vmimons and the House of Lords. 
Does the British Legislature contain a sufficient number of Indians 
to inspiie confidence in us!" If you deny the British Parliament the 
light of determining the constitution suitable for India, the method 
to be adopted is not the lioycott of the Simon Commission. Self- 
govei-n merit may be by evolution. If you concede the right of Parlia- 
ment, you must at the same time give Pailiament every opportunity 
of hearing you. Sir, it is not the personnel of the Royal Commission 
that counts, but the jieisonality of ihe membeis that would count 
very much. 

Long ago tlieie was anothei- Ro\al Commission with two Indian 
memlieis — the liest that we could produ<‘e in the land. I mean the 
Public Services Commission, (hie oi them did not live to see the 
report or take pait in the decision, owing to his pieniature death, 
wliich has been an irreparable loss to the nation and wdiich is still 
dejdored. Fortunately, the other member remains to sign a minute of 
dissent which has now become an histone d(K*unient. Fnloituiiately, 
Sir, w’e have not iiad the oppoit unity ol utilising his services as a 
membei' of this ('ommission, for hi.s ‘•eivice^ w’ould liave benefited the 
people at large. He would have been able to hold his own against 
any set of people. But we aie not talking alxmt the personnel of the 
(Vmimissioii. We have been told that it is our right to exercise self- 
determination. That is all very good. But who biought the third 
party here to determine foi usr' Talking of the third party, 
I should like to s;iy that they came to India at the invita- 
tion of the fieople of Bengal to rule over them. It does not matter 
whether it was at the invitation ot Hiizatter or Rajballav that they 
came. I say that tliey came here at the invitation of the people of 
Bengal, and, as a consecjuence, they have made them^-elves rulers of 
the otlier jiarts of India. After this, (hies it lie in the mouth of a 
Bengali to say that he has a light ot seli-detei mi nation. The history 
of India from the very beginning liehe^ the Asseition. The Biitish 
people weie invited by us, and may I also ask who invited Muhammad 
(Hiory, Babai- and Humayun to Indian 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kasem . I am afraid you are quite irrele- 
vant. Please confine Amirself to the amendment. 


Mauivi ABUL KAjEM: Sir, what I say is this: W^e have got to 
place our case before Parliament, and it has m^w been conceded to us 
that members of our Committee will be given the pow’er to examine 
all documents placed before the Commission, and if we have the 
ability and the qualifications to do our dutv, we could render great 
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S6rvic5es to the land. I have heard a good deal of ai'gunient about the 
uselessness of co-operation. But 1 have not heard a single word about 
the alternative pi-oposal gain self-government. It is no use, it will 
serve no practical or useful purpose to use high-sounding words or 
ape the European statesmen. Sir, I think it will lead nowhere, if 
we follow the policy of refusing it to co-opeiate with the Simon Com- 
mission. What will be the result? The Commission will have to 
report, with or without your assistance. The Parliament will pass the 
Act, with or without your opinions being taken. You are (juite wel- 
come to hold your opinions. Sir, it has been said in this House that 
those who support the ( ommission have nnole themselves the objei’t 
of hatred and contemjd in the country. But, Sir, that is a matter of 
opinion, and nobody has any right to say so. The same may be said 
of my friends who oppo>e the Commission. Sir, we have i)een tolil 
that we ought to wait till the result ol the All.Part\ Conference is 
publi.shed. I submit tliat the decision of the All-Party Conference 
when it is published will have that resj)ecttul and caivtul considera- 
tion not only from tiie members ot the Commission, but also fiom the 
Members of Parliament which it <‘ertainl\ deserves. But that is no 
reason for postponing tlic tormation (d‘ a (V)mmiitec ol this kmd. It 
is going to submit its leport long after the publication «d the dei-ision 
■of the All-ihirty Conleience, and it will ha\e amjile time to coiisidei 
it. Sir, I do not like to take up naoc (d \oui time, Imt I will onl\ 
«ay this, that in the absence of anv alternative ])io]»osal. 1 think it 
will be a fatal and suicidal ])olic\ if the members of the House lefuse 
to accept the lesolution of tlu‘ (nn einmeiit. 

Babu 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN SANYAL: M\ constituency 
desires me to opjiose the motion of the Hon’ble A'awab Baliadiii (d 
Dhanbari. I do so with mixed feelings of legret and pleasui e—i egret 
because an acute difference should have arisen on such a vital mattei 
between the (Tovei’iimeiit and the populai representatives; pleasuie 
because of the fact that the Indian ()f all shades id ofiinion aie united 
to-day in demonstrating that they are all Indians fiist and Jfindus oi 
Musalmans afterwards, that they aie jirepaied to stand togetliei in 
defence of their national sclf-jesj>ect and juestige. 

My main reason why I oppose the motion of the Hon’ble ^^•lv^'al) 
Bahadur and want to boycott the Simon Commis-ion is that Indians 
have been deliberately excluded fiom the sacred circle of this Commis- 
sion. For excluding Indians from the Commission, Loi’d Birkenhead 
has sought firstly to shelter behind the constitutional position that 
the framers of the Government of India Act, under which this 
Commission has l>een con.stituted, contemplated the appointment of a 
purely Parliamentary Commission. But as far as I am aware, so fai 
as this constitutional argnment is concerned, none ever heard of it 
until Lord Birkenhead uttered this before the House of Lords. But 
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speaking for myself, I fail to see that there is anything in the language 
of section 84A of the Government of India Act of 1919 to warrant 
the conclusion that the membership of the Commission should be 
confined — wholly and entirely — to members of the Parliament. 

The next ground on which His Lordship maintains his principle of 
exclusion is tliat the responsibility in the matter of this kind of statutory 
investigation is with Parliament and it cannot, therefore, repudiate its 
duties and responsibilities in this matter. But T like to point out that 
the exclusion of Indians cannot be justified even on the plea of Parlia- 
ment’s exclusive resposibility. This i> not only highly arbitrary’ and 
grossly unfair to the inherent rights of the people of India, hut that it 
is an arrogant asseilion of British imiierialisin and an absolute negation 
of India’s right to take a prominent j)art and assist materially in fram- 
ing her owTi constitution. 

The next ground is that Indians had to be excluded, jis they are 
bound to be biassed in favour M their claim to self-government. This, 

[ am inclined to say, is an unworthy suggestion. 

Finally, Lord Birkenhead’s argument is that Indians are at the 
present moment so badly torn by dissensions and differences and that 
there is a large mass of illiteracy in India which make it impossible to 
put on the Commission the representatives of all interests. This 
sup}>osed impossibility is Avholly absurd and unreal. India at the 
j)resent moment is not bankiaipt of men of great i)atriotism holding 
(hitholic views. (hie can easily name many Hindus enjoying the 
implicit confidence of their Muhammadan countrymen, and similaily 
one can easily name a number of Muhammadan leaders enjoying the 
fullest confidence of their Hindu brethren. It is also very significant 
that the interests of the mass of illiterates, who have been allowed to 
remain so during the enlightened British administration lasting over 
150 years, are to-day pressed into service to establish the impossibility 
of nominating Indians on the Commission. 

Sir, it is then argued that we are being given some thing better 
than membership of the Commission by way of Committees at the 
Central and Provimual Legislatures to get into touch with the Com- 
mission and, later on, with Joint Parliamentaiy Committees. But the 
position of the members of these Legislative Committees is that of mere 
petitioners. They are to place tlieir juoposals before the Commission, 
the Assembly, or at AVhitehall. The Indian Report may also be 
published as an Appendix to the main Report. And there is no doubt 
that this Appendix will duly be consigned to the waste paper basket 
like the Minority Report of the Muddiman Committee. Thus, the 
members of these Committees have no right in any matter, — they would 
be before the Commission to plead, to pei-suade, and then to withdraw. 
Yet we are told that these members of the Committee would be 
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S6rvic5es to the land. I have heard a good deal of ai'gunient about the 
uselessness of co-operation. But 1 have not heard a single word about 
the alternative pi-oposal gain self-government. It is no use, it will 
serve no practical or useful purpose to use high-sounding words or 
ape the European statesmen. Sir, I think it will lead nowhere, if 
we follow the policy of refusing it to co-opeiate with the Simon Com- 
mission. What will be the result? The Commission will have to 
report, with or without your assistance. The Parliament will pass the 
Act, with or without your opinions being taken. You are (juite wel- 
come to hold your opinions. Sir, it has been said in this House that 
those who support the ( ommission have nnole themselves the objei’t 
of hatred and contemjd in the country. But, Sir, that is a matter of 
opinion, and nobody has any right to say so. The same may be said 
of my friends who oppo>e the Commission. Sir, we have i)een tolil 
that we ought to wait till the result ol the All.Part\ Conference is 
publi.shed. I submit tliat the decision of the All-Party Conference 
when it is published will have that resj)ecttul and caivtul considera- 
tion not only from tiie members ot the Commission, but also fiom the 
Members of Parliament which it <‘ertainl\ deserves. But that is no 
reason for postponing tlic tormation (d‘ a (V)mmiitec ol this kmd. It 
is going to submit its leport long after the publication «d the dei-ision 
■of the All-ihirty Conleience, and it will ha\e amjile time to coiisidei 
it. Sir, I do not like to take up naoc (d \oui time, Imt I will onl\ 
«ay this, that in the absence of anv alternative ])io]»osal. 1 think it 
will be a fatal and suicidal ])olic\ if the members of the House lefuse 
to accept the lesolution of tlu‘ (nn einmeiit. 

Babu 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN SANYAL: M\ constituency 
desires me to opjiose the motion of the Hon’ble A'awab Baliadiii (d 
Dhanbari. I do so with mixed feelings of legret and pleasui e—i egret 
because an acute difference should have arisen on such a vital mattei 
between the (Tovei’iimeiit and the populai representatives; pleasuie 
because of the fact that the Indian ()f all shades id ofiinion aie united 
to-day in demonstrating that they are all Indians fiist and Jfindus oi 
Musalmans afterwards, that they aie jirepaied to stand togetliei in 
defence of their national sclf-jesj>ect and juestige. 

My main reason why I oppose the motion of the Hon’ble ^^•lv^'al) 
Bahadur and want to boycott the Simon Commis-ion is that Indians 
have been deliberately excluded fiom the sacred circle of this Commis- 
sion. For excluding Indians from the Commission, Loi’d Birkenhead 
has sought firstly to shelter behind the constitutional position that 
the framers of the Government of India Act, under which this 
Commission has l>een con.stituted, contemplated the appointment of a 
purely Parliamentary Commission. But as far as I am aware, so fai 
as this constitutional argnment is concerned, none ever heard of it 
until Lord Birkenhead uttered this before the House of Lords. But 
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right to determine our constitution. Sir, we are a practical people. We 
appreciate the fact that all theories of State and all political philosophy 
is subject to limitations in their practical application. In theory it may 
l)e true that a nation has the right to determine the form of its consti- 
tution, but what is the position of India to-day? I need not dwell on 
this point, for it has been dealt with by previous speakers. But what 
to us is abundantly clear is that there is no disputing the point that 
England governs India to-duy and the fact ihat England has been 
governing India and continues to govern India is a clear proof that 
India is satisfied with the existing constitution, and I submit that if in 
■a vast country like India the Indian nation refused to accept British 
rule, it could not be ruled. If ihat be not the case, then I say that 
India believes the existing order, notwithstanding its defects, is better 
than anything that can take its jdace at the piesent moment. It follows 
that the British Pailiament has the right to determine the form of the 
Indian constitution until the Indian nation withdraws its consent. It 

is, therefore, our clear duty tt) assist the British Parliament to frame 
this constitution in the pr(4)er manner and, it ])ossil)le, to frame it in a 
manner whicdi will be ac(*e])table to the Indian people. If we are to do 
that, I feel that the only couise oj)en is to a^sist this Commission which 
has been sent out to get as mindi mateiial a^ is ])o>sible and to sift tlie 
eviden<-e. My fi’iends on the other side of the House w’eie at fiisf 
opposed to entering this Council, and they took lecourse to boycotting 

it, but now’ they have evidently found that the national cause w’ould be 
best served if they came to the Council, and that is w’hy they are here 
to-day, and there is absolutely no doubt that they have biought many 

ill the administration to the notice of (jovernnient which help 
the people in authority to rectify them. They came to this Council to 
non-co-o])erate, and they have been very consistent in theii jninciples, 
inid thev are similarly opjiosed to the formation of a Committee of this 
House to assist the Simon Commission. Sir, ojiposition is a very healthy 
thing; it brings out defeids and also leads to an appi-eciation of facts 
and figures. But w’hy could they not go on the Simon Commission w’ith 
the object of forcing them to give as laige a measui’e of self-government 
to India and so get as much as is possible for them to secure? That 
fihould be the (d)ject of eveiy Indian who has the real interests of the 
country at heart. We have a lot of criticism to-day about going before 
the Commission and the forming of a Committee, but we have not been 
told of the advantages that India is going to get if she does not co- 
operate. We have also not had any single argument adduced in favour 
of staying away from it. Another argument that I have heard is that 
England will not give you anything of her own accord. It is then 
clear that you must wrest it by force ; the question then arises — Have 
you the force to wrest it? If you have not, there is no use talking 
•about it. The next point is — If you have the force, would you be 
justified in using it to disestablish this Government? 
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I say it is a very sound political principle, and it is accepted, I 
think, by most sound thinkers that a revolution or a chang'e of Govern- 
ment is not justified if it entailed so inordinate a distuibance that the 
people suffered greater harin troni the consecpiences of the disturbances 
than from the tyranny. What would be the position of India to-day if 
you actually displaced this British powers What has India to-day to 
substitute in its j)lacey These questions seem t{) me practical propo- 
sitions. Propositions like these we considered when we came to our 
determination to g-ive the tallest co-operation to the Statutory Com- 
mission. 

Another aigument advanced i> that it is necessary to wait until we 
have gone back to our {‘onstitiieiicies and ascertained their opinion on the 
subject. Have not we had enough time for that!^ I have a mandate 
from the people I represent. I re<’eived not only a mandate from my 
people in Bengal but also from all over India. We called a Conference 
and were able to ascertain their opinion. Other hon’ble members might 
have done the same thing, if they had any doubts. 

Then we are asked to wait until the Council formulates a scheme. 
When does the (Vmncil j)ropose commemdng to toiniulate a sidieme!^ 
It has tjikeii S years to think about the scdieme, and yet no step has been 
taken. Surely, these arguments have not been put torwai'd sto ioiisly : 
they are merely dilatory motions. We cainiot wait foi’ these thiiJgs to 
materialise. The Commission will be with us in about two or three 
months, yet we are asked to wait until India has foimulated a constitu- 
tion. AVhen is thi-' constitution going t<> be foimulated The Reforms 
have been for about 8 years with us. Have we aihamed a step forward 
in formulating, a constitution ? 

I think we have had All-Parties’ (^inferences before^ and the result 
of them all was anything but satisfactory. I cannot say how the last 
one has proceeded. I have no doubt that the All-Parties’ (’onferen(‘e 
will be given all the respect it deserves. All its recommendations, I am 
positive, will be considered. It represents a very weighty section of 
public opinion, but T cannot see at all what use boycotting the Cominis- 
sion is going to be to anybody. Therefore, we as a community have 
decided to give the Commission our fullest co-operation. Sir, I support 
the resolution before the House. 

Babll illTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: vSir, T wanted to deal first 
ac^^ording to my light with the Honourable Alhadj Sir Abdelkerim 
Ghuznavi. I hope the reporters will <*arefully note that A}k1v1 has been 
changed into Ahdel with “ e ” and not “ u,” and Karim has been changed 
into Kerim with e ” and not “ a,” as we in our unregenerate days used 
to think, and as our venerable colleagues, Mr. Abdul Karim and Sir 

11 
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Abd-ur-Ilahim, still call themselves. We borrow our fashions from 
Angora, though our politics come from Whitehall, or, perhaps from 
nearer Darjeeling, or nearest Clive Street 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Bannerjee, you should not make these 
remarks. These remarks have nothing to do with the resolution before 
us. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: In any case, I cannot deal 
with him to-day. The first priority is claimed, like many of our mem- 
bers, by my friend Mr. Abul Kasem. Sir, it is good to find Mr. Abul 
Kasem among the angels — I mean among the supporters of the bureau- 
cracy. Twenty years ago, it was not so : Twenty years ago, we reioiced 
to find Mr. Abul Kasem fighting the battle of freedom, but these twenty 
years, as they have whitened his beard like that of myself, have perhaps 
brought wisdom to his mind also. Politics like misery gives us strange 
bed-fellows, and to-day we find Mr. Abul Ka^if^m with strange bed-fellows 
and companions. Sir, one argument that has been used by him has been 
adopted by every blessed body that speaks in support of the Simon Com- 
mission. Whether you support it or not, whether you co-operate with 
it or not, the Simon Commission will finish its business, the Simc.n Com 
mission will submit its report, and Parliament will pass a sta^-ule. We 
all know that — even a child knows that. But I want to put this ques- 
tion, not simply to (Government but to the Kuropean members as well : 
You may hold your Simon Commission, you may submit your report and 
pass your statute, but can you say — do you venture to say — that you 
will hold this British Empire without our help, without our support and 
without our co-operation? Can you do that? Fifty years ago, such 
thoughts might have been ])ossible with a slumbering India, but with 
India awakened and self-conscious, can anybody imagine that the British 
can hold this Empire without our (*o-operation, without our support, 
and without our help? Is your life, is your political existence, worth 
a week’s purchase? You yourselves have said that the Reforms have 
not had a dog's chance. Why? Because the people did not co-operate 
with it, and now that you are going to pass your new statute, now 
that you are going to bring forward your new scheme, do you think 
that it will have a dog’s chance of life, if we hold back our help from the 
sacred arch of constitution, as w'e are bound to do. 

Sir, there is another argument which Mr. Abul Kasem and his friends 
have used. They say the Simon Commission is a Statutory body, as if there 
is something compulsory about the appointment of the Simon Com- 
mission. Sir, when lay men dabble in law, they make great fools of 
themselves. No dolibt, a Commission had to be appointed, but there 
was nothing compulsory about it — the word “ shall ” even will not make 
it compulsory. A shoil; amending Act could have been passed within 
24 hours, and this might have done away with the necessity of having 
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this Conmission. Also, it has b^u said that since you have accepted 
certain parts of the Government of India Act, you must accept every* 
thing. Sir, I do not nnderstand this question of acceptance. . We the 
people of the <‘ountry, we the politically-minded people of the country, 
we who are members of the Congress — we who glory in being members 
of the Congress — have never accepted the Government of India Act. 
W^e have never accepted the Preamble, we have never accepted the pro- 
visions of the Act. The question of acceptance does not arise. Whether 
we approve or disapprove is not the quest ion. We are here because of 
the law and not because we accept the law. How' (‘an you possibly 
prove that we have a(‘c.epted the law ^ The question of acceptance never 
ai'ises and has never ai isen. Mr. Abul Kasem also asked : Suppose, 
iust<‘ad of an all-British Conimission, you had some Indian members 
on it; what would you have uained thereby!'^ Sir, my answer is, that is 
a gratuitous assumption. We never wanted a mixed Commission; we 
have always pies^ed for a Round Table Conference. For myseh. and 
so far as tins is concerned I speak on behalf of’ many people, we w’anted 
not an All-British Commission, but if there w'as to be a Commission at 
all, an All-Indian Commission. And the reason for my demand ’S 
simple. Alter all, the constitution that has got to be framed must be 
our (‘onstitution. The house that we are going to build will )>c th(i 
house in which we are going to live. We do md want a logi(‘aI c<msti- 
tution. AVe do not want arch-angles to draw up a constitution for us. 
AVc want to draw' uj) oui' own constitution, with all our limitations, with 
all our imperfec tions, but all the same it will be a constitution w'bich 
we shall be able to call our very owui. I do not understand what objec- 
tion theie is to this. Some people say — Why do you maki* such a 
bother about it ^ Aftei- all, the Commission is not the final arbiter: the 
Commission will submit theii' rejM)rt ])efoie Parliament, and Pailiament 
will do the business. That was the argument of Rai jbiliadur Jadunatli 
Mazunidai': that I’arlianient is the ultimate reserve of i)ow'er. (*ranting 
that Pailiament is the ultimate reserve of power, is it not all the more 
neces^a]y — does it not stand to reason—that the pndiminary work, the 
r(uigli diKif't should be prepared by the peojjle w'ho are absolutely, ex- 
clusively — and not only here and there — Indiaiisi'' We did not w'ant a 
mixed Commission, we want an All-Indian Commission, if tlmt lias to 
be, and nothing more than that. 

Sir, I have nt*ver- found a single man eithei* on the Government 
benches or on the non-official benches dealing fairly and squarely with 
this question of an All-Indian Commission. The only person that has 
dealt with it is the Secretary of State for India, and that also in a speech 
which has become stale and obsolete now'. With some of the arguments 
of the Sec retary of State, however, we shall have to deal, because those 
are ihe only arguments that have been used against us. What are His 
Lordship’s arguments.^ One of his aiguments was: “ AVe (arinot re- 
pudiate our responsibility for India.” That is one of the high-sounding 
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platitudes which Englishmen— especially Englishmen in high places — 
are fond of trotting out. Is it God, is it man, who makes you responsible ? 
Your self-imposed responsibility, your self-imposed trusteeship, all this 
moral and virtuous pose of yours agrees ill with your present history, 
and with your past records. We do not want you to disavow responsibil- 
ity. After all, we also admit that the ultimate shape of the constitu- 
tion will have to be given by the British Parliament. Nobody denied 
that up till now, but all the same you come forward and say that to 
appoint an All-Indian Commission will be disavowing responsibility for 
the Government of India. 

The second of His Lordship’s argument was this : That you could not 
get together a lepresentative Indian Commission. That also has been 
referred to by the Ilon’ble the Nuwab Bahadur. As against the Nawab 
Bahadur, I shall quote the authority of somebody whom even the Nawab 
Bahadur will acknowledge to be greater than himself — a member of his 
own community, one who enjoys the confidence and support of thou- 
sands and hiindredN of thousands of his countrymen. I refer to His 
Highness the Aga Khan. Speaking to the Press, he said that he could 
without consulting anybody name a sc(ue of persons who deseived to be 
regarded as the representatives of a united India. Everyone knows who 
aie the representatives of the Indian people; the Government knows 
them very well. And if nidiody knows, at least the Hon’ble Mr. W. D. 
II. Prentice kfjiiws very well who are the representatives of India and 
hates them proportionately. They all know them. It is a mere pietence, 
a meie game of make-belief, to say that you do not know who the 
representative Indians are. 

The last argument that was used by Tiord Birkenhead — his store- 
house of arguments was soon exhausted — was this: That an All-Indian 
Commission would submit half-a-dozen dissentient iei)orts based upon 
communal lines. Sir, I say that sort of remark is an in>ult to India — 
an insult that can only be excused on the ground of His Lordship’^ 
bottomless ignorance of all things Indian. It ie an insult to suppose 
that no Indian is capable of rising above communal heights. Even 
granting that it was so, even granting that we are bound to submit half- 
a-dozen dissentient leports, I ask wdiy did not you w^ait for that. After 
WT had submitted these dis.sentient reports, then would have been the 
time for your to say : “ Lo ! here are the Indians. They cannot agree 
upon a common basis. They cannot agree even upon submitting a report 
about their own constitution.’’ That brings me to the end of the 
arguments. 

G p.m. 

Another argume^it is this: I have been twitted with the remark 
during the last two days that we are going to lose — most probably we 
are going to lose. We shall lose to-day, but I tell the English people 
that they will lose to-morrow. (Hear, hear.) We shall lose our 
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amendments, but they will lose the British Empire which is of much 
more value than our amendments can be. That is how they lost the 
cfdonies in America. Your mule-headed obstinacy, your want of 
vision to forecast the future, your want of sympathy with the subject- 
people — these have been the cause of youi‘ loss and ruin in the past, 
and these will be the cause of your loss and ruin in the present and in 
the future. You may despise these words of mine, but these words 
cannot and will not be lij^htly cast aside by whoever who has the 
vision to see and the imag*ination to grasp the realities. 

My last word is one of appeal to some of my Moslem friends who 
are capable of taking an impartial view of things. Many Muham- 
madans have not joined us under the impres^ion that if they co-operate 
with the Simon Commission, most probably they will gain something 
which they would not have gained if they sided with us. To them 
I say, let them not labour under the frightful illusion. That way the 
danger lies — that way you will commit suicide. If they want to gain 
anything, what they wish to gain must come from us, their fellow- 
countiTinen, who live with them side by side, who feel for them in 
their joy and sorrow, and not from the common enemy — the third 
party which profits in our weakness and rejoi(*es in our disaster. Not 
from them, I say, the help must come, but from us; and therefore 
ill this hour of crisis, if they have any sen<e of patriotism, they must 
cast aside all petty thoughts of immediate gain, they must rise to 
the height of occasion and side with us to conquer in this fight, if 
that is possible; or if that ie not possible, to share with us the gloiy 
of defeat. 


Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA; Sir, T feel compelled to say a few words 
on the motion before the House, although the lontribution to the 
debate yesteiday and to-day has been excellent. I think I am right! 
in saying that Sir dohn Simon, when he made a statement on his 
arrival in India, ottered k) the non-official members of the different 
legislatures in India that they should form Committees to assist him 
and his colleagues. I am sure he wanted that the Committees of these 
legislatures should be confined to non-official members; and the protest 
that I voice to-day is againet the procedure adopted by tlie Govern- 
ment of Bengal in putting forward the motion in rcBponse to that 
offer of Sir John Simon through the senior official member of the 
executive of the Government of Bengal. I wondei. Sir, whether it 
was not possible under the rules of the Bengal Legislative (,Wncil 
to find one non-official memW to give noti<*e of a motion of the descrip- 
tion that has bc^n moved by the HoiChle Xavvah Bahadur, .senior 
member of the irremovable Executive Council of the Goveimment of 
Bengal. Sir, not only did Sir John Simon want, as far as I could 
gather from his statement, that the official members should have 
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nothing to do with the appointment of this Committee, but, if I read 
his statement ariglit I realised that he wanted the non-official mem- 
bers only to vote, if they chose to appoint Committees, and the 
official membeis not to have anything to do with it. But Sir 
not only do we find that the senior member of the Executive Council 
puts forward this motion, but I am perfectly certain, as I have been 
told in the lobbies, that every official member, who ought not to hare, 
in terms of the offer of Sir John Simon, aiivthing to do with this 
re.solutioii, is going to vote in its .support. I am dilating on this point 
tor the purpose <)f .sliowing to llie Hoii.se and ,to the public at large 
that even if this resolution, which has been moved by the Hon'ble 
Hawaii Sahel), is carried, it will be carried by the votes of the official 
members, sponsored ns it is in this Council bv His Excellency the 
Uovernor in Council, through Nawab Bahadur, and at the Government 

House by His Excellency the Governor, as a member of the Executive 
Council. * ^ * 4 0 g 


*04 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Sen (iupta, T cannot allow you to make 
this statement, unless you take the responsibility for what you are 
8tatin^^ or unless you have any document to prove your statement. 

M. SEN GUPTA; I am not making any statement in fhis 
IToUse for which I do not take the fullest responsibility. I say it is 
true that non-otlicial members were sent for on the last occasion and 
they were sent for on this occasion at tlm instance of His Ecel- 
lency the Governor in Council, and 1 say that wdijle the senior 
iMt^Vidier of the Executive Council was canvassing for rotes in this 
Council, * * * ^ ^ ^ 


* * * * Apart from that, I find that 

fhis Executive Council took the trouble of sending cables to England 
ahd getting answ’ers from Sir John Simon, and then giving copies of 
fhos^e flms#eV<f to the non-official members^ at the Government House. Is 
this what Sir John Simon wanted When he made that statement on 
arriving in India a few months ago? Did he want that the officials 

* * • * * should interfere with the 

rights of the non-official members and try to get them to withdraw 
resolutions, not to move certain amendments which they might have 
moved at the instance of their constituencies? 


*A passage reflecting upon His Excellency the Oo-vernor has here been 
expunged by order of the President. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I take serious object ion to what you have said. 
As for your statenieut of. certain facts, if you are not able to prove to 
my satisfaction, in iny private Chamber, after the Council meetiii^^ 
that these are absolutely conect, I shall he under the painful necessity 
of ordering that the objectionable portion of your speech should not be 
re(‘orded in the pro(‘eedings. 


Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: You are perfectly justified to do whatever 
you like so far as your rights are concerned to ex(dude any portion 
of my speech from the piot'eedings of this Council, but T would be 
failing in my duty, and even at the risk of breaking the rules of the 
Council, if I did not protest against such interference by people with 
the rights of the memherti of this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T object to that attitude of yours, that you 
want to break the rules of this House I am here to see that you 
do not do that. 

Mr. il. M. SEN GUPTA: Sir, 1 have not broken any rules. If I 
had done so, you could certainly interrupt me. 1 said that 1 would 
mn the i'i>k of breaking tbe rules if I thought it necessary foi’ the 
purpose of bringing public opinion to bear on this iiuestion. 

Mr. 8. C. BOSE: On a point of order: May T enquiie under what 
statute or rule has the I’lesident any authority to summon a private 
member to hi^ private Chamber and ask him to satisfy him? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That power is inherent in the Chair. When a 
member takes responsibility for what he says, the President has every 
right to ask that member to prove his statement. 

Mr«8. C. BOSE: I rise to u point of order: Fnder what statute and 
under what rule of the Indian Iiegi.4ature has the President power 
to summon a private member to his private chamber? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have already disposed of the question of 
authority. In any case, I think it is absolutely reasonable that the 
President should be able to ask a member to prove to his satisfaction 
a statement W’hich he has made. 

Mr. S. C. BOSE. My point is not concerned either with reasonable- 
ness or unreasonableness. My point of order is, under what authority 
or statute has the President the right to summon a private member 
to his private chamber to explain his statement? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT; I have already told you that. I did not 
actually take my stand on any written statute, but I think that it 
was a veiy reasonable demand. 


Mr. 8. C. BOSE: May I take it. Sir, that there is no authority 
under the statute? 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: 1 will not to your chamber to prove the 
statement I am making. 1 shall state what 1 hove to state in public 
and befoi*e the House and to the constituencies who have sent us here 
to judpfe w'hethei' what I am stating is true or not. I would not make 
you the judge. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you do not do that, then my order will be 
that your remarks with regard to the head of the jintvince be expunged 
from the proceedings. 


Mr. D. N. ROY: Imler what section or iiile do you make that 
ruling? 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA; Sir, you may expunge rightly or wrongly, 
justly or arbitrarily, portions of my speech from the proceedings, * * 

»«««*« 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order 

b-lo p.m. 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: Copies of statements printed on Govern- 
ment House papers have been circulated to members of the House for 
the purpose of showing what Sir John Simon wants and what he does 
not want. Sir, an enterprising editor has raised a question — a very 
inteiesting question — Is England honest in her intentions regarding 
India? Sir, members on this side of the House and some on the other 
side also have answered that question. I should only like to refer 
you to one part of the history of Britain towards India from 1917 and 
onwards. In August 1917, the then Secretary of State for India made 
a solemn promise in words in which there was no equivocation that 
the declared policy of the British Government was to establish respon- 
sible Government in India. There was no question or doubt as to the 
goal of British rule in India as stated in that declaration. Sir, in 


•A passage reflecting upon His Excellency the Governcr has here been 
expunged by order of the President. 
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1917, Britain was in great danger. England wanted India’s money — 
England wanted India's men. There was enthusiasts — there were 
extremists in this country who wanted to take advantage of this posi- 
tion of peril of England. Leaders advised — Mahatma Gandhi advised 
that England’s adversity must not be India’s opportunity, and it was- 
on the point of being thrown away by the extremist and impatient 
section. But notwithstanding the fact that India had a great 
opportunity of rising in revolt in those perilous days of England, in 
her wisdom or unwisdom India chose to follow the advice of her leaders 
and obeyed them. And the result was that crores 'oi rupees were sent 
out from India to help England. Thousands of Indians laid tbwn their 
lives in the battle-fields of France tor saving England, and it was at 
that time that that promise — an unequivocal promise — “ that the 
declared policy of the British Government is to establish responsible 
Government ” was made. When the war was over 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Your lime is uji, Mr. Sen Gu])tu. 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: Muv I have five minutes moie? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I can give you two minutes to finish. 

(Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta did not rise to sjjeak again). 

The motion that the consiideration of the resolution be postponed 
snic die was then put and a division taken with the following result; — 


AYES. 


Ahamad, Mauivi Atimuddin. 

Bagohi, Babu Romet Chandra. 
Banarjaa, Dr. Pramathanath. 
BanerjM, Babu Promotha Nath. 
Banntrjaa, Babu JiUndralai. 

Batu, Baba Sati Stkhar. 

Batu, Mr. P. C. 

Baiu, Mr. tarat C. 

Biiwat, Babu Burtndra Nath. 

Boat, Babu Bajay Krishna. 

Bata, Mr. S. C. 

Bata, Mr. Subbat Chandra. 
Chakravartf, Babu Jattndra Chandra. 
Chakraburtty, Babu datindra Nath. 
Chattarjaa, Brijut BiJay Kumar. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 

Dat Supta, Dr. d. M. 

Datta, Babu Akfcil Chandra. 

Datta, Babu Amulya Chandra. 

Dutt, Babu taral Kumar. 

Qanguly, Babu Khagandra Nath. 
Qhata, Babu Amartndra Nath. 
Supta, Mr. dagath Chandra. 


Himatiingka, Babu Prabhu Dayal. 

Hoqut, Nazi Emdadul. 

Khan, Babu Debtndra Lai, 

Lala, Babu garada Kripa. 

Maiti, Babu Mahtndra Nath. 

Maitra, Srijut dagtndra Nath. 

Muktrjta, triJut Taraknath. 

Natktr, Babu Htm Chandra. 

Pal Chaudhuri, Mr, Ranjit. 

Paddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Ray, Babu gurandra Nath. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Bankar. 

Ray, BrBut Radha Oabinda. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Bankar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur Batyandm 
Nath. 

Barktr, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Ban, Mr. Batith Chandra. 

San, Brijut Nagtndra Nath. 

Ben Supta, Mr. d. M. 
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Noes. 


Abbott, Mr. E. a. 

Aoharjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja thaahi 
Kanta, of Muktagaoha, Mymonaingh. 
Afzal, Maulvi Sytd Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Kaiiruddin. 

Ahmod, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin. 
All, Mr. Altaf. 

CAMOlltf Mr. A. 

Chatarji, tht Hon’bli Sir Nalini Ranjan. 
'Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Haftzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Nurul Huci. 

Chaudhuri, tho Hon'bit Nawab Bahadur 
laiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, of 
DhOnbari. 

Choudhury, Maulvi Ooiam Mawia. 
Choudhury, Maulvi Khorthad Alam. 

CohOn, Mr. 0. J. 
toppingor, Lt.-Col. W. V. 

Oath, Mr. A. J. 

Day, Mr. Q. Q. 

Hoarding, Mr. T. W. 

Hrummond. Mr. J. Q. 

Hutt, Mr. Q. S. 

Eddia, Mr. A. MaO. 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. Q. M. 

Fyfa, Mr. J. H. 

Qhoaa, Mr. M. C. 

Choah Maulik, Mr, latyandra Chandra. 
Chuznavi, AlhadJ Sir Abdalkarim. 

Ooanka, Rai Bahadur Badridaa. 

Cofran, Maulvi Abdul. 

Gordon, Mr. A. D. 

Huha, Mr. F. N. 

-Habibullah, Naarab Kharaja. 

Haqua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul. 
Hopkyna, Mr. W. t. 

Noaain, tha Hon'bio Nabab Muaharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ekramul. 
ttuq, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul. 

Huaain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Sytd 
Maqbul. 

'Huaaain, Maulvi Latafat. 
lamail, Khiii iahSduF MSuIvi MuAsmmdd. 


Jamaa, Mr. F. E. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Kaaem, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Aahraf Ali. 
Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muazzam All. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, thO HOn'bia Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. S. 

Mazumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunath. 
MoCluakiO, Mr. I. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Mittar, tha Hon'bla Sir ^rovaah Chundar. 
Morgin, Mr. Q. 

Mukarji, Mr. S. C. 

Nandy, ilaharaj Kumar Srii Chandra. 
Nitimuddin, Mr. KhSrSja. 

Nalaon, Mr. W. H. 

Parrott, Mr. F. 

Prantiaa, tha Hon’bla Mr. W. 0. R. 
Rkhman, MauIVi Azizur. 

Rahman, Maulvi Shamaur*. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr.^A. F. M. Abdiir- 
Raikat, Mr. PrOaOnna DOb. 

Rauf, Maulvi Syad Abdur. 

Ray Chaudhri, Mr. K. C. 

Raid, Mr. R. N. 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Fraaad Singh. 

Saohaa, Mr. F. A. 

Sanyal, Babu Saahindra Narayan. 
sarktr, Rai Sahib Rabati Mohah. 

Sattar, Khan Sahib Abdua. 

Sattar, Mr. Abdool Razak Hajaa Abdool. 
Shah, Mr. Qholam Hoaaain. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupondra Narayan 
of Naahipur. 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Staplaton, Mr. H. E. 
iuhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Thomaa, Mr. H, W. 

Wordaworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 45, atid the Noes 82, the motion was lost. 


<)-30 p.ni. 

The motion that the consideration of the resolution be adjourned 
till after a general election of the Council on the issues raised by the 
resolution was then put and lost. 

The motion that the consideration of the resolution be ridjoumed 
until this Council formulates its scheme of consitutional reforms was 
•put and lost. ^ 

The motion that the question of the appointment of a Committee of 
ibis Council be postponed till the publication of the decision of the All- 
Party Conference regarding the constitution was put and lost. 
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Maharaja SA8HI KANTA ACHARJYA CHAUDHURi, of Mukta* 
gaOhai Mymensingh: May I rise on a point of personal explanation? 
Mr. Sen Gupta referred in his speech to the fact that His Excellency 
the Governor sent for me. That part of his statement is true, hut it is 
not true that he canvassed foi my vote. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I will have that statement of yours recorded in 
the proceedinp^s. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I would not have made any speech to 
discuss the resolution now heloie the House, hut (‘ertain remarks made 
hy my friend, Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee, have forced me to say only 
a few words. My trieiid, Mi. Bannerjee, has made an earnest appeal 
to the Muhammadan memheis of this Council to rise to the heij^*ht of 
the oC(‘ajdon and to support the policy of the Congress party in rec^ordinf? 
practically a vote of no-confidence in the Simon (Aimmission (Cries of 
** Policy 6f the Moslem Leajrue.”) Whatever that may he, whether it 
he a question of the Tien;^ue oi whether it he a question of the appoint- 
ment of a Committee to work with the Commission, the principle on 
W’hich we have divided is one of co-operation or non-co-o])eration, and 
wc have seen that a lar^je number of M<^slem members of this House 
have irone into the sume lobby with the Europeans and officials. Let 
me assure mv friend, Mr. Bannerjee, that in doinj? so we have done it 
with a heavy heart, (Cries (»f “ Shame.*’) We have done so from a 
supreme sense of duty. Let me remind my friend, Mr. Banerjee, that 
the records of the National Con<;ress and the rei'ords of the All-India 
Moslem Ticaa^ue all hear testimony to the tact that whenever the country 
has made a demand on Moslem patriotism, w^e have never been behind 
any community in India. Why is it, then, that to-day we po into the 
same lobby with the Europeans? It is because of the mischievous 
activities of the Hindu Mahasabha which have made it impo^isible for 
us to place any confidence in (Vinp-ress leaders. When the consideration 
of my amendment about the fitness of the conditions of India comes up, 
T will make this point clear. I will only say this» now, that it is not 
fiom choice but fj*om necessity that the Muhammadan members have 
to-day voted «ij?ain.st the Congress. If my friends w^ant to win back 
the Moslem members, let them go and control the Hindu Mahasabha. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not think you are right in referring to the 
activity of the Hindu Mahasabha. We are not discussing it, and I take 
serious^ exception to your remarks which are out of order. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I do wish to mention names of persons 
in particular. However, as ii may lead to controversial matters, I will 
say nothing about it at the present moment, but I give this assurance 
to the members of the Congress paity that as soon as the Muhammadans 
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find that they can place confidence in our respected leaders, the leaders 
whom we have always followed, we will go hack to the Congress fold, 
stand side by side wdth the Congress and fight battles for the freedom 
and liberty of India, After all, India is our fatherland — in India we 
live and in India we will die; our bones will form the manure of India. 
It is no use ridiculing; it is no use ifhutting our eyes t<> facts, and the 
statement that I am making, and which is echoing from the hearts of 
all Muhammadans, is that our pre'^ent attitude is due to the hypocrisy 
and dishonest influence of the Hindu Mahasabha. I will not say 
anything further; I will simply say this in reply to what lias fallen 
from my friend, Mr. Banneiiee. But let me again assure him that 
even if Ave \^ote for the a])p<‘intment of a (V)mmittee, even if some of 
the members of the Moslem community con, sent to work on that Com- 
mittee, the Muhammadans will not be false to their tiii.-t, false to Indih, 
false to the (‘aiise for Avhich the Oongre.ss stands and for which patriots 
like my fiiend, Mr. Banneriee, have Avorked all their lives. We have 
ungrudgingly followed leaders* like Tilak, we have ungrudgingly 
fcdloAved leaders like (kikhale and Mehta, we have followed leaders like 
Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea and Ananda Median Bo.se; we are still 
ready to do that. I do not blame any single membei‘ of the Congress 
party; I do give them the fullest <‘redit for the very be.st of raotiA^es 
and patriotism and about which I haA-e not the slightest doubt, but I 
will entreat them. I Avill appeal to them to make it possible for us to 
go back once more to the Congresf4 fold. When they do that, there 
will be no necessity for our A’oting on behalf of Government or on the 
side of Goveinment. If they can do that, then the gentlemen who are 
sitting over there will pack and board the next ship to take them 
back to England, Let them not do it by domineering over the Moslem 
community, but conceding to them what is good for the people, gvood for 
the country and good for all communities. We stand here for equal 
rights; we aie against domination by autociats; we do not want 
aut(H*racy in any shape; Ave AAant freedom for all castes, creeds and com- 
munities and equal opportunities for all, (Cries of “ Hear, hear.”) 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHOUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I beg to accept the motion ^noved by Mr. 
A. K. Fazl-ul Huq. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: As a matter of fact, Mr. Fazl-ul 
Huq made his speech on the sub.stantive resolution; he did not move 
his amendment at all. 

% 

Mri PRESIDENT: AVhat does then the Hon*ble Member want to 
accept? I am, perhaps, to divide the amendment in two parts, and put 
the first part to vote first. 
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Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUbHURI: A point of order lias been 
raised by Babu Akhil Chandra Datta to the effect that Mr. Fazl-ul Huq 
did not move his amendment at all; he simply made a speech. I do 
not know, Sir, how in spite (d this you aie jjoinj^ to thrust his amend- 
ment on this House. 

Mfa 8« C« BOSE: I would al>o like to observe that Mr. Fazl-ul Huq 
did not move his amendment, but spoke on the ori^dnal resolution. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I was under that impression, Sii 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case, your amendment tails to the ^lound 
as not being moved. 

The following motion wa.> not moved and, therefore, deemed to be 
withdrawn : — 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ to move, by wa\ ot amendnn'iit, that tor 
the words “ to assist the C.mimi^sion,” the toll iwing he substituted, 
namely : — 

“ to constitute the Indian wiim- to the (^>mmis,sion in the 
province and 

the tollowiu” be added at the end, namely: — 

“ with instructions to convey to the Commission the deliberate 
ojdnion of this Council, that India undei- piesent condition is 
not fit for any system ot lepiesentati ve ( lovernment." 

Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I bug to with draw the aim*ndment that stamC 
in my name. I expect to mov(‘ it as a {tubstantive motion at a later date 
which I believe His Excellency the (lovernor is going to fix. 

The following motion was then, by leave (d the Council, with- 
drawn : — . 

<< Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM t(» move, by way of amendment, that toi 
the words “to assist the Commission’' the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

“ to hold .joint conference with the Commission and that it be an 
instruction to the Committee to convey to the Commission that it is 
the opinion of this Council that — 

(a) the status of India diould be that of a self-governing Dominion 
under the British Crown as an equal partner in the Common- 
wealth of Nations within the British Empire and that 
necessary steps be taken to give adequate expression and 
effect to such status in the relations of India with Britain, 
the other self-governing Dominions with the British Empire 
and with the foreign countries; 
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(h) the coHstitution of be on the b^sis of a Federation of 

autonomous States, the Federal or Central Government 
administering only such subjects as concern the whole of 
India ; 

{(') the pretsent system of Government in the provinces popularly 
known as the Diarchy be abolished and full responsible 
Government be inaugumted in the provinces; 

(d) in the constitutional instruments the citizens’ rights as recog- 
nised by all civilised Governments be defined and reasonable 
and appropriate safeguards be provided for the protection of 
the rights and interests of minorities; 

(c) special attention of the Simon Commission should be specifically 
and emphatically diawn to the effect of the Meston Settle- 
ment on the working of the Goveinment of Bengal and in 
lieu oi the Settlement tresh financial adjustments be made 
on sound lines; 

(/) approjiriate provisions be made for the proper and effective 
representation of important sectioni> of the population in the 
various legislatures and other statutoiy self-governing public- 
bodies ; 

(/;) in the recruitment of the jmblic services due regard be paid 
not s\»ie]y to academic (jualification>‘ of tiie candidates, but 
to the need for sec-uring the widest possible confidenc-e in the 
administration by averting a (‘ommunal or cja-'s monopoh ; 

(It) loi' effectuating the abovemenlicuied subjects, all necessaiy and 
apj)ropriate measuies be adopted ; 

and that at the cdnehnion ot it^ Coiiteience with the Commissi in the 
Committee hliould make a report to this (kmneil in older that jiioper 
decisions may be arrived at on the various (lUCNtions involved in carry- 
ing out the above principles in the future constitution of India and 
the same be communicated to the Commission together with a copy of 
the ])roceedings of the Council in connection therewith.” 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: On the grounds stated by Sir Abd-ur- 
Rahim, I also withdraw the motion standing in my name. 

The following motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn; — 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM to move, by way of amendment, that in 
the resolution — 

(1) for the w^ord “ assist ” the words “ work jointly with ” he sub- 

stituted ; and 

(2) the fcdlownng he added at the end of the resolution, namely : — 

“ according to the general policy to be laid down by this 
Council regarding matters of fundamental importance, 
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such as full dominion status, provincial autonomy, prin- 
ciple of responsibility in the Central Government,, 
Indianisation of services including defence and marine, 
protection ot the rights and interests of minorities, re- 
adjustment of the Meston Settlement, and to report to this- 
Council the results of their work immediately on its^ 
completion." 

Mr. Ha 8a 8UHRAWARDY: 1 witlnlraw this motion so that we may 
be able to dismiss itjn greater detail at a later date. 

The following motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

Mfa Ha 8a 8UHRAWARDY to move*, by way of amendment, that 
the following proviso be added, namely: — 

“ Provided that the said Committee are not to agree to any constitu- 
tion for India which does not — 

( 1 ) guarantee to India dominion form of Government within a 

fixed limit of time; and 

( 2 ) forthwith grant full provincial autonomy and rcsi)oiisible 

Government, including control of its finaiuTs, to the 
provinces.” 

Rai Bahadur JADUNATH MAZUMDAR: As the jninciplc of my 
motion has been accei>ted, I do not move my motion. 

The following motion was called but not moved and therefore 
deemed to be withdrawn: — 

Rai Bahadur ilADUNATH MAZUMDAR to move, ])y way of amend- 
ment, that the toll<»uing be added at the end of the resolution, namely : — 

“Provided, fiist that the members of the Committee so appointed 
are allowed to enjoy e([ual poweis with the membeis' ot the Commis^i!)n 
in the matter of evidence that may be j>laced before the latter; and, 
secondly, that the Repoit of the said Committee shall be jdaced before 
this Council foi- approval befoie submission to the said (ajinmi'-sioii.” 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; May 1 have youi leave to move the 
next three together, Sirr* 

Mr. PRE8IDENT; Yes, you may. But theie will be se])arate 
voting on each. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I beg to move, by way of amendment, 
that the following proviso be added, namely: — 

“ Provided that the membeis of the Committee appointed by this 
Council are given absolutely the same status and powders as the members 
of the Statutory Commission, specially as regards the examination of 
witnesses, and access to confidential papers and documents.” 
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I also move, by way of amendment, that the following proviso be 
added, namely: — 

“ Provided that before the Committee appointed by the Council 
make their report, they should submit the same to the Council for an 
expression of opinion thereon by this Council.” 


I further move, by way of amendment, that the following proviso 
be added, namely : — 

Provided that it be an instruction to the Committee not to begin 
its labour of assisting the Statutory Commission until the Local Govern- 
ment publishes the memorandum prepared by it for submission to the 
Statutory Commission and this Council gets an opportunity of express- 
ing its views on it.” 

C-45 i).in. 

It is hardly Jiecessary to pieface my aiiiendments with any rema]■k^, 
as they speak foi- themselves, and all of us and the public outside are 
fully aware of the various phases of the coiiti'oversy in lespect of the 
Simon Commission. We are not opposing the aj)j)()intment of a Com- 
mittee, as such, to assist the Commission, if e(iual status in Bengal mid 
equal access to pajiers and evidence are given us, but we are anxious 
that any recommendation that should be made by our Committee should 
be a reHex of the ojiinion of the majority of the members of the (\)uncil 
on the (piestion of what the future constitution of India should be, and 
should be based on a national programme. We have been constrained 
to take up this attitude not witliout much conflict of emotions. We are 
met in the fir>t instance witli the spectacle of the greatest leaders of 
moderate Indian public opinion, such as Mr. Jinnah, Sir Ali Imam, 
Sir Tej Bahadur Sajiru and Sir Sivaswamy Iyer and a host of others, 
refusing to co-operate with the Commission, because they feel and, in 
our opinion, rightly feel, that Indians were delil>erately excluded from 
the Commission, and even after the wdiole of India rose to express its 
indignation, the insult was repeated in provocative language. We 
realise that a joint opposition will go far to bring home to the British 
public the depth of our indignation, but, unfortunately, disruptive 
influences have been at work : one pai’ty rises against another, there is 
a cleavage as between coininunity and community and within com- 
munities themselves, and people will be forthcoming to express view’s 
and opinions before the Commission that may materially injure our 
national aspirations.^ 

On the one hand, if the All-Parties Conference comes to a decision, 
which is reasonably unanimous, it wdll be endorsed by all sections of the 
people, it will and must carry far more weight in any scheme of future 
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reconstruction whether it is submitted hefoi^e the Commission or not — 
than any possible memoranda that we can place betore the Commission, 
nay, more than the recommendations of the Commission itself ; hut, on 
the other hand, there is possibility of failure, and persons must l)e 
thei'e who will fijrht tooth and nail to see that no agreement is arrived 
at; and will make every attempt to show that Indian statesmanship is 
bankrupt, and the only alteinative is to submit our case before a third 
])arty. Then a^ain, logically speakinjr, these l^roviiicial Committees 
do not fit into the scheme at all. If an All-India Representative 
Committee had been in existence, the Pr<»vin<“ial (^nnmittees would 
have some meaning', tor what we want is that Indians as well, just as 
much as the membei's of the (Commission, must be in a position to 
arriv’e at decisions with regard to all-India j>r<»blems, and co-onlinate 
the views and the opinions and interests of the various j)i«)vinces. Such 
a (^)mniittee has been turned down by the Assembly; but the existence 
of su(*h a ('onmiittee is a sitir qua non for the suitable functioning’ of 
proviiK'ial (Committees. In our opinion, every effort must be made to 
form such a (Committee, otherwise, (lovernment need m>t be surpiised if 
at a later stage the (Council withdraws its (‘o-oj)eration from the Simon 
(Coinmission. Then, ag^ain, it has to be (‘onceded that the evident 
desire of Sir John Simon to repair the mistakes of the Secietary of 
State for India, to the limits of his power, has to some extent succeeded 
in mollifying’ oui- sense of outiag-ed dignity. We know that he has a 
very difficult task befoie him; conflicting interests, and tactions vi(‘ws 
are the heiitage of a nation in bondage, but he has saciificed much to 
shoulder the burden, and it is <‘lear that he is dee)d\ anxious to j)laca1e 
Indian o])inion. I^iithei*, eveiyone wujst ha\c noted the satisfaction 
that is ex])ressed even in the l)oy(‘ott Pi ess with memoranda submitte^l 
by promient i>eo])le that give expiession to our nationalist as])irations 
and demands, such as the memoranduin submitte«l l)y the ex-Minister 
of Bihar and (Jiissa. AVc have, therefore, decided that though we are 
a mere I’rovincial Committee ami may do little good, we may succeed 
in counteracting i)rejudicial influences, and we shall accept the fait 
occowpli for the purpose of ensuring that the nationalist demands do 
not go by default. 

Now, so far as my amendment with regard to eipial status and 
t)p])ortunities to go into evidence is concerned, (iovernment and Sir 
John Simon have conceded as mindi as they could. Certainly, we do not 
enjoy the same status, our iei)ort will be lost in that vast annexure that 
will go with the (Commission’s Repoi-t ; we do not delude ourselves with 
the belief that the Royal Commi‘sion and our (!ommittee will be on a 
par even in considering the interests of the proviru’c, but we cannot 
fail to realise that as mu(*h as is possible has been conceded on the point. 
When the question of the All-India Committee is at stake, it is un- 
necessai’y to *iuibble over the rights and dignities cjf the Provincial 
Committee. 


12 
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Next (‘OTiies iriy aniendiiient No. 16, that the Coniiiiittee do place its 
repoH before the (.^iincil for the expression of the views of the Conncil 
thereon hefoi*e submission. Government have rightly pointed out the 
difficulties in the way of the Council reviewing the decisions of the 
Committee. I know that the recommendations of a Committee are not 
lijrhtly interfered with by the Council ; I know that should there be a 
variance, it may he su^^jrested that the Committee being the first Court 
has seen the witnesses and considered the evidence over seveial days. 
I know that the influence of the seven members of the Committee will 
be cast in favour of the Report; nevertheless, in view 'of the fact that 
we are placing no limitation on their discretion at this stage, in view 
also that the decisions must be in consonance with certain fundamental 
principles, and that we canmd surrender our views to seven members, 
however estimable they may be, I have no other alternative but to pi ess 
this amendment. 

My amendment No. IT, which Government desire tr> oppose, is in 
effect an attempt to induce the* Government to publish its memoiaiidum, 
and permit the Council to exj)iess its views thereon. The reason is 
obvious. We have all along been told that the Legislative Council is 
pait of th(‘ Government, though (d)viously not on its executive side, 
that the h'.xecutive Council and the Legislative Council form one 
component whole, known as Government, that it is the duty ot the 
] legislative (h)uncil to keej) a watch on the Executive side, che(‘k its 
vagaries, bring it into line with jmblic o])inion, help it in a proper and 
just administration, ventilate the views of the peojde and perform the 
numerous other fan(*tions which a representative legislature is called 
on to perform. Rut now the executive part of Government would like 
to ]nit itself on the same plane as any private body or group of indi- 
\*iduals, although two of its members are believed to be representatives 
of the non-o(ticial opinion of the Council. Do Government desire to 
lay down the jiroposition that the interests of the Government are 
o])posed to the interests of the iieople? If Government say that their 
memorandum are the views of the bureaucracy, moderated and toned 
bv heljiful suggestions from the Ministers, then and only then can the 
action of Government in placing an independent memorandum and not 
taking the Council into its confidence be justified. If this be so, then 
let Government frankly declare that its memorandum expresses the 
views of the Service, and deal only with administrative difficulties, or 
with safeguarding the interests of the Service, but let it not be considered 
the report of a Government charged with looking after the interests 
of the people of the province. The purpose of the appointment of an 
Indian wing, or an adjunct, or a conference, or a body of assistants, 
is to show that you'^have confidence in us. You cannot affirm and 
reprobate at the same time. If you have confidence in us, are you 
prepared to pbme your memorandum before the Joint Conymittee for 
discussion; are you prepared to disclose those dread and dark secrets 



1928 .] 


SIMON COMMISSION. 


179 


that you so much fear to expose; aie you prepared to act according to 
your protestations and appear as witnesses before a Committee P If 
you do not do so, we shall consider that your protestations that this 
Committee has equal status and poweis with regard to provincial matters 
are only lip protestations. If you send your views behind our back to 
the Secretary of State or to the Simon Commission when it sits in 
England, we shall be constrained to consider it as an act of hostility. 
If Government give us an assurance that they will withhold nothing 
from the Committee, that no recommendations will be exclusively sent 
to England, then I shall he prepared to withdraw this amendment, 
provided that my previous amendment, namely, the levision by the 
Council of the recommendations of the Committee is carried. If 
Government do not give us the assurance, but hold that they will send 
it behind the back of the Committee, we shall treat it as a mark of no- 
confidence on the Committee by the Government, and I shall j)ress the 
amendment for the acceptance of the House. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI 
CHAUDHURI Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbaris Sir, on behalf of Govern- 
ment, I beg to accept the first two amendments moved by 
Mr. Suhrawardy. The Ilon’ble Mr. Marr will explain Government’s 
attitude as regaids his third amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARRs All I want to say is that, though 
Government have been able to accept the first and second amendments 
moved by Mr. Suhrawardy, they cannot possibly accept his third amend- 
ment. 

As far as Goveinment aie conccTTied, it is their duty to su])j)ly all 
papers to the Statutory Commission, and it is for the Statutory Com- 
mission to supply papers to the Committee of this House. I may, how- 
ever, remind the House what the Nawab Bahadur has, I think, already 
mentioned, that so fai- as the Punjab is concerned, the Statutory Ch)m- 
mission have directed that all j)apers and materials for the Ibinjab will 
be sent to the Punjab (h)mmittee 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Subject to the President s 
right to withhold anything at his discretion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: But there is no question that so fai as 
Bengal is (‘oncerned, it is in exactly the same position as the Punjab, 
and whatever materials are sent to the Commis.sion will surely be sent 
on to the Bengal Committee. May I read the telegrams bearing on 
this subject? 

This is from the Government of India to the Statutory Commission : — 

“ Committee formed bv Punjab liegisl^itive Council to co-opeiate 
with Statutory Commission wishes to receive forthwith copies of 
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Punjab Government’s memoranda consisting of a description of the 
working of the reformed (constitution, advance copies of which have 
been already presented to the Commission, and desires the orders of the 
Commission on its reciuest to be olitained. The only comment made 
by the IiO(*al Government in forwarding the request is that the material 
is provisional and liable to modification. The instructions of the Com- 
mission, if communicated to Government of India, would be conveyed 
by them to the Committee through the IiO(*al Government.” 

In reply the Commission said: — 

“Your telegram of 22nd instant. Instructions were sent by mail 
14th June to officer in charge, Statutory Commission, New Delhi office, 
to foi'ward to Punjab Committee the Punjab material received to that 
date, in(*lu(ling Punjab Governmeni’s memoranda to which you refer. 
Officer in charge, New Delhi, has now been asked by telegraph to send 
these parti(‘ulai‘ documents foithwiih in advance of lest of material 
spe(*ified in mail inslructions. lie has been asked to apply to Punjab 
Government for more cojiies if he re(|uires them. Would you ask 
that Govei’iimeiit to comply with any such leciuest 5^ Commission would 
prefer that Local Government should not send any material direct to 
Punjab (^)mniittee, ladh in order to preserve correct pro(‘edure and also 
to obviate any risk of some material reaching Committee before it is in 
hands of ('!oni mission itself.” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: That i. not the whole of 
it. 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Is it in order on the part of 
any member to deny a statement made by Government? 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. I do imt (Uny the statement made by tl)e Hon’ble 
Member, but I do say that it is not the whole of it. Sir John Simon 
has said that he will use his discretionary j)ower as Piesident to protect 
witnesses. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR:.Mr. Chaudhuri seems to know more 
about it than I do. I have lead the whole telegram. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I must accept the statement made 
by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr, and it seems to me that if the Punjab 
procedure is followed here, the memorandum of the Government of 
Bengal will be placed before the Committee. In view of this, I do not 
intend to press my third amendment. 
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The follnwinp: motions were then put and ajrreed to; — 

That the lollowing proviso he added to the resolution of the Hon’hle 
Nawah Bahadur Saiyid Nawah Ali Chaudl.uri. Khan Bahadur, of 
Dhanbari, namely: — 

•‘Provided that the uienihers of the Comiiiitlee appointed hy this 
Council are p-iven absolutely the same status ami powers as the members 
of the Statutory Commission, sperially as repards the examination of 
\citnesses, and ar.ess to con.'idential papers and doruments." 

That the followinp proviso be added to the residution of the Ilon'ble 
Nawah Bahadur Saiyid xNawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, of 
Dhanbari, namely : — 

“ Provided that befoie the ( ommittee appointed by the (^niiieil 
make their repoit, they should submit the same to the Couneil for an 
expression of opinion thereon by this Couneil.” 

The followiii^r motion wav, by leave of the Couneil, withdrawn: — 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY to move, by way oi amendment, that the 
f(dlowin»‘ proviso be added, namely : — 

I roA ifled that it be an insti'uetion to the Committ(*(* not to be^in 
its labour of assistin^Mhe Statutory Commission until the J^oeal Coveiii- 
nient publishes the menioiandum prepared by it tor sulmiivsion to the 
Statutoi’V ( ommission and this Couneil gets an <»]»j)oituinty of express- 
ing its views on it.” 

The motion of the Ilonlde Xawali Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali 
(’haiidhuri, Khan Bahadui, of Dhanbari, as amended by the Couneil, 
was then put, and a division taken with the bdlowing lesult : 


AYES. 


Abbott, Mr. E. G. 

Afial, Maulvi Syod Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Katiruddin. 

Ahmod, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin. 
Ali, Mr. Altaf. 

Camllt, Mr. A. 

Chatarji, tho Hon'ble Sir Nalini Ranjan. 
Chaudhuri, Khan BahaL'ir Maulvi Hafizar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Nurul Huq. 

Chaudhuri, tho Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, of 
Dhanbari. 

Choudhury, Maulvi Qolam Mawla. 
Choudhury, Maulvi Khorehod Alam. 

Cohen, Mr. 0. 4. 

Coppin^er, Lt.-Col. W. V. 

Dash, Mr. A. 4. I 


Dey, Mr. Q. Q. 

Oowding, Mr. T. W. 

Drummond, Mr. 4. Q. 

Outt, Mr. G. S. 

Eddie, Mr. A. MoD. 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. 6. M. 

Fyfe, Mr. 4. M. 

Ghose, Mr. M. C. 

Ghuznavi, AlhadJ Sir Abdelkenm. 

Goenka, Rai Bahadur Badridae. 

Gofran, Maulvi Abdul. 

Gordon, Mr. A. D. 

Guha, Mr. P. N. 

Habibullah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul. 
Hopkynt, mr. w. S. 

Hoeain, the Hon’ble Nawab Mueharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 
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Huq, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ekramul. 
Huq, Mr. A. K. Fail*Ul. 

Huiain, Khan Bahadur MauWi Syad 
Maqbul. 

^uiiain, Mauivi Latafat. 

'lilHail, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Muhammad. 
'Jamei, Mr. F. E. 

"Kaum, Mauivi Abul. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Aihraf Ali. 
'Khan, Khan Sahib Mauivi Muauam Ali. 
Klhan, Mauivi Tamizuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Luke, Mr. N. R. 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, the Hon'ble Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. 8. 

Mazumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunath. 
MeCluekie, Mr. E. T. 

Miller, Mr. C. C. 

Mitter, the Hen'ble Sir Provath Chunder. 
Morgan, Mr. 0. 


Mukerji, Mr. S. C. 

Nazimuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 

Parrott, Mr. P. 

Prontioe, the Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. 
Rahman, Mauivi Shamsur-. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 
Ray Chaudhri, Mr. K. C. 

Reid, Mr. R. N. 

Roy, Mr. BiJoy Praead Singh. 

Saohte, Mr. F. A. 

Sarker, Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan. 

Sattar, Khan Sahib Abdue. 

Sattar, Mr. Abdoot Razak Hajee Abdool. 
Shah, Mr. Qholam Hoetain. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, 
of Naahipur. 

Solaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Stapleton, Mr. H. E. 

Thomas, Mr. H. W. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


NOES. 


Aoharjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja Shashi 
Kanta, of Muktagaoha, Mymenaingh. 
Ahamad, Mauivi Asimuddin. 

Bagehi, Babu Romes Chandra. 

Baaerjea, Or. Pramathanath. 

Banerjee, Babu Promotha Nath. 
Bannerjes, Babu Jitendralal. 

Basu, Babu Sasi Sekhar. 

Basu, Mr. P. C. 

Basu, Mr. Sarat C. 

Biswas, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Bote, Babu Bejoy Krishna. 

Bose, Mr. 8. C. 

Bose, Mr. Subhas Chandra. 

ChakravartI, Babu Jogindra Chandra. 
Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Chatterjee, Srijut BiJay Kumar. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath. 

Das Qupta, Dr. J. M. 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Datta, Babu Amulya Chandra. 

Dutt, Babu Saral Kumar. 

Ganguly, Babu Khagendra Nath. 

Ohose, Babu Amarendra Nath. 

Ghosh Maulik, Mr, Satyendra Chandra. 
Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. 


Himatsingka, Babu Prabhu Doyal. 

Hoque, Kazi Emdadul. 

Khan, Babu Debendra Lai. 

Lala, Babu Saroda Kripa. 

Maiti, Babu Mahendra Nath. 

Moitra, Srijut Jogendra Nath. 

Muksrjea, Srijut Taraknath. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandra. 
Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Pal Choudhuri, Mr. Ranjit. 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. 

Raikat, Mr. Prosanna Lib. 

Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Rav. Dr. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, Srijut Radha Qobinda. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendm 
Nath. 

Sanyal, Babu Saehindra Narayan. 

Sarker, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Sen, Mr. Satish Chandra. 

Sen, Srijut Nagendra Nath. 

San Qupta, Mr. J. M. 


The Ayes heinj^ 72 and the Noes 50, the motion was earned. 


Adjournment 


The Council was^hen adjourned till 2 p.ni. on Wednesday, the 11th 
July, 1928, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Council met in the Couneil Chamher in the Town Hall, Calcutta 
on Wednesday, the 11th July, 11)28, at J p.in. 


rKESEXT : 

The Hon’hle the Pie>idenl (Ku\ M\nm\th\ N \tii K \y Ciiaudiiuri, 
of Santoshi in the Chair, the tour llon’hle Memhers of the Mxeeutive 
Council, the two llon'l)le ^lini'^tei" and 122 nominated and elected 
memhers. 


Starred Questions 
(to which oral answers were given), 

Bhairab Schemes. 

25. Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the ifotrhie Member in 
cha]j>e of the Dejiaitment oi liri^ation be pleased to lay a statement 
on the table showing' the |•e^])ective ‘'taj^'tV' the following sc hemes have 
reached, namely: — 

ii) the excavation ot the lihairab river near Alaipui in the Khulna 
district ; 

(//) the canalisation of the llliairab rivei in the .lessore and the 
Nadia district^; 

(ill) the dred^»’iii”' of the dried up portion«^ of the soiuce of the 
following- livers: — 

(1) the Bhairab, 

(2) the Kobadak, 

(d) the Batna, 

(4) the Ichamati, 

(5) the Jumna, and 

(iv) the excavation of the khal below the Satkhira subdivisional 
town in the Khulna district? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, 
of Dhanbari): The reply is in a statement which is laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply of starred question No, 26. 

{}) The project has l)eeii approved by Government and awaits 
fund. 

(//) The scheme for the improvement of the Bhairab in the Jessore 
district has been sent to the Collector of Jessore for taking 
action under the Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement 
Act VI of 1920. 

The pioject in the Xadia district is under preparation. 

(Hi-) (1) The scheme for dredging the reaches above the Afra Khal 
is under the consideration of Government. 

(2) The scheme is the same as that mentioned in the second 
portion of (//) above. 

The scheme has been sent t(> the (^)llector of Jessore to 
enquire whether the people to be benefited are willing 
to pay the co'st. 

(4) There is no spe<‘ial scheme for the river Ichamati. 

(>)) A revised estimate is expected shortly. 

(ir) The Survey has been completed. 

Civil Court Buildings in Howrah. 

26. Babu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: (r/i Has the atten- 
tion of the Hon’ble Member in charge ot the Judicial Department been 
drawn to the c(mdition of the (dvil (‘ourt buildings in Howiah^ 

ih) Is the Ilon’ble Member aware that tlie roofs of the main civil 
court buildings and of the Bar Association have been leaking badly 
whenevei' there has been a smart showei* of rain, for the last 7 or 8 years? 

(c) Is the Ilon'ble Member aware that the attention of the officers 
of the Public Woiks Department has been drawn year after year to the 
inconvenience of the public due to the leaky condition of the roofs but 
no effective stei)s have been taken to permanently remove these iccim- 
venien(*es? 

id) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the verandah of the southern 
block ot the crinrinal court buildings at Howrah although constructed 
only a few years back has been badly leaking every year? 

(f) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Member been drawn to the 
letter of the Secretary of the Howrah Bar Association addressed to the 
Public Works Department authorities in Howrah about the damage 
caused to the books ailll furniture of the Association by the recent heavy 
rains? 

(/) What action, if any, do the Government intend to take to prevent 
the recurrence of such troubles and inconveniences in the future? 
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MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the HonWe 
Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (a) No. 

(/j) No complaint \va^ received about the main civil court building. 
A complaint was received by the local Public Works Department officers 
in June, 1928, regarding the roof of the Bar Association room and the 
roof is under repairs. 

(r) The roof of the main court building was covered with an asphalt 
roofing in 1924 and no complaint has been received. The same covering 
is now being applied to the roof of the Bar As.sociation room. 

(f/) The verandah was re-terraced in 192(1-27 and no (‘funjilaints have 
since been re(‘eived by the Publi(* Works Department. 

(e) A complaint was received from the Bar Association on 15th June 
and prompt action was taken by local Public Works Department officers. 

(/) The menilier is referred to answer to (cj. 

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: Is the lion ble Member 
aware that a complaint was made to the local l^ublic Works Dejiaitment 
about the leakage of the loof of the civil court buildings, as far back 
as 1924 y 


The Hon»ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Presumably, as in reply io 
(c), I have stated that the root of the main court liuilding was covered 
with an asjilialt roofing in that year. 


Unstarred Question 

(answer to which was laid on the table). 

Distress in Murshidabad. 

32. Maharaj Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY: Will the lion ble 
Member in charge of the Depait merit of Bevenue be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of people affected by famine in the district of 
Murshidabad ; 

(?/) the total area affected; 

(///) details of the relief work that has been undertaken by the 
(jovernment ; and 

(/r) the amount spent up to date by the (Jovernment on famine 
relief operations ^ 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (the Hon’ble 
Sir Nalini Ranjan Chatarji): The population of the affected area is 

about 1,29,(X)0. 
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(ii) About *i80 square miles. 

(??/) and (iv) Details of the relief work are not immediately avail- 
able. 

The amounts spent are as follows: — 

Rs. 

Advances to District Board for Test Relief works ... 74,000 

liand Improvement and Aj^ricultural Loans ... 1,14,240 

(Gratuitous Relief ... ... ... 4,000 

Maharaja Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY: Is the Hon ble Mem- 
her aware that distress is still acute in some jiarts o‘f the district ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: There is distress 
in some paits but it is not so iicute as it was. 

Maharaj Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY: If s<>, will the Hon ble 

Member be pleased to make further ‘’•raiitsy 

The Hon’ble 8ir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: That will depend 

upon tlie recommendations of the local oilicers. 


Point of Order. 

Mr. 8. C. B08E: On a point of information, may we know if this 
ineetinj*: is fioin^ to deal with official business or non-official business? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT; This day was »iven by His Excellency the 
Ooveinor for the dis(*ussion of the adjournment motion, and also to 
transact such other business as was not finished yesterday. 

Mr. S. C. B08E: On a point of ordei-, Sir may I draw your attention 
to a circular letter sent to the members of this Council on the -fist May 
last, definitely statinji: that the sole business of this} session, which 
is to last two days, will be the discussion of tlie Oovernment business 
re^ardinpc the Simon Commission ? 1 rise to a ]>oint of order and ask 

if the adjournment motion can be proceeded with. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: it is up to His Excellency the (Governor to extend 
the time. ^ 

Mr.8UBHA8CHANDRA B08E: May we enquire if you have decided 
to expunpre that portion of the speech of our leader. Mr. Sen Gupta, 
delivered yesterday? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: That you will know subsequently. 

Mr. SUBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: When ma y we expect to know 
that? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you will call at the office after a few days, you 
will be able to obtain that information. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: May 1 know under whi( h 

rule you are authorised to expunge any j>oilion of a member’s speech? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y< )u will find that in my oidei, if 1 ([uote any 
rule at all. 

RaiHARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Are we not entitled to know’ 
that now? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I iwa\ tell \ou that 1 have not ])assed any writterj 
order yet, and I think it is not rtasonable on your ])art to ask loi* any 
information with ie^»-ai(l to an order until it i^ actually jiassed. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: 1 am not in(|iiirin^^ for 
any information. My point is this : under which rule ar(‘ you authorised 
to expunge any portion of a s})eech of any membei ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT : I have already told you that I am not inclined 
to answer that ([Ucstion at j)resent ; when I ])ass a wi itten order to 
expunf’‘e the objectionable jxution <d the speech leleiied to, it will be 
shown to you if you will call at the office. 

Mr. S. C. BOSE: May I call the attention of the (Miaii to rule lOu 
of the Rules of Rusiness and StandinjiT ftrdeis of tlii'' (’ouncil? The 
rule says: “The Secretary shall also cause to be ])ie})ared a full leport 
of the i)roceedin^^s of the (’oum il at each (»f its meetin^N and ])ublish 
it as soon as practicable.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have I not already decided that that matter is 
not under discussion now’ ? 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Do we take it that you h ive not 
* passed any orders yet ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have not pa.ssed any written ordei yet. 

Mr. D. N. ROY! If we do not go to your oflire, shall we not know 
your order? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: No 
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Motion for AdJoi»rnment of the Business of the Council. 

Srijut BlUAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: I rise to move a motion 
for the adjournment of the business of the ('ouneil for the purpose of 
discussing a definite matter of urgent puldic importance, namely, the 
serious situation that has arisen out of the inadecjuacy of steps taken 
by the Oovernment for relief of the people of some di^tricts in Bengal 
distiessed by famine. 

Sir, after the heat arising out the contioversy regarding the Simon 
Commission is over, I am bringing in the motion for the consideration 
of the hon’hle members of this House, a motion which is above all 
controversy, a motion for which eveiy section of the House is in entire 
sympathy for it is a common danger alfe(‘ting the Hindus and Muham- 
madans in an e(iual degiee. No politics can cloud its clear issues, no 
communal (luestion can delay its immediate decision. Sir, the agonies 
of the afflicted people starving for monihs together, with no food to 
satisfy their hunger, with no Abater to quench their thirst, with no 
shelter to prote<'t them from heat and cold, sun and rain, crying in 
utter helplessness, with death staring them in their very face have 
actuated me to bring this motion before this House. My words fail 
to describe in detail the miserable (‘cmdition of these unfoHunate 
persons. But I can assure my hon’ble friends that what 1 say here is 
truth, based on actual facts and there is no exaggeration or misstate- 
ment. 1 have actually .^een the conditions of these people in -the 
villages, en([uijed in detail al)out them and 1 shall fail in duty towards 
(lod, humanity and my constituency if I do not lay before the House 
all these facts, and a]q)eal to the hon'ble members to extend their 
helping hand. 

Mr. 8. C. BOSE: (In a point of order, Sir. Is not the member 
entitled to the undivided attention of the Chair? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How do you come to that conclusion that he is 
not receiving it? It is not your business to make a suggestion like 
that. I may. however, tell you that I was li.stening to the speech while 
giving some instructions to the Secretary. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY; Then you naist be a superman. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (>der, order. 

Mr. S. C. BOSE: 1 rise to protest against the ob>ervations of the 
Chair. 
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Mf« PRESIDENT: I may tell you most emphatically that it is not 
your business to remind me of my duty. Will you please sit dowii!^ 

Mr. 8. C. BOSE: I rise on a point of order and rny point is this : 
Is not a member who is uddVessing the House entitled to the undivided 
attention of the Chair? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a point of order, and I rule you out 
ot order. 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: I think you are already 
aware that famine of a very acute type is prevailinf*- in many districts 
of Reii^ml, riz., Rankuia, Dinajpur, Murslndahad, Rirhhum, Khulna, 
Malda and Burdwan, due to failure of crops. As reprcsfiitatiNe** of 
different famine-stricken districts the\ have been intimately aiajuainted 
with the facts and fi<j;;ures of their respective distiicts. There has been 
con>ideiable agitation in tlie newsj)apers, ap])cals foj helj) liave apj>eaied 
in the j)ress, photographs of famine-stricken persons have been j)ul)- 
lished. And many philanthropic organisations are trying theii- be t to 
^ive lelief to the people. The net work of congress committees all 
over Bengal are doing their best and the Provincial (’ongiess (^im- 
mittee; the Ramkrishna Mission are lendering valuable services. 
Although they aie trying theii' beM to sa\(‘ the li\es of the people 
(and 1 heie take this opp<jitunity to convey my thanks as uell as the 
thairks of my c(/lleaguei> for the selfless work of the oiganiseis and 
juembers of these [)hilanthr(»pic and benevolent institutions), still the 
relief measures are absolutely insufficient for the great task befoie us. 

But for this situation 1 cannot helj) feeling deep le^entnient and 
disappointment at the unreasonable attitude uhich th(‘ (fovejiimeTit lu^^ 
so faj taken. T cannot {)resume what may be the juotive behind of 
minimising the effect of famine, except vanity and the <lesiie foi- 
boasting of the excellence and siipeidojity of the Bj'itish chaiacter of 
administration with which we are too familiar. 

Speaking ot mv native distiicj <d Bankiira I may sav this that so 
far back a^ t)(tober, 19‘J7, when we could find indications of the future 
distress of the })eople due to failuie of crcips foi' want of ritins, wa* tried 
to draw the attention of the (xovernmeiit to the seiious situation. I 
met Mr. Symons, the then (a)llector of Bankura, and he frankly told 
me that he would try to do his f)est, and we agreed that in this matter 
officials and non-officials and congressmen should work together. At 
that time Balm Anadiranjan Bpse, the Sadar Subdivisional Officer of 
Bankura was present. And although the District Magistrate was con- 
vinced of the gravity of the situation, and T myself with my own eyes 
saw the .seriouvsness of the situation, the said Subdivisional Officer, 
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Babu Anadiranjan Bose, simply laughed, and by way of niinimising 
the situation exclaimed “ Famine in Sadar subdivision!”. Since then 
this particular officer exercised his evil influence and tried to prevent 
the Government from taking necessary steps. I reported this matter 
to Mr. Hart, the present District Magistrate, and I here openly lay my 
charges against Babu Anadiranjan Bose for having neglecfed his 
duties as an officer of the Government to allay the distress of the 
famine-stricken people of Bankura Sadar subdivision. And I further 
ask Members of the Executive Council as also the Chief Secretary to 
take a particular note of this, and to arrange for an immediate transfer 
of this Deputy Magistrate. , 

In December last I put many questions in this Council. I beg to 
invite the attention of my honourable colleagues to the inaccurale and 
evasive replies which the Government gave on that occasion. In those 
replies we find no mention of Sadar subdivision, although in 7 thanas, 
namely, Barjora, Gangajalghati, Meghia, Chatna, Saltora, Raipua* and 
Raniband thanaa of the Sadar subdivision acute famine conditions are 
prevailing and relief centres have been oi)ene(l. And there have been 
cases of death from starvation. The reply to my iiue^tions also con- 
tained inaccurate statements and we can (juite see the attempt of the 
Government to minimise its gravity. It is also a curioir> thing that 
although the District Magistrate in his personal capacity made pathetic 
appeals and admitted the fact of famine and distress, the Government 
communi(|ue is evasive and disappointing. T admit this Tlis Excellencv 
the Governor was kind enough to go to Bankura and to see the situation 
of some parts of the district with his own eyes; he went there during 
the summer, at the sacrifice of his health and comfort, and I thank 
him for the same. Tlis Excellency also attended aii informal conference 
in w'hich I think we could convince him of the gravity of the situation 
by facts and figures. While visiting the famine area he expressed his 
opinion that the scene was heart-rending. The people expected much 
from His Excellency, but we are disappointed to find that nothing 

ultimately came out. I do not know’ whether this is due to the fact 

that Hi.s Excellency found it impossible to break the (dvilian clique, 
and I may be permitted to quote His Excellency’s wamls : “His 
colleagues in the Executive Council were not convijiced that the situa- 
tion w'as such as to justify the Government in declaring famine." And 
I am .sorry to point out that these honourable colleagues of His 

Excellency are not to pay for this famine out of their own pockets, 

nor are they to collect this sum for charity from Great Britain, or 
virgin Mayo’s country, but from the revenues of India. May I remind 
those hon’ble gentlemen that there is such a thing as Famine Insurance 
Fund? What is being done with this 'fund, and for what purpose ks 
it maintained? Sir, the situation of the (‘ountry is real^* verx^ grave, 
the sufferings of the people are incalculable. In mv district alone, 
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about 50,000 people are ali'ected, and even it we excdude 48,000 and 
attempt to give relief to only 2,000 people with only 4 annas per day, 
this means 8,000 annas every day, amounting to Rs. 5(10 pei- day which 
comes up to a figure of Rs. 15,000 per month, to save only 2.000 people 
out of o0,000. And we find that o!i gratuituous relief the (Tovernment 
has spent only Rs. 12,000 up till now in Hankura. The Land Improve- 
ment lioans, the Agricultural Loans so far granted for relief works are 
quite insufficient for the purpose, because both the two subdivisions, 
namely, Sadar and Bishnupur, have been affected. In Bishnupui- sub- 
divisi(.n, Kotalpur, Patrashgarh, Sonamukhi, Indas. .loy])ore and 
Jayrampur thanas have been affected, and the condition of the people 
is horrible. These poor people have .>oId their all— their cattle, their 
utensils, their working tools and instruments such as axes, forks, spades, 
hammers and evtuything. They are living on boiled h‘aves, inowha 
fruits, etc., and getting diarili(ea and other diseases. Beiore the rains 
they could not get a drop of water to quench their thiist. There was 
no foddei' for their cattle, and although the (TOvernment nia\ take* con- 
solation fi’oni the fact that rains hav(‘ set in, and tlu‘ laboiirtu's can 
get work now. 1 say that people have no mone\ to pui'chnse seeds, 
cattle and instiunients. They caniud get sufficitMit agricultural loans 
from (loveiuimeiit ; the Liirle Officers and the Sadai- Subdixisional 
Officers are i-ef using to grant loans to those pei-sous who would not 
accejit the Union Boards, who w'ould not give \otes to the nominees and 
favourites of the (rovern merit duirng the last Local Boa id election 1 
say all this from my personal knowledge, and I can cor r’oboriite rn\ 
statement. Ihus, although there is rain now, the [)eo])le are he]pb*sH 
in the matter' of cultivation. Then what of the (dd, diseased ami dis- 
abled persons as well as childivn who cannot w’orkr^ Who will sav«‘ 
the lives of these peojde? And even the labourers who are getting 
work HOW’ would be out of employment in September and October , when 
the situation will be worst. Apart from the question of food, there is 
the question of saving these unfor'tunate persons from rain and cold, 
as ther*e is no straws on their- thatch, and the huts have nearly collapsed. 
The rains, would bring in malaria, influenza and these famished persons 
with no vitality to withstand the attacks of these disease^ will fall an 
easy prey. Then, pray, who will supply doctors, medicine and diet to- 
these uiifoi-tuiiate persons? So the gravity during the rains is not less 
than what it was before, and the work beforv the (loveirimerit and the- 
public is also very great, if not greater*. Then, there is no cloth to- 
cover tbe bodies from shame or cold, so that w'ornen cannot come out 
of their huts even for begging or taking doles or for workirrg to savp 
their lives. 

T have personal knowledge of these facts, and T can cite numerous 
instances w’here such woruen, with their children were starving for days- 
together when the Congress relief volunteers got infortmrtion about 



192 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 


[11th July 


them. When the volunteers went thei'e with rite to their huts, the 
unfortunate women could not come out, but with faltering voice 
narrated the heart-rending condition, and the volunteers had to leave 
the food and a piece of cloth at the door and came away. Since then, 
they could come out for begging, and I may tell the House that but 
lor the appearance of these relief volunteers, the women would have 
died with their childien. How far the Government officers have 
neglected their duty can be seen from the facts that death from star- 
vation has actually taken pla(‘e. All cases have not come to our know- 
ledge, but the case of which 1 shall now tell my hon’ble friends is one 
about which I have taken personal (‘are to find out the truth. Recently 
T had been to the interior of the district and 1 came to learn that one 
Khiroda Bowrani, of village Nabagram in Kapistha Basin of Ganga- 
jhalghati thana, died of starvation. I took parti(‘ular care to find out 
whether it w’as a case of death from any soil of illness, as it is the 
tendency of the District GfficejH to attribute the cause of death to ill- 
ness, and I can assure the House that she was suffering fioni no illness 
w’hatsoever, except starvation. In other case»> T got information of 
death from starvation from some villages, and on enquiry I learned 
that although they were starving for days together, they died of some 
diseases developing out of weakness fjom (starvation. So T did not give 
paHiculars of these (‘uses here. And 'when these unfortunate country- 
men are dying, do you know what the district authorities of Bankura 
lire doing!" They are promulgating section 144 ordeis. Mr. Hart, the 
District Magistrate, is prosecuting 8rijut Kaiiial Krishna Ray, late 
(liairman, Bankura Municipality, and SecretaiT, Central Famine 
Relief Committee, of which the District Magistrate is the ]*resident, 
and w'as busy arresting the members of the public giant hig them no 
bail, and the Sadar SubdivLsional Gfficer, Babu Anadiianjan Bose, of 
Uharmanair fame, is issuing section 144 orders against Sri jut Gobinda 
Ih'asad Sinha, President of the District (huigress Committee. Both 
Srijut Kamal Krislina Roy and Gobind.a Iha^ad Sinha are the life and 
>oul (d‘ relief work, and Kamal Babu’s j^iosecution would practically 
stop the relief w'ork in Bankura. He is saving the lives of thousands 
■of thei^e famine-stricken pi'ople by his selfless devotion and work. 
Famine relief -work, it seems to me, is no part of the duties of these 
■officers. I shall not take up any more of your valuable time in trying 
R) convince you of the urgency of the matter. Naturally I have told 
mu(‘h of my ow'ii district. I do not w'ant to take much of your time 
although I had many things to say, as the other members of this House 

must have an opportunity of saying something about their own 

% 

[The member at this stage having reached the time limit w^as 
permitted bv the Hon’ble the President to take another minute to 
conclude his speech.] 
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All distrii'ts are ecjiially allected and I ui<»:e u])ou the Oovenniient 
io declare famine immediately in Dinajpui, Muisindahad, Rirhluim. 
Burdvvan, Nadia, Khulna. Malda and M>me other distiicts. If they do 
not perform tlnur duty now, they will he nuilt.x hetore Ood and liumanit,\ 
and will much more elfectivcdy undci’inim' tin* toundation of this 
(ioveinnnmt than even the Swaiajists can tliink of. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: 1 lepiesent the disi,,ci of 

Khulna of the I’re^idencx Divisicm ami. I thiidx, I would he failiiii;- 
in my duty it J did not ])lace facts and tio-uies. <o fai as m\ di'^tiict 
is coiH'eined, before the House toi llour information. It is wtdl Known 
that in iSffT the then ('olledoi II i . \ incciit <aft<‘iwardN Sir \\dlHam 
AiiH'ent) w'lote a tieafise «m Kliulna disi^ni m wliicli In' (h'sciiix'd flic 
Sadai’ subdivision of that disfjnt as a ’* pt'iinanent fainim* aiea 
Although the Hon ble .Mi'inbei in chaise \cstt‘rda\ did not admit 
that fliere was scarcity m tins jmrticular portion of the district, 1 
aj)j)(‘al to Ml. Sach'C to s-iy wliethei Mi. \'inccnt did not refer to 
<*(‘rtain poitioiis of the distiict as jieiinanenf famiin^ aica. (io\ci- 
ment is not si raijjlit forward to de<‘lai(‘ that theic is faniim' in an\ 
])orfioii of the dislncl of Khulna. W'ln'ii Kliulna siilb'/ii'd teriibly 
lioni tin* last fanmic, m\ (»wn count i \ in. in , oui (list in^»'uished paliiot, 
8ir Ib'afulla (Miandra Roy, opened a K'lief fund, and throuj^li Ins 
energy and tactfulin‘ss a seiious famine was averted. I slnnild 
state heie that wv an* also oiatetul to sonn* ])lnlaiit hrojiic ^•eiitlemen 
of Romba\ and some mill-owneis who eave ns Its. .f lakhs in cash and 
aliout Rs. b.OtlO ill kiml. 

Since the o-reat cyclone (O 1919 this pojtion (d tin* disfiict has bei*n 
in a v(My serious distress and famine dm* to flood and successivi* failin-e 
of ci()])s and eross ajiathy of (Toveinm(*nt in failing' to di-edee the 
uppe]' leaches of the Rhairab, tin* Betua, tin* fchamati and the Matha- 
bhan^a rive 7 > of the Khulna disti'ict. B(*cause of tin* paucity of sw(‘(*f- 
Avater, the intake of tin* salt water is so ojoat that no cultivation is 
possible witbout the aid of laiiis, and theii'foic tin* fx'ople havi* b(*en 
in teriibb* disti(*ss and famine. 

Like Mr. ( 'hatt(*i ](*(* 1 have rnt complaint aj^aiiist the local officeis. 
On the 29th Decembei, 1927, the Subdivisional (Ifficei <»f Satkhiia 
wiote to the (killector aftei ])ersonal insp(‘ction (d the locality that 
conditions w'cie verv acute and that Rs. 49,999 as aj^ncultural loans, 
Rs. 29,999 as Land Iniprov(*men1 loans and Rs. 19,999 as gratuitous 
relief were absolutely necessaiy. Tin* ('(db'ctoi of Khulna was .satisfi(*d 
that the fi^*’ures were coirect and that the state* of thin^rs was as 
depii'ted by the Subdivisional Officer, and in tin* middle of .lanuarv 
the (-ollectoi' sent in his report to Ooxa'inment. Tln'ieaftei tin* j)i(*s(‘nt 
Divisional Commissioner, Mr. Sacdise, A\(*nt to the lof'ality |)ersonallv 
and satisfied him.self that the conditions were as stated by the Subdivi- 
*sional Officer. He liad a talk Avith the Vice-(9iairman (d' ouj District 
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Board and made it clear to him that Oovernment were willing to 
comhal famine conditions, hut unfoitiinately very little action had 
heen taken; the measures taken hy (Toveriiment are entirely inade- 
(juate. 1 appeal to Mr. Saclise to tell the House what he saw with his 
own eyes. 

1 may also tell the House that on the ‘Jnd July last at a meeting 
the (lollecto]- himself decdared tliat an area of .180 square miles was 
affected arid about 00,000 j)eojde W(*re in acute disti'esN and l,00t) 
people on the veige ol stai'ation. These are not my woi'ds, hut they 
were the words used l)y the Oolha-tor, Mr. (Quinton, at a meeting con- 
Aemal hv liimscdt lo devise means foi dealing with the famine condi- 
tions in Khulna. 

d-dO ]).m. 

All thanks to Mr, (Quinton: Nou the conditions being such that stejis 
taken hy (lovernment hav(‘ heen \ei'v inade(}uat(* to meet the situation. 
Ninet \ thousand peo])h‘ aie lamim‘-st ncken and 1,000 are on the ’seige 
of starvation. What is 1,000 lujiec's which has been ad\anced joi 
giatuitous rcdieiy 

Some comjilaints have iieen made with i<*e<nd to tli(‘ methoil and 
maniuM' in which loans have Ix'en given. These loans W(*re given at 
a linu‘ when sowing s(*ason had not eoninn'iiciul. B\ the time the 
sowing season conimenc(‘d, the peoph* had alieadv expended jt by food 
grains so that at the jiresent moimmt tht‘ cuitivators have neithei' food 
grains nor any seed to sow In my jiait of the country sowing season 
continu(‘> up till S('ptembei\ It (jovernmeni do not do anything now, 
fieojile aie sure to ditx Some jieople have already begun to die, though 
statistics aie not yet available. I accuse the (Joveinment that, as 
Khulna IS a river district and as it is inundated with saline water 
which interferes with the growth of crops, of being culpable negligent 
in taking pi'opei stejis. (lovernment's negligence has been heinous 
he(‘ause the inundation is jirev ent ible. (lovernment have not tiled to 
raise their little fingei to helji. I, tlnuefoie, suggest — we have sug- 
’i\ times without number — that unless (xovernment takes acdion 
to leclaim the upjier reac hes of the river there is n (7 hope of changing 
the ever-continuing famine conditions in this part of the country. 
Last year theie was no rain and, in addition to famine, theie was an, 
acute scarcity of water. Consequently, there was heavy death roll due 
to cholera and other epidemic diseases. These facts may he verified 
by (fovernment. 

I must confine myi^elf to my district and I want to take this oppor- 
tunity of thanking the members of the Khulna Se-va Sanga inaugurated 
by Swami Pronadananda for rendeiing yeomair.s services during the 
famine of lILM and ever since then. In this connection, I must also 
say that the Bengal I’rovincial Congress Committee sent a deputation 
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consistiiio' of Balm Shyam Sunder (liakravarli and Pundit Taranalli 
Vedant(d)a<>-is to emiune into the condition.s and they have satisfied 
tlieinselves a^ to tlie famine eonditiims pr(‘\ailino- in Khulna. Oases 
of distress are also appt'ai in^‘ in the newspapers daily hut Oovern- 
inent is adamantine. 

I eainestly aj)peal to the Ilon’hle M«uuhei in eliar^e and also to 
Ilis K.xeelleney the Oovernoi not to leave any stom‘ untunit'd to fioht 
IIn* situation, Sii, sonu' remedial imuisuri's should he (akmi in hami 
so lliat distiess maN he <-ured pernianentK. I hoju' Ills Mxecdleiie) 
will visit lh(* uppei leaehes of the dellaim'hi and of the Bhaf-irathi 
rivers. 1 also ajipeal to tln^ 1 riii>-al ion Seermarx and tlie Piixate 
S(‘eietai\ to Ills iwridlmn'x the (iovernoi to imliiee Ills Ivxcellenrx 
to visit the iijipei ivaehes ol tin* .Matahhanp.a also m onh'r that some 
mmisures nn>ht l»e adopted. In the naim‘ <d this (\»uneil I aj-ain 
appeal to Ills kixeelleney not to let thiiif^s diitt 

Maharaj Kumar SRIS CHANDRA NANDY; Sii. 1 am -lad xm 

have been oflcKal an oj)[)ortunit\ to diseuss this mattm ol ^umt 
uj'^'eney. Fliou^h famines are no lont»-ei ext raoi dinai y in tlim eoiintix. 

et the\ ale niatttms of iuok' eom’ein to the p<‘oj)h* than ('oumil, 
(V)inmittees or Commissions. It is a pit\ that as the ;^i'nial aiithoi 
of “Twenty-one Days in India" ieniaik^‘d about a hall a eentiii.x hark 
- ‘While the Indian villa^^er has to maintain the ^loiioiis jihanJas- 
ma^ona ol an impel ml poiie>, whil(‘ he ha- to suppoit the le<;ions oj 
seailet soldieis. golden eha[uasis, powiMliil jiolitieals and f^ri'eii com- 
missions, he must lemaiii the hun^ei-s1 1 leken, oxeidnxen |)hantom he 
IS." About of) u>ars after we still find that famine is the horizon of 
the Indian villa^'cu'. i nsuflieiiuit food is the foiejriound. 

Tin's is not the occasion on which we ikmmI oo into the cau'-es le^iilt- 
in«' in famine which have become thini»s of ih(‘ past in the \Vb*st, 
recuriine- in India with the ]»eiiodicit\ ol <diniatic chano(.s. AVhat 
we are eoncmned with is the seiious situation that confionts us lo-d.iv 
and of which the IIoiih- has n-ot an idea from the blm‘ fiamphb't winch 
was distributiul in the ('ouncil lobbx yesteidax. 

To a (luestion put by me the ilon’ble Sii Aalini Kanpin Chatarji 
has o-iven the leply to-dav that tin* population in the affected aiea in 
the district, which I haxe the hommi t»» lepiesenf, is about 129 000 
and wdiat has been the amount spent to mitipmte their suff’eiin^s and 
make it possifde foi them to weather the sipiall that lias overtaken 
them? The amount spent in gratuitous relief is Its. 4,000 while the 
loans o-iven for land imjirovement and aniiciilluie amount to 
Ks. 1,14,240. i.e., not even a rupee jier head of the poiiulation in the 
affected area, this is sufficient to convince oui cafdious critics that the 
(rovernment help has been inadequate. Thanks to the watchfulness 
of our District Maiiisfrate, Mi. Fiench. the (/overnment weie made 
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aware of tlie serious Kitualioii early and advaiues were made to the 
District Board for test relief work. But we all know that the rati 
at wliich the workers are paid is inadeqaiite and besides those who can 
eome to work in these eeiitres, theie are others — the old, the intirm, the 
invalid, the child, and the middle class — wlio cannot come to these 
centies and wlio ])refei death to the dishonoui- to such manual lahoui'. 

I admit, Sii’, tliat in comjiaiison with the seventy ot distiess in 
scone of the sistei- clistricds the ac'uteness of destitution in tlie district 
ot Mujshidaliad lias been less, but in c-ertaiji ])arts ot the Kancli and 
daiij^ipur subdivisions li is as bad as in an\ othei district. It has not 
lieeii jiossible to oflej an> help in one jiolic-e-stat ion Farrukka. 

Thc‘ rains have yet set ii* and joec-ious time tor a^uicuiltural ojiera- 
tion is beiiift lost foi want of seeds, cattle and plough. Diic* distress 
has c'onijiellecl the* a^^uic-ulutral population in parts of the distiict to 
sell oh their c'attle and jdouohs. This ha^ acldc‘d to the disiuptive 
tendencies of a rural ]) 0 ]nilat fon alrc*acl\ in a state of dec*a\ and dis- 
intre^’at ion. 

What is wanted is amjilc* hel]) and that without furthei deday. 

I shall be betraying- the trust imposial on me* b\ my e](‘c-1ors k 1 
do not imjdore the (Government on (heir behalf to fill full the mouth 
ot iamine and thus savi* from disasiei the bold ])easant]y whicdi as 
(loldsiiiith said in his inimitabb* \va\ “ When onc‘e destroyed cam 
nevei be* supplied.’’ 

^I’lie [leople of my distric-t rej’iet that inchsjiosition ])]ec‘luded the* 
jiossibility of His E.xcadlency the (iovernor ])ayin”- a visit to Miirshicla- 
bacl or he would ha\e seen the distiessin^* s}»(‘ctacle of a ju'ojile in the 
jii'iji oi famine. A Relief (Committee has alreacK been formed and 
dom^' very us(*ful work. It deserves encoura^vment and helj) from the 
(Govern nic'nt and co-o])eration from (Government offic'ials. 

I ao-ain implore the (Government to take necessary steps to mitigaite 
the* sufterint^'s of the jieojile and thereby dischar^*-e the duties of a 
cnilisc'd administration and (‘arn the <»ratitude of the ‘governed. 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Sir, F am 

grateful to you for the oi)])ortunit\ that has bt‘en p-iven to us to-day to 
discuss this mattei of very ui^iieiit importance'. The members of this 
Ilou^e are already aware of the intensity of the distress prevailinp- to-da\ 
in eiplit districts in Benpal. Fiom the figures piven in answer to 
c]ue."'tions asked yesterday it would be found that altopether Ri lakhs of 
])eo])le have been aifeeded and were in the utmost distress, and we aDo 
have a statement of "^he amounts that have been sanc'tioned by the 
(Gc'vernment to meet the* situation. The ])omt I should like to impress 
ui)on the (knincil is that tlm (Government have failed to discharge the 
duty which was expeeded of them havinp* repard to the allepatioiis made 
about intense sufferinp* of the peojile. I will try to show from the 
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answ(‘rs ^iveii Iion's inu<le([iiatt‘ly (Ttoveninient liave donll \vitli tluV 
matter. 1 invite your attention totlie an'‘^\el to tlie (|\u‘^tion No. IS (2V 
put l)y Ahmad. The an^wel• ineindv refeired to the (iovtunment 
(‘ommiini(jne of 21st May, 1928, and I am sin^pri’^ed to tind that answer.^ 
like those oiven to Mr. Kasituddin Ahamad’s (^lle^tions >honld have 
been ‘jriveii by the Membei in ehai“ 0 ‘e. That eonnnnni(|iie did not show 
what steps the (Tovernmenl had taken to alleviate the Mitlerin^s oi the 
people in the jirovtnee. Anyhow the fi^ui’es that Innt* been ^i\en show 
that the (lovernnient have samdioned loans tor Its. Odd, 20(1 toi Land 
Impiovement Loan, Its. 87,901 tor Aorienltnial Loan and Its. 08,000 
for relief work altooetliei’ amoiintin<»- to Its. 14,47,201. Hut during- 
w’hieh time do yon think that all tliese anionnts Iiave been sanctioned ^ 
From the winter (d 1927 till duly, 1928, to meet the situation of ei^-ht 
districts wdiere about 12 lakhs of peojile are affected. I should like to 
ask the Hon’ble Member to consider whether (his ,sum is snthcieiit foi 
the purpose for which it is intended. 

You have heaiil .liiout tin* condition of thinjiv m Ihinkura. Khulna 
and (d Mui'shidahad and I will now <^i\e \ou 'oim* of the tacts fiom mv 
own (list) let, ])artjculail\ with K'^ard to the subdivision ot Balurj.that. 
In answer to (juestion No. 2> we ha\e Ihmmi told that l,d(),(l()0 jieople 
are affected in the Halur<*hat subdivision and that the (io\eMiment 
have sanctioned Its. 2, (>7,991 lor .Voncultuial Loan and a sum of 
11s. 1,79,892 was disbursed up to 28th dune, 1928. d'his loan whicii is 
bein;.t' ad\anced is totall.\ insuflicimd to nuMd (he needs o| tlu‘ people. 
Till'-' loan is ])cin<.i ;.»'iven at (ll f>ei cent, icpax.ihle in two e(|ual iiistal* 
ineiits, the first in I'ebruaix, 19'>9, and the next in 19 11 d hese 
advances aie not nmnev actu.dl\ spent, hut are icco\(‘iah!e within the 
space ot tliree .Mans and they aie ^iveii on i»ro|)ei s(»(uiit\ oi (h(‘laiMl. 

The (juestion that now aiis(*s is what excuse <ould theie he on the 
jiait ()\ the (to\ tunmeiit toi not ^ivino- sufliment loan as riMumed hy 
the people for theii m'tds. It is stated that these loans ar(‘ ^n\en to 
the jieasaiits to purchase cattle and seeds and not toi maintenance. 
Ilow' then are these men to maintain themseKes and their families’!'' It 
1-! not sufficient to keeji then bodies ami soul too'ethei. and with the tew’ 
rupees ^>*iven it is iiiipossihle toi th(*m to ])ur< hase cattle and seeds and 
carry on cultivation. I a>lk the (xovernment to considei' whether they 
should not change their policy. 

Referenci* has been made to the h’aniim* (’ode, hut section 41 of this 
Code provides that liberal d<>nation should be ^iven undei the Land 
Improvement and A^ri(ultui(‘ Loans Act: and if necessary should 
continue to be j^iven wlndher famine is deidaied oi not until nojnial 
conditions are restored. Now in Balurj^’hat about 499 sijuare miles of 
area are affeided. The Famine (’ode pKivides that liberal (hmation 
should be ^iven. The (juestion is whethei what has been done could 
be consideied as liberal donation. If libeial donation had been ^-iven 
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they would not he receivin^^ ^uch terrible news of ^taivation. In dealing 
with this question, I would again refer to ceitain answers given 
yesterday. AVe have been t(dd in answei to (question No. 2d (7) on the 
previous day that these allegations of death by starvation have been 
found on enquiry to l)e fai away from truth. In regard to question 
No. 2d (S) the answer was that no ea'^es of death from starvation had 
been leported to the Oovernment. II ow (^mld the (jovernment stay that 
the allegations are untrue without an enquiiy being made^ I would 
leler to the eommunique in May last and tlie statement made in 
"‘Forward” of the 12th Ma; regarding the sale oi eliildreii by their 
mothers in the subdivision ot Balurghat and these have been leported 
us not true. Even aftei that several <‘a^e>t ot death Irom staivation 
have been rejioited not only in “ Forwaid ” but abo in sevmal Indian 
papers both vernacular and English, and I < aiinot understand what 
the (Government meant by saying that no case^ ot death had been 
rejiorted to the (jov(>inment up to now. I may intorm the members of 
tlie House that a local Reliet Committee has been formed at Balurghat 
which aie going into the villages to make (‘miuiries and they have 
ascertained how nian> deaths have occurred in those villages. 1 hat 
('ommittee have published tlnui lejioit which ajijieaied in several pajieis. 
The\ tound that in 18 villages there had been 2t) (huitbs due to staiva- 
tioii. There wer(‘ 2,lbo villages aft^'cted and the Emiuiiy Committee 
>i^it«‘d only 18 and tmiiid that there welt* 29 deaths, bhoni this one 
stattMiKUit it can ea>H\ be imagined uliat the death-rate from starva- 
tion is. Am I not therefore Justified iu biinging the charge that 
(ion eminent have absolutely tailed in the due disdiarge td then duty 
towards the peoidey Tht* (lovernmeiit said that the\ nncic trying to 
do tlieir best to meet tbe situation. Ma> 1 ask, and a-k s(*iiou^ly, is 

thi.*-' th(‘ Nva_\ in which the\ are doing theii best There are 2,400 

families which stand in urgent need (»f agricultural loan. Taking the 
veiy modest tigiires, Rs. 100 should be the minimum to be given to u 
family as loan, to enable it to cany on cultivation, purchase (‘attle and 
so on. The policy folh'wed in my district is that whether a person 
has 2b bighas he is told that he would get Rs. 50. As a matter of fact 

they in some cases got Rs. 10 or Rs. 12. My idea is that in all these 

eight distri(*ts the (lovernment should advance Rs. 80 lakhs or one 
crore, if need be, to save the people. A laige poition of this would be 
recoverable in two or three years. If the (lovernment do not do that 
they would be failing in theii duty which is incombent ujion them to 
discharge. 

M^ith regard to deaths it is said that some enquiry was made but 
they Nvere reported t^ be not true. It seems to me that the Govern- 
ment are trying to suppress the cases of death. I have come across a death 
where a chaukidar reported that the cause of death was starvation, but 
this was striK'k out by the jamadar, his superior officer, and the cause 
of death was put down as malaria. I am showing that a deliberate 
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attempt is bein^ made to suppress deaths fnuu starvation. 1" it in conse- 
quence of instruction^ issued by tlie (rovernment oi tlic local pidicc 
acting in this way on their own initiative I-" I ^^(^uld strongly uiyre 
with all the emphasis that I could (“ommand that the loan policy oi the 
Itovernmeiit sliould be changed and j»iatuiUnis lelnd ^ivcn on inoie 
liberal lines. 

Srijut RADHA COVINDRA RAY: Sii‘, 1 lisc to siip])(Mt tin* motion 
of my fi'iend, Sj. Kijay Kumai Ohatterjec with a veiy heavy heart. 
J have been several tiim‘s to the famim‘-vt i lOaMi aiea in tin* interior of 
'Vishnupur subdivision - ni\ (‘onstitiieiicy -- in conise of a lew months 
and witnessed the condition if th(‘ ])eople ^\lth m\ own c\c-. What 1 
■actually witnessed i^ too pitiable to be adc(juati‘l\ dcNciibed in uoids. 
J housands oi families in the ihanasoi Sonomukh\. Patrasliai. Kntoljiui, 
Indas, .Tovpoit' Ibirjora in the inteiiorof Vl^hnnJml and Hanknia siib- 
•divisliiuis hav(‘ been tcriibU aiha ted and <-annot manage to s(*( ure one 
Miiele full meal a day. The jx'ople who an* not in a position to satisiv 
tlieii' huno(‘r cannot aflord to vupjih thmiisolvi's witli clotlo's and 
manae’c to icjiair theii hut'-. l*'ami'h(‘d band (d men and women witli 
hae‘,yai'd iacc' and >'keleton h'.iuies. Iiavin^ a laro-e numbei id nude, 
wj-etched children bidiind tlimn, oathciinj^- louiid ii" in villaj.'cs, wltme 
we had bemi in course of our tom in the famine-stricken aiiais, tell us 
stoiies of sulfeiinos wliich \ou '•(ddimi conn* aci(»ss in the imaginative 
])ictui(‘s oi an\ novelist oi a poet. The\ ai(‘ palhidic iroiii beo-innin^’ 
to ('lid. Ilui'li 4 er has dist<iitcd e\ei\thiiio iu the lives of liuman bein;^s ; 
.Husbands ‘-ellino’ then wives nndhers selling- then children, honest 
laboin- turnnio- burglars and thu'Vivs, all 'Oits oi pathetic and ])aintul 
st-iiics \ou will lieai in the tamine-strickmi aiea'^ iiom the piaijib*. who 
are exficriencino- what iamim is, Sii, I leipiest m\ fidlow councillois 
not toi a moment to think that I am j^ivino- them exa^oei atinl jiictuies, 
in order to draw out svnqiailiy irom them. Not the b'ast. Realii\ is 
Jl'i eater than any exa^Hv^.j-pioi. I can make. 

The (juestion that is most ur^»‘ent foi the councillors as also foi the 
(government to know and di'iuss is: Why this condition Why this 
teriible sutleiino-.s oi the peopled Wliat is the jeason oi these constant 
and I’ocurrin^’ visitations oi iamine in the once jiiMftjiei'ous villages of 
Rental ? 

This is the most important question — moie important than the 
question of forming a committee to assist the Statutory (’ommission, 
more important than the function of layin^r the ioundation stone of 
our Legislative (\nincil buildinjrs^ more important than the question 
of ^atherinp: evidences to supply materials to the Rarliamentar\ Foin- 
inittee of Lord Birkenhead which is cominj;^ here to draft out a jiolitical 
constitution for India and Ifen^^al, more important than any social, 
reliirious or moral pridJeiiis that are disturbiiif,^ the minds of the leaders^ 
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of AVhy this coiidition Why the sons of these once fertile 

lands of Kenp^al — Ben»-al which had been full of water, full of fruits,, 
ever rich with abundant bniden of crops — are really in need of a 
bandful of rice to satisfy their hun^-ei once in the course of day 5^ 
Failure of crops, you will at once urj^e, is the loot reason. Failure of 
crops also M’ill ur^’e (loveiinnent ufticials fi-oiu the opjiosite 
^^rou]). 1 .siy no, an emphatic no. 1 liave gone into the 
pioblem very caiefully. I have carefully surveyed tlie conditions 
of the people of m\ distiict and I have scuutinisingly analysed the 
ag-i'icultural , industiial and iiiig-ation pioblenisof m\ disUict, especially 
ol my siibdi vision, and 1 l)a\e been convinced of a truth, which I do 
think it m\ dut> cleailv t(^ '^jieak out in tlie floor of this Council 
(Jhamb.er lor the illumination of (lovmnment, if not for the elected 
Fulian meinluus, majorit\ ot wham, 1 am sure, have lealised the same 
truth ])y studying the fuoblenis of tlicii- resjiective districts. Sii-, if 
W(‘ go on ])utting the (juestion "why” de(‘per and deeper enough we 
shall come to the inevitable conclusion, foi* tlit‘ giasjiing of which by 
this dialectic pnicedure, 1 have the least chance of ever being lewarded 
by our masters Inu'c Hewaid or punishment 1 (‘are very little. Truth 
must be told in the ]no'»‘j)eciive hoj)e that tiaith will ultimately save 
itsell. Sir these constant lailuje of crops in the distiict is due to the 
s'lting Uf) of the numerous big tanks which in pie-Bntish (la\s u^ed t(C 
iiiigate large areas. These lake-like tanks were the woik^' of the Mulla 
Rajas of Vishnu])ur. The people in their extii'ine ])!iveity would not 
even think oi re-excavating them and the (Tovernment also jiaid no 
attention to the niatttu-. Being thus at tin* sob‘ mercy oT th(‘ vagaries 
oi the monsoon, the distiict had (‘(»me to Ixh- ome .a land ol famine. 
Jfaiikura had been under the benign rule of tln‘ A'lshmipui Mulla RajaN 
before tlie advent oi the Vaishya Raja oi England. Mulla Rajas 
though powerful had nevei bten siifticumtly rich becaiisb the\ had not 
extendve kingdom. But what did they do for the imjirovement of their 
/amindary!^^ The jireseut mighty Government can very well take a 
leaf out of their Ixxdv in ordei to save the p(‘ople of Bankura fiom the 
teriible disaster of famine for all time to (-ome. If you travel round 
the interioi’ of Vishnujmr subdivision you will find large number of 
tanks, specially dug out foi the purpose of irrigation. Some of these 
tanks irrigated 4,000 bighas of lands. There are plenty of such, not 
one, two or three. 1 have consulted expert Engineers and they have 
told me that the excavation oi such tanks during the present days will 
(ost more than a lakh of rupees. These tanks were excavated by private 
individuals of the villages. There is now not a single individual^ 
residing habitually in^the di^rict, who can afford to dig out one such 
t.ink. These tanks have all been .silted up and the question of re- 
excavating them is beyond the dream of the people. Owing to the 
existence of these tanks, failure of crops had been practically unknown 
ill Bankuia. During the days of Mulla Kings — petty zamiiidars in 
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comparison with the miol>t> British Raj— tliese thin<>!^ had lieen 
possible, hut tiom it ha^ become a tliinjr not even to he dreamt ot. 
Agriculture without irri^at ioii m lands whi(*h de])ends^ upon tavouiahle 
monsoon is imjiossihle. aiii oi irri^’ation then becomes the cause of 
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the iioijnal famine condition has been infinitely a^fjiavated. The 
Oovernnieni ofiieiaU who (‘aie only for the favour of their superior 
olficeis diaw out I'eports wInVh their masters would like. These officers, 
wliose hit’ll ^nl^l^ie^ cannot make them happy and contended, had the 
nudacity to declare the <‘ondition of tlie people who are really starving — 
•easy. The famine, according to them, is the condition when the people 
will he actually starving for days together. His Excellency visited 
two relief cent?e^ in the subdivision of Vishnupu]- and witnessed the 
(‘onditious oi the |>eople with his own eyes. Tie told us that he had 

been moved with what he .".au. In the conference, however, he 

announced a giant of Rs. |,II(K) only to give gratuitous relief to the 
famine-stricken jw'ojile .if Bankura. The peojile were completely dis- 
illusioned. They expeided that when Ills Excellency was coming down 
fiom the li(‘i< 4 ht of Daijeeling in the (‘xtiemely li.it weathei, h.e would 
certainly do Mimething leally substantial to mitigate the sufferings of 
the peojile. The money that was spent for his coming down from 

])arjeeling, c()uld have very well been spent in relief work. The 

Distiict Magisfiate of Bankura, who is the president of tlii' Bankura 
Central Relief Committee, is always anxious to minimise the sufferings 
of the jieople. Babu Kanial Kii^hna Roy, a prominent Congiess worker, 
u the Secrefary of the (h'litial Relief ('ommittee. Il(‘ has been touring 
loiind N'arious jilace^) collect ing funds foj reliin iiig thi' di'-tressed jieojile. 
^riiis s(dfless gentleman has been servtnl with a notici* under seition 117, 
Indian Penal (\)de, f.ir the alleged ofieiU'e of exciting the Hindus of 
Bankuia lo disobe\ section 144, which Mi. Hart piomulgated in the 
town of Bankura. Reli(4 work is now being neglected. Instead of 
4ipening m-w centres, the list of recijiients aie daily being cm tailed 
without sufficient coiisideiati.in. Sii, in making these obseivations T 
have confined myself eiitiielv to the condition^ of the jieojile oi my 
district, specialK to m,\ sulnli vision, about whom 1 havt* fir^t-hand 
inforniati.in. I ask the tloveinment to take note of all these facts and 
make immediate piovision for relieving distress of the jieople. It is my 
loyal duty to remind the (ii)vernment that the situation is extremely 
seriouH. Cnless some jiractnud steps be taken to remove the actual 
cau^e of the jieiinanent distress, the ])eo})le might be driven to take 
lei'ourse to steps which we really shudder to think. My friend, Mr. 
(diatterjee, has given complete details about the famine. I can give 
out details eipially pathetic from my actual experience. Sir, I stiall 
not intiude upon the membeis’ valuable time any more by repeating 
facts) of similar nature. AVith these words I suppoH the motion of my 
friend Mr. Chatter] ee. 

Mr. F. A. 8ACH8E: I am glad that the member for Khulna has 
returned to his seat in time to hear the explanation he directly asked 
for. He refeired in his question yesterday and again in his speech 
to-day to Mr. Vincent’vS report of 1897. He said that a certain area 
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in Khulna was desci ihed bv Mr. Vincent a^ a peinianent tainine aiea. 
When 1 saw the (luestion I ^ot the <nii»-inal repnrt troni iny ottice and 

1 could not find that expiession an> where in the repoit. 1 must 

admit, however, tliat the wlnde tenoi ot the rcpoit ^UJ)polts the tlieoi,\ 
that there is a certain aiea in Khulna which i'^, and niU'-t always 
be, liable to famine. 1 also fiml that Mi. Vincent |.;a\c the ver\ same 
reasons for this statt* of affairs winch are now •^nen d(l yiuns latt‘r b\ 
the much-abused local ofbceis. Mi-. Idnceiil leportcd thal “owin^- lo 
the rerdamation ol lu'w lands and then pr(>te<-t nm b\ (Mubankments. the 
isalt-ladeii tides were (oniin^ iuithci u]) than in tin* jiasl. In tli(‘ 
absence of sufficient ram to wash awa\ tin* salt. padd\ could not 

j^row.” That is exa<‘tl\ the state of affairs that has raused diHicull\ 

this year. Last yeai- lh(‘r(‘ was not siiflicient lainiall in -luiic to wash 
away th(‘ isalt. It is true, of couise, that the Ichamati and otln'r n\ers 
which flow out of the (laii^-cs are carr\ino- Icsn fre'‘li watci tlian th('\ 
used t») <lo, but this is not a new phenomenon, it was also iej>(ut(‘d b\ 
Mr. Vincent -10 \ears a^'o. I do not think that it is tin* main caiis(‘ 
of the disappointiiif; harvivstis. The main leason is that tlime has been 
so much land embanked and ledaimed out ol tin* foiest that tln‘ie aie 
not sullicient s])ill areas foi the tides to -plead (.\ei in the Munherii 
jiarts of tin* distriet. 

What the remed\ is, it is extiemely dilfieull to ,-«a\ 1 liavi* dealt 

receiitlx with llie Khulna Settb*nM‘nt Hepoit and 1 liaM* lead Sii 
William AVillcoek's leetnie and 1 have also lead the Im^uition Depait- 
ment's rt*j)l\ to that lecture. hi\er\l)od\ knows that at oin* linn* the 
fiaiioes eann* down the llhaonathi to tin* Ilooohls ; then tin* main 
stream flowed throuj^h the lihairah and lh(‘n thi*!!!*^!! the Matahhan^a. 
Ev(‘iitually it joint'd the Me^iui and now Hows jiast t’handpiii to tin' 
sea. As the it*sult of this ^ladual march ea.-tvvaids, praeticalU all the 
rivers of Khulna and .lessore have tliied up fo sono* extent. I he 
Irri^'-af loll ])epaitnienf could keep them eleai- at ceitain points as an 
experiment. Eut I fail ft) see how sm h a stej) wtnild really hel]» those 
laiitL in Khulna wliieli lie bt'low the jirt'st'nt level of the sunouiiduij^^ 

livers. At every hi”h tide I found the water at least 2 ft*t*t lusher 

than the ])adtly land. That was in May after a f>i-olon^»'ed di-ouj^-ht. 

One can imagine what must be flie condition in St‘])tember and (tetober 
when the crops are growing. These lands can only be cult iva led it 

the embankments are maintained. '^Idiat is not the duty nf (jov(‘rn- 
inent, but of the zaiiiindars and the tenants. Why the tenants cuniiot 
do it, I can never understand. These embankmt'rit-', aie not very high, 
and if 20 or 100 men colleeted wdtli kodalis for a few days in each 
cold w'eather they could easily do it. The whole pioldem is a difficult 
one, and (tovemment cannot be blamed for imt being able to irnjirove 
or change the course of nature. The w'liole fault lies in the fact tliat 
there is not a sufficient land to supply the needs of the agricultural 
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the iioijnal famine condition has been infinitely a^fjiavated. The 
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•easy. The famine, according to them, is the condition when the people 
will he actually starving for days together. His Excellency visited 
two relief cent?e^ in the subdivision of Vishnupu]- and witnessed the 
(‘onditious oi the |>eople with his own eyes. Tie told us that he had 

been moved with what he .".au. In the conference, however, he 

announced a giant of Rs. |,II(K) only to give gratuitous relief to the 
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illusioned. They expeided that when Ills Excellency was coming down 
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certainly do Mimething leally substantial to mitigate the sufferings of 
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inforniati.in. I ask the tloveinment to take note of all these facts and 
make immediate piovision for relieving distress of the jieople. It is my 
loyal duty to remind the (ii)vernment that the situation is extremely 
seriouH. Cnless some jiractnud steps be taken to remove the actual 
cau^e of the jieiinanent distress, the ])eo})le might be driven to take 
lei'ourse to steps which we really shudder to think. My friend, Mr. 
(diatterjee, has given complete details about the famine. I can give 
out details eipially pathetic from my actual experience. Sir, I stiall 
not intiude upon the membeis’ valuable time any more by repeating 
facts) of similar nature. AVith these words I suppoH the motion of my 
friend Mr. Chatter] ee. 

Mr. F. A. 8ACH8E: I am glad that the member for Khulna has 
returned to his seat in time to hear the explanation he directly asked 
for. He refeired in his question yesterday and again in his speech 
to-day to Mr. Vincent’vS report of 1897. He said that a certain area 
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in Khulna was desci ihed bv Mr. Vincent a^ a peinianent tainine aiea. 
When 1 saw the (luestion I ^ot the <nii»-inal repnrt troni iny ottice and 

1 could not find that expiession an> where in the repoit. 1 must 

admit, however, tliat the wlnde tenoi ot the rcpoit ^UJ)polts the tlieoi,\ 
that there is a certain aiea in Khulna which i'^, and niU'-t always 
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reasons for this statt* of affairs winch are now •^nen d(l yiuns latt‘r b\ 
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which flow out of the (laii^-cs are carr\ino- Icsn fre'‘li watci tlian th('\ 
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jiarts of tin* distriet. 
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Irri^'-af loll ])epaitnienf could keep them eleai- at ceitain points as an 
experiment. Eut I fail ft) see how sm h a stej) wtnild really hel]» those 
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livers. At every hi”h tide I found the water at least 2 ft*t*t lusher 

than the ])adtly land. That was in May after a f>i-olon^»'ed di-ouj^-ht. 

One can imagine what must be flie condition in St‘])tember and (tetober 
when the crops are growing. These lands can only be cult iva led it 

the embankments are maintained. '^Idiat is not the duty nf (jov(‘rn- 
inent, but of the zaiiiindars and the tenants. Why the tenants cuniiot 
do it, I can never understand. These embankmt'rit-', aie not very high, 
and if 20 or 100 men colleeted wdtli kodalis for a few days in each 
cold w'eather they could easily do it. The whole pioldem is a difficult 
one, and (tovemment cannot be blamed for imt being able to irnjirove 
or change the course of nature. The w'liole fault lies in the fact tliat 
there is not a sufficient land to supply the needs of the agricultural 
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^hat' .subdivision, but only Ks. 1,70,000 had been distributed up to the 
doth June bust. W hy has not the balance been distributed, even by 
')0th June and why was it not distributed earlier!^ 

Yesterday Sii- Nalini Ranjan told us that the season was not yet 
ovej-; I (‘an assuie you that he has never beerj in the iuufas>al, he does 
not know the condition or the living' ol th(‘ })eople. 1 ha\e been in 
the affected aiea, and 1 know the conditions ])eitectly; the hcason will 
be over by the loth of Sravan, which is neai, and it will be too late 
tonally relief to be »iven no\\. It any of the local officers b(‘ present — 
and 1 was told that they had come to (kilcutta, and are ]Uesent in the 
-alleiy ... 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou must not retei to anybody in the jU'alleiy. 

Mauivi KADER BAK8H: All nj^ht. ^!\ ad\ice to him would b(‘ 
to plac(‘ betore the (ioMO nimmi th(‘ actual state ol tliin^^'s so that (iov^ 
ernment mioht be in a position to deal with tlu' situation lietter. M\ 
advice to him would be not to minimis(- the situation, Imt to lejire^ent 
laets. 1 may tidl you that th(‘ local olliceis tiy to minimise the situa- 
tion; had this not bium dom‘, the situation which has an’seii in T)inaj])ur 
would not lia\(‘ occuiied. 1 can assiiK' you, Sn, that only -“Kl ])er cent, 
ol th(‘ m‘(‘(l\ peo|)b‘- -this is the official fi‘.i‘ur(‘ -ha ve cot relied; though 
a loan of Re. ‘Jjlb.tHtd has been j^’rantiMl, another Rs. b lakhs will be 
i'(‘(iuired within tlie next 10 da\s il vou want to sa\e the li\('s of b, ()()(» 
people comino loi ^latuituous r(‘li(d‘ every day. 

4-JO p.ni. 

S(‘vera] diliercuit associations have been started in tlie distiict and bOO 
jieople come daily tor ladiet to the Eonc-iess centres. I can tell \ou, 
and I am supported in my .statement by authoiity, that 10,tl00 will be 
comiiio \vithiii the next 10 days for relief to the \aiious eenti'cs. The 
c’lavity of the situation cannot be described, but can be seen with one's 
oAvn eyes, ^ly suf^'^'estion would be, and 1 am supported by the local 
olfieers, that Rs. b lakhs more will be reiiuired if vou want to save the 
people from death by starvation. I can tell you that more officers will 
be retjuired to diistribute this loan if frranted. People have already 
sold away their children, their wives, cattle and everythine: they had. 
(lovernment ^ive a dole of Rs. bO in some cases, and in others Rs. b 
or Rs. 10, in some eases Rs, JO. Is thU sufii(‘ient at all? Tf a man 
has to purchase his cattle tor cultivation, he must recjuire Rs. bO or 
Rs. 00 for that alone^ Tie has to maintain that frmn Sravan to 
Ac-rahayan, that is b inontKs at least at the rate of Rs. 4 a month, that 
is Its. ‘20. TTe reipiires Rs. 10 for the pundiase of seed, and Rs. 00 for 
the ]nirpose of cultivation and to keep him alive durin<r the period of 
cultivation. Tn ^ome cases only Rs. 10 has been ^ranted, w'hich U no 
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which flow out of the (laii^-cs are carr\ino- Icsn fre'‘li watci tlian th('\ 
used t») <lo, but this is not a new phenomenon, it was also iej>(ut(‘d b\ 
Mr. Vincent -10 \ears a^'o. I do not think that it is tin* main caiis(‘ 
of the disappointiiif; harvivstis. The main leason is that tlime has been 
so much land embanked and ledaimed out ol tin* foiest that tln‘ie aie 
not sullicient s])ill areas foi the tides to -plead (.\ei in the Munherii 
jiarts of tin* distriet. 

What the remed\ is, it is extiemely dilfieull to ,-«a\ 1 liavi* dealt 

receiitlx with llie Khulna Settb*nM‘nt Hepoit and 1 liaM* lead Sii 
William AVillcoek's leetnie and 1 have also lead the Im^uition Depait- 
ment's rt*j)l\ to that lecture. hi\er\l)od\ knows that at oin* linn* the 
fiaiioes eann* down the llhaonathi to tin* Ilooohls ; then tin* main 
stream flowed throuj^h the lihairah and lh(‘n thi*!!!*^!! the Matahhan^a. 
Ev(‘iitually it joint'd the Me^iui and now Hows jiast t’handpiii to tin' 
sea. As the it*sult of this ^ladual march ea.-tvvaids, praeticalU all the 
rivers of Khulna and .lessore have tliied up fo sono* extent. I he 
Irri^'-af loll ])epaitnienf could keep them eleai- at ceitain points as an 
experiment. Eut I fail ft) see how sm h a stej) wtnild really hel]» those 
laiitL in Khulna wliieli lie bt'low the jirt'st'nt level of the sunouiiduij^^ 

livers. At every hi”h tide I found the water at least 2 ft*t*t lusher 

than the ])adtly land. That was in May after a f>i-olon^»'ed di-ouj^-ht. 

One can imagine what must be flie condition in St‘])tember and (tetober 
when the crops are growing. These lands can only be cult iva led it 

the embankments are maintained. '^Idiat is not the duty nf (jov(‘rn- 
inent, but of the zaiiiindars and the tenants. Why the tenants cuniiot 
do it, I can never understand. These embankmt'rit-', aie not very high, 
and if 20 or 100 men colleeted wdtli kodalis for a few days in each 
cold w'eather they could easily do it. The whole pioldem is a difficult 
one, and (tovemment cannot be blamed for imt being able to irnjirove 
or change the course of nature. The w'liole fault lies in the fact tliat 
there is not a sufficient land to supply the needs of the agricultural 
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applii aiit ; and hy the time this intermediate proeesd of eoiTespondence 
had finished, the rabi sowing season was over. A very similar thing 
is happening now also. At present there is no dearth of ofTieers, in 
fact theie are plenty of them, and yet o])erations are being hampered 
In thii^ stn])id red-tapeism of the Oovernment machinery. There are 
i^ome unnecessary rules; under the first rule in some cases a loan of 
Re. 1 ])ei- head is given, in some cases Rs. 2 per head; the next rule 
is that a loan ol lU. is given under ceiiain eondilions, and the thiial 
rule IS that, peojile holding lb oj- 20 bighas of land are not entitled to 
tiny loan tit all. Does tlie Oovei'nment sujiposi* tliat people holding lb 
or 20 bighas tire not in want ^ 1 would sugg(‘st thtit these rules be 

relaxed or stejjs be ttiken to tibiogate tliese Ntnjiid prinisions. Thei'c 
is no risk in that, hecaime the lioan (Miicms tne subject to the sujiervi- 
sion of tliiMi’ suju'i’ior othcer^; suspend the o])e]':ii ioni«, of these stupid 
provisions and incriuise indefinitely tin* amount ])lticed at the disjxistil 
of the district tiuthoiities for gratuitous relief. At juesent the amount 
its Rs. 12.000 to Rs. 14,000 in each district ; that is Ihe maximum. That 
is nothing; it should be increased to at least Rs. 2 lakhs ])er district. 

Ml'. Sachse must bi* fiiglitened at tin* pios])ect of the giant of a 
ei'ore of ruix'es, but after all the mone\ will not conn^ out of his jiocket, 
Ol' mine, or even frmn the imaginarv ]>ocket of the (Tiivmnment : it will 
come from the people and I am (piite suie this floiisi' Avill sam tion the 
grant. (JjOikI rJiecn.) 

Sir, 1 have spokmi of tiie defects of the (lovernment, but there is 
another matter to vhich I am bound to refer, and that is the ajiathv 
on the pari of the zamindars. If (lovernment has its duty to the 
peo])le, so also the zamindars of Bengal have their duty to their 
tenants. And how are tlie zamindam of Bengal Indiaving in this year 
of famine and distress? JJiey an* still drawing one I'roie of lujiees as 
I'eiit from tludr unfortunate tenants; they aie still going on with their 
rent suits, and the\ are still taking the most drastic steps foi the 
execution of tlieir rent decrees. I tell tln^ zamindars of Bengal that 
they are this year on their trial, and theii future existence as a class 
will dejiend Ujioii how’ they behave themselves in the preiseiit ordeal, 
and how' the\ come out of that ordeal. If they do not rise to the 
height of tin* oi’casion, I may tell them they will have to ])ay a heavy 
reckoning when the day of judgment comes, as come it will, and sooner 
than they expect. 

Dr. il. M. DAS CyPTA; 1 move that the ipiestion be now put 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. Das (hipta, I think we can get on with this 
motion right up to b p.ni., so you can move your motion about that 
time. 
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Khan Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: One ot the Swaiaji.t 
inembei> on the other side of the House thanked His Kxeelleney for 
the kind interest he has taken in the famine-stricken people of our 
country. Murshidahad was also awaiting the opportunity of showing- 
the distressed eondition of the people there. 

My friend said that it was the civilian clniue that was responsible for 
the distress ot the people. I think he would have been more true it he 
bad said that our country civilians were mainly les^)on^ible, because 
they come into contac-t with the peojib* of the counti\, and it was their 
duty to speak to their sujieriors and tell them that the situation was 
^ery g-rave. They could tell those who had the jiowei- to ienied\ things, 
that they were doing- the gravest wiong- to the people oi the country by 
not attending- to the distiess (d‘ the people. Unfoitunately, Sn. Jlengaii 
officers see thing-s at times through the eyes of tlieir sujuoior.s. and if 
tbeii- sui)eriors think that they do not like to be told about unjileasaiit 
filings, they keep ([uiet 

(At this slag-e there was buid speaking- amongst the memluMs. and 
the Fiesident called the House to absolute silem-e.) 

On several o(‘casions I have had the jirivileg-e oi inlorming the 
House that the situatifiii of ]ilurshidabad also was veiy g-iave. 1 had 
the honour also of moving- a substantive lesoliition to tin* ellect that a 
substantial amount of se\eral lakhs oug-ht to be granted foi- jelu‘ving 
distress oi the peojde oi Muishidabad, but unfoitunately that resolutum 
could not come uj» for discus>ion. 1 have also brought the fact oi the 
distress to the notice oi the authorities, and also in jiei-sonal conveisa. 
fions have been able to arouse their s\m])ath\. 1 may sa,\ that 
Mi. Sachse took stejis to minimise the sufferings of fhe ])eo])le, but 1 can 
assure you that the seivii-es lendeied l)y these pe(»]de and also by (-lovern- 
ment have not been at all sufln-ient. Not only in the subdivision named 
by my tiieiid Maharaj Kumar, but also in the ladbagh subdivision, ioi 
instance, in thana Nabagiam and Sag-railighi as well as in the Sadai 
subdivision, the distress is ai-ute. I ma\ assuii* (ioveinmeni thiough 
Mr. Sachse that they will be doing a grave injustice to the [leople oi 
the Sadar subdivision, if they do not extend thmr helj) t(* tlie people 
there. There the Hhadai croj»s lia\e also lailed, not b(*< aus(' that the\ 
have not grown them, but liecause they had no mone_\ to weed out tin* 
crops. 

4-4«") p.m. 

The only remedy that lies w'ith the Gr>vernmeni i- to immediateh 
grant relief to the distie-'sed jieojde. Whenever the Subdi visional 
Officers and others grant tnknn loan they will generally ask foi the 
production of a security but nobody in the village> will bind himself 
for another, with the result that the man in distress who has juopeity, 
is not in a position to get the neces>ary loan. I know’ that in many 

14 
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rases these people have been offered R‘i. 5 or Rs. 10; but, 8ir, may I 
ask if this paltry amount is sufficient for them? These officers must 
have very strange ideas almut the needs of their countrymen. They 
are mostly our own countrymen who fat salaries and are fattening; 
on them, but they do not feel for the suffering's of the poor peasants. 
Sir, the peasants may well say in the words of the poet Hafiz: — 

Shab-i-tareek beem-a mauj-o-gardab-a choneen hiiel ; 

Koja danund hali ma subuk saran a sahil hii. 

Those j)ersous who have not suffered are not expected to know the 
sufferings of the dumb millions. It is necessary that Government 
should immediately relieve the distress olf the people in the areas 
affected. The granting of loans in the shape of the taknvi loan is to my 
mind the only ])ossible remedy. 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: 1 have been a^ked 
why has not famine been declUred. The leason is that the present 
scarcity affects several scattered districds and within these districts 
only particular localities are affected — even eveiy village within the 
locality is not equally affected. 

Relief is, therefore, best pr(>vided by what aie known in the Famine 
Code as village works, small woiks carried out by official agency 
appointed by the District Officer. When famine is deidared the Public 
Works or the li'rigation Depaitmeiits are called on to open large depait- 
niental relief works. Su(‘h a course would not suit the piesent condi- 
tions of Bengal; it w^ould not suit the people affected to leave their 
homes to attend large works at a distance; it would not in the circums- 
tances be economical. 

In the Famine (k)de it is stated that the system of village works is 
not suited to districts where distress is very severe. 

AVhen distress is very severe and famine is declared a more rigoious 
system of administration comes into force. For example, the task when 
famine is declared is the ordinary full task which an agricultural 
labourer peiioiins. The rate of wages for the full task in the case of 
an ablebodied man is one seer of rice or the equivalent in money eleven 
pice w'hen rice is at six seers a rupee. This rate is small but the 
smallness of the rate follows from the fact that the obligation of 
Government relates to the saving of life, ruder the present system 
they are getting more. 

The figures ot attendance at test relief works definitely prove that 
there is no case ior declaring famine. In Dinajpur the numbei attend- 
ing test works was two months ago, and is now d49 only. In 

Murshidabad and Nadia test relief works have been closed as people 
ceased to attend. In Bankura and Birbhum the numbers have fallen 
rapidly. It is only in Malda that the numbers are still considerable 
but have fallen from over 6,000 to half that number. 
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The main questmn fov us to ('onsidei' is the t|ues(ioii of /.»i anting' 
agricultural loans liefore the present season is out. Altogetliei alxuit 
Rs. lOJ lakhs have been allotted to the affected district-, (baenniicnt 
have granted such amounts as they have been asked for by local officers 
from time to time and no demand (1 say this deliberately) ot ti e l(*cal 
officers has been refused. Oovernment have ot necessity to ac t upon 
the recommendations of the local officers. 

It is said that the amounts paid to agriculturists aie ina(le(|uate. 
But the ade(|uacy is to be determined bv the offi^-ei on the s])ot and the 
Government have to depend ujion them. 

Loans have bv.en giant(nl by the (\)-oj)eiative Banks on an e\1en-i\e 
‘^cale. I may mention oiiIn two distiicts of wliicdi I have infoimation. 
In Biibhum and Biirdwaii tin* Fo-oj)erative Banks lia\(‘ lent about a 
lakh and halt each, but it has Immmi lepiesented that in the pi (‘sent \ear 
it is difficult to get money from mahajans in some ])arts of tbe countiy, 
and that it is ajipreliended that a large (piantity of lands ma\ be left 
uncultivated for want of agricultural loans. We acc(»rdingly asked the 
officers in the affected districts to i*eport whether t fieri' is such apjuelien- 
Sion of lands being left uncultivated for want of agricultural loans — ihe 
area of such lands, and the amount whicdi might be reijuired. W(* liave 
received reports from three distiicffs, tw’o say no money is leijuired and 
that no land will he left uncultivated foi waint of loan; and one, Dinaj- 
pur, says loans are leipiired — a jirefty large amount, and we lune 
sanctioned it already in addition to what has been sanctioned before. 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: May I ask for 

information as to what amount has })(*en sainffioned on the re]»oit of the 
local officers of Dinajpuri^ 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI; We woe a-kel 
for Rs. d lakbs and that has been granted. We are exiiecting lepoits 
fiom othei' districts veiy soon, aiid (jo\enimeijt will considei tli(» (juestion 
as soon as the reports are leceived. 

No doubt such loans would be u-eless foi agi icultuial j)Uipos(*s when 
the season passes away. But it has not \et passed, and we hope to get 
the reports very soon and then (ioveinment will do ?s mucli as availai)le 
funds wdll permit. 

Government do not wish to minimise the gravity of the situatioii, 
and w’ill favourably coiisidei' lecommendations of the local officos and 
do as much as Government can. 

As regards tbe allegation of death tjom staivation, suicide, sale of 
children and wuves, Government have got no repoit from the local 
officers. A question war put yesterday inquiring wbetbej the Govein- 
ment took any notice of newspaper reports and to-day Babu Jogindra 
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Chandra Cliakiavarti asked if there were no leports how eould inquiries 
be made. I wish he had only read the answer whirh I then read out. 
I stated in the answer that “ there have, however, been alleviations of 
such occurrences, which on inquiries were found not to be true.” These 
alleviations evidently referred to newspaper reports. The newspaper 
reports have not been ivrnored. The local otHcers of their own accord 
and under direction from Oovernment made imiuiries with refeience 
to the allepT^d ca^es rejuuted in the ne\\>paper>, and submitted reports 
from time to time. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: We wish to know if the Hcm’ble 
Membei’ can iicc(»iint for the death certificates that liave been tampeied 
with. It was stated that a death certificate was cut out. and another 
one substituted in it> }da(*e. 

Dr. J. M. DA8 GUPTA: 1 ‘want <o impiess U}K)n the Hon'ble 
Member that these ca^es have been invent i^-a ted and several of tliem by 
my own sell. 1 (dmllenvi’e the (ifoveiiiment that it taken to a coiiit I 
will ])rove tliat a vin«»d many (d them aie absolutelv true because I have 
])ersonally invotivi’ated the^e ca''es. 

The Hon’ble 8ir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: A\ e have v^ot a 
communication fiom the l)l^trict Macistiate and it i> thi?>: 

“Arif (diaukidar has noted in hi^ handbocdc for deaths that a man in 
his mahalla has died of stai'vation but on beinvz“ que^tioned he said that 
the man died of fever and he could not say wdiy the dafadar had widtten 
‘death by stai vation.' 1 have examined tlie dafadar and liave recorded 
his statement. Be said that he did not write the handbook of the 
chaukidai and the ( haukidar had made false statements. I am inquir- 
ing into the matter ami shall leport later on. 

As no rej)ort lias yet been received after im|uiry, I am unable to say 
anything further on thi> juiint. 

The reports whiidi were received with regard to sales of children and 
deaths, etc., were a(‘comj>anied in some cases wdth statements of local 
persons including members of Union Boards. Presidents df Union 
Boards, membei's of i-elief committees and relations of the deceased. 
The statements in original together witli tran>lations thereof weie sent 
uj) to Government and I will lead a few' extracts from them to show’ 
the nature of the report'^. As regaids the alleged sale of a child with 
reference to which a facsimile appeared in the ‘‘ Forwaid ” I have here 
the report of local officer> from which T would read a passage and the 
fetatements of some of the per>ons examined. “ 1 have recorded the 
statements of all the 12 person^, ex<'ept of 8uku Mandal who is too old 
to come out and w’ho'^e ^on Inkatulla Mandal stated that he did not 
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his name iioi g*ive his consent to do so and made a local in(|iiiiy. 
Thus Khsiradi Mandal said: “ Nazu's son Azi ha^ mariied the se *ond 
daughter of Jai^jranhi Bewa. He pave five ni]>ees. Aazu has no house 
of his own; he lives in Samir’s house. Bhola Uiuo Sardar one day l ame 
with a piece of jiaper. 1 can’t read or write.” 

5 p.ni. 

I would now place before the Hoii'^e anothei- lepoit i‘(‘paidinp 
deaths from staivation. Ihe (’ollectoi of Diiiajjiui wiote on the llth 
June, 1912(S, as follows: 

“I enclose herewith the statements of the Piesidents and miMubers 
of I^nion Boaids and Piesidents of Bidief Committees. I examined 
myself the peisons concejned of 20 Cnioiis and the Siibdi\ isional 
Oftii'er examined peisons eoiu'emed of o 1 nioiis. 1 examined PS 
Presidents of the Union Boards who are aUo Pn‘sidmits of the Bidief 
Committees and the Snbdi visional (diner examined 4 Presidents of 
Union Boards who are aUo Ibesidioits of Belief (’ommiltees. [ 
examined almost all the Presidents of Patnitida and Porsha ]i(dice- 
stations to the west of Atrai which is the worst affected aiea in tln^ 
wdiole subdivision. 1 have asked the Subdivisnuial CHicer to examine 
the Presidents ot tlu' riMmnninp 8 Unions, 1 sliall forwaid them to 
you as soon as I pet them Irom him.” 

It will a]ipear fiom the statements recoidcd that theie is onl\ one 
case of Union XI ol Patnilida which has noi been impiired into. All 
other cases have been found eithei to be faUe oi piossly exappei ated. 
I would read some of the staiennuits which w«‘ie recoided 

(lleie the Hon’ble Membei was stopped b\ motion lot closiije.t 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: I Use to a point of oidei. 1 b(*p to moM* 
that the question be now put, as there is \ei\ little time left. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tin que sfion befoie the House is that the (pies- 

tion be now’ ]mt. But betoie I ])ut this motion to the \o((\ 1 should 

like to sa\ that the juovisioiis of section 4() of th(‘ Benpal Pc'.jislatj \ e 
Council Buies and Standinu' Orders, whndi leipiiic that a motion lor 
closure must lie carried by a two-thirds majoiity seem to be in conflict 
with the provisions of section 72 B ('/) ot tlu' (Tovernment of India 
Act which requiie that all ([uestions must b** cairied by a majority 
of votes of members jiiesent in the House. 1 ndei secticn T2i)^/>) 
of the same Act the provisions of section 4(i of the Benj^al Le^islatixe 
Council Rules and Standing Orders must, theietore, be deibiieii ulhn, 
Tirex or void to the extent of that lepupnaiicy. So I rule tliat this 

motion will be carried, or throw’n out, as the case ma\ be, by a 

majority of votes ot membei s present in the House 
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Ou the closure question being put. a division was taken with the 
following result: — 

AYES. 


Aoharjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja Shathi 
Kanta, of Muktagaoha, Mymoniingh. 
Afzal, Mauivi Sytd Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Atimuddin. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Kaiiruddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Emaduddin. 
Ali, Mr. Altaf. 

Atiquilah, Mr. Syad Md. 

Bagohi, Babu Romat Chandra. 

Baksh, Mauivi Kadar. 

Banerjaa, Dr. Pramathanath. 

Banerjaa, Babu Promotha Nath. 

Bunnerjaa, Babu Jitandralal. 

Baau, Mr. P. C. 

Baau, Mr. Sarat C. 

Biawaa, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Boaa, Babu Bajoy Krishna. 

Bose, Mr. 8. C. 

Bose, Mr. Subhas Chandra. 

ChakravartI, Babu Jogindra Chandra. 
Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Chattarjee, Srijut Bijay Kumar. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Nurul Huq. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath. 

Choudhury, Mauivi Golam Mawla. 
Choudhury, Mauivi Khorshed Alam. 

Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Dutt, Babu Saral Kumar. 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. G. M. 

Ganguly, Babu Khagendra Nath. 

Ghose, Babu Amarendra Nath. 

Gtiosh Maulik, Mr. Satyendra Chandra. 
Gofran, Mauivi Abdul. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. 

Habibullah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Haque, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Azizul. 
Himatsingka, Babu Prabhu Doyal. 

Hoque, Kazi Emdadul. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ekramul. 
Huq, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul. 

Husain, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Syed Maqbul. 


Ismail, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Muhammad. 
Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Kasem, Mauivi Abul. 

Khan, Babu Debendra Lai. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali. 
Khan, Khan Sahib Mauivi Mftazzam Ali. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamizuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Maiti, Babu Mihendra Nath. 

Moitra, Srijut Jogendra Nath. 

Mukerjea, Srijut Taraknath. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandra. 
Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Nazimuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 

Pa! Choudhuri, Mr, Ranjit. 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur-. 

Rahman, Mauivi Azizur. 

Rahman, Mauivi Shainsur-. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur 
Raikat, Mr. Prosanna Deb. 

Rauf, Mauivi Syed Abdur. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, Srijut Radha Gobinda. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra 
Nath. 

Sanyal, Babu Saohindra Narayan. 

Sarker, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Sattar, Mr. Abdool Razak Hajee Abdool. 
Sen, Mr. Satish Chandra. 

Sen, Srijut Nagendra Nath. 

Sen Gupta, Mr. .J. M. 

Shah, Mr. Gholam Hossain. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, 
of Nashipur. 

Solaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. 8. 


NOES. 


Abbott, Mr. E. G. 

Cassells, Mr. A. 

Chhtarji, the Hon'ble Sir Nalini Ranjan. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hahzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, the Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, of 
Dhanbari. 

Cohsn, Mr. D. J. 

Coppingsr, Lt.*Col. W. V. 

Dish, Mr. A. J. 

Dey, Mr. G. G. 

Drummond, Mr. J. G. ^ 

Dutt, Mr. G. S. 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. 

Ghose, Mr. M. C. 

Cosnka, Rai Bahadur Badridas. 

Gordon, Mr, A. D. 

Hnpkyns, Mr. W. S. 


Hosain, the Hon’ble Nabab Musharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 

James, Mr. F. E. 

Luke, Mr. N. R. 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, the Hon'ble Mr. A. 

MoCluskie, Mr. E. T. 

Mitter, the Hon'ble Sir Provash Chunder. 
Mukerji, Mr. 8. C. 

Nelson, Mr. W. H. 

Prentice, the Hon’bie Mr. W. D. R. 

Reid, Mr. R. N. 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh. 

Saohse, Mr. F. A. 

Sattar, Khan Sahib Abdus. 

St‘»p’eton, Mr. H. E. 

Thomas. Mr. H. W. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 
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The Ayes hein^ 81, and the Noes 88, the motion for elosure was 
carried. 

The motion that the husine,-',> oi the (’ouneil he ad jonined was then 
put and ajjreed to. 

(At 5-12 p.m. the ('oiimdl was adjoin ned for juayei and it re- 
as.seinhled at 5-25 p.ni.) 


Point of Order. 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: Sii, inav I list' on a point ot' 
order? The motion that has just hoen cariiod was that the luisiness. 
ot tlie House he adjourned. M\ jioint is that tuithei husiness cannot 
ct'iitinue now. The motion was not that tlH‘ House <lo stand adjouini'd, 
hut that the luisiness o| the House ]»e adjoiniied. and the husiness (d 
the House hein^‘ adjourneii. it eannot hei^in a;:ain. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not a^H>e wiili \ou. Mr. Hose. If I 
leniemhei’ aii^'ht, it was (ha’idm] at thi' conlmiMKa' of Presidents in 
lf)2t) — and 1 a^’r(‘e with tliat decision — that it was hi‘.:]il\ illoi^ical 
that wlien a motion foi ad|ouinm(*nt to discus> u dclinit(‘ mattei of 
iiif^’ent public impoitance is cairied. the ('onncil iisidt must Ik' ad- 
joLuned. So we must take uj) the next ilmn ot husincss 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: Anothei point of older. Sit. Tins 
oould ha\e heen oviated h> \oui fixiim d o’cloc k to-day toi the adjouin- 
ineiit motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: i'hat is a diflenMit matter alto|.tetli(M The 
iidjoui'iimeiii motion, in an\ case, does not adjourn the (’ouncil. 

1 now call upon tlu“ Hon’hle Nawah Ihihadui to move liis jes()lu- 
tion. No. IS. 


Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest.) 

Constitution of a Committee to Assist the Statutory Commission. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur of Dhanbari: Mi Ihesident, Sir, T n e to 

move that thi< (Vuineil recommends to the (io\ei’nment that tlie com- 
mittee to assist the Statutory Commission slmll eonsist ot seven mem- 
Lers to be elected hy this Council hy means <d the simile tiaiisfeiahle 
Tote. 
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I will not weary the Council with a long speech on this resolution. 
I have already said that the CVjininission suggested that our coramittee' 
should consist of 7 niemhers, that being the number of the members^ 
of the Commission itself. 

The resolution proposed that the committee be elected by means of 
a single transferable vote. The reasons for suggesting this method 
are that it is one which is designed tn secure a fair representation of 
different coiiHiiunities, and is rnie with which the members of this 
House are jamiliai'. It is the method by which we elect the members, 
of the (V)nnnittee on Piildic Accounts. If, liowever, the Council prefer 
some othei method of election, (Tovernnient are leady to accept it. It 
is theii* earnest hope that tlie Council will be able to agree in 
selecting tlicii lepiesentaiives and that the committee w'hich goes to 
represent this (Joiimdl shall go with the unanimous consent of the 
Council. 

With legard to the amendments, I may say at once that Govern- 
ment are oj)posed to those wliich aNk thal the consideration of the leso- 
lution be po>tponed, as tliese amendments practically ask foi the 
lejection of the resolution. 

As I liave alieady said, GovcrnuMMit would h(*artily welcome the 
foiniation of a committee by tlie geneial coii'^ent of the (\)uncil and 
earnestly desire tliat the committee shall be iiuely representative of 
the Council. I think that this is the ]uinci})le which underlies the 
amendment which stands in the name oi Mr. Fazlul Hu(|, and if so, 
I sym])athise with that jirinciple. It is, howevei, foi* the Council and 
not for His Excellency tht‘ (f(>veinoi to choose the members of the 
committee and (tovemment cannot theiefoie a(‘cept the amendment 
as it stands. 

Tliere are two amendments which are intended to fix the poipor- 
tious in which various parties or communities shall be represented on 
the committee. 1 would lemind the Council, and especially the mem- 
bers of my own communitx, that it is unlikely that the members of 
the committee will he called upon to vote. Their duty will be to 
examine the evidence, wiitten and oral, whiidi is placed before them, 
to form theii' ojdnion and to endeavour to get those opinions accepted. 
It is theiefoie a matter of c»)m}»aratively little importance how many 
membejs eaidi jiarty oi’ community sends to the committee. It is a 
matter of far greater importance that the committee shall be repre- 
sentative and that we shall send to the committee the men who aie 
best able to perform the important and difficult task entrusted to them. 
The view of Government is that the method suggested in my resolution 
is likely to secuie the best Jesuit. 

Government would on piinciple oppose the amendment which 
would prevent the official members fioin taking part in the election of 
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the committee, Fiider the coii<;titiition such members have equal 
lijjhts with oth’er members of the Council, ami it would be unconsti- 
tutional to atempt to deprive them of those rights. We hope that it 
will be possible by the jreneial (‘onsent to chcKwe the committe'e without 
voting, but if there must be a ballot, then the ofhc'ial members will 
take pait in it. 


o-'lO p.m. 

The following'' motions were called hut not moved and theretone 
deemed to he withdrawn: — 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKHERJEE and Babu MANMATHA- 
NATH ROY to move, hy way of amendment, that tlie coiiNideiation 
of the I'csolution he postponed sine (he 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: to move, hy \\a\ of 
amendment, iliat the consideration ot the resdlution 1»(‘ adjourned till 
attei’ a ^enei'al election oi the I'ouncil on tlic issues iais(>d li.\ tin* 
I'esolut ion. 

It till* alxo'c motion ])e not cairied. Kai llaicmlianat li Cliaudliuir 
to move, hy way ot amendment, that the coiisiijei ation nf lln* le^olutimr 
he adjouj'iied until this Coiim il loimulatcs its sclnmit* ot constitutional 
ivtornis. 


Mr. A. K. FAZL UL HUQ to m(>ve. hy wa\ (d auumdment, that the 
lesolution do take the fitllowin^’ iorm : — 

“This Council recommemls to the (tovmnment that the (|UCstion of 
the method ct election of the memhers he settled hy 11 is I.xcellenc\ the 
(joveinoi' in consultation with, and in acf<»idance with the wishes ot, 
the various ^rou])s in the Council.” 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ to move that the resolution do take the 
followin^^ form : — 

This Council recommends to the Government that the said Com- 
mittee shall consist (d seven immihei'. to he elei ted h\ the i e])i esciilat i\ (‘s 
of the different communities in the Council who are desiious (d co- 
operating with the Commission in the following j)io])ojtion, that is to 
hay, 3 hy Muhammadans, .‘t hy non-Muhammadans, excluding Kuropeaiis, 
and 1 hy Kuropeans, provided that if the Swaraj Thiitv i(dus(‘ to co- 
opeiate in the election the jiroportion shall he 4 h\ Muhammarlans, 
3 hy non-Muhammadans, excluding EuH*pean.s, and 1 hy Euiopeaiis. 
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Mr. 8YED MD. ATIQULLAH to move, by way of amendment, that 
for the w'ords “ to be elected by this Council by means of the single 
transferable vote” the following be substituted, namely: — 

‘‘4 Muhammadans, 2 Hindus and 1 European to be elected by the 
Muhammadan, Hindu and European members of the Council, 
respectively.” 

Mauivi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: I beg to move by way of 
siniendment that for the words “by this Council” the words “ ])y the 
non-ofti(;ial memt>ers of this Council” be substituted. 

Mr. l^resident, I move this amendment witli some hesitation. Sii, 
theie ait* a large numlier of members on this side tif the Hou^e who are 
■Jipparently of ojiinion that we are still in our political nonage and can- 
not therefore be trusted to manage our own affairs without official tute- 
lagt*. Eut if I have been comjielled to bring forward this amendment, 
it is because I want to lemind the (roveinment tliat the jirocedure which 
tliey ])rr)])ose to follow in the eletdion of the committee is a violation of 
the spirit as w^ell as the letters of Sir dohn Simon’s assurance to the 
people ot this country. The committee, T must jenmid the House, 
is a creatine of the Statutory Commission and the Commission itselt 
bus indicated the manner of election ami comjio^itmn oi the (ommittee. 

I deny tliat tlie (iovenim(‘nf has any light to altei' the scheme or to 
modify its composition. I shall draw the attention of the House 
the caretully worded language in which Sir dolin Simon has expressed 
the intention of the Commission in his lettei* to His l^xcellency the 
Vicei'oy — 

“ AVe have no wish to dictate the composition ot the Indian wing ot 
the Conierence in mor<* detail, and we should greatly jirefer that the 
precise schenn* should be reached by agie(*ment between the diffeieiit 
♦•lements in India concerned. (Kir main object will be met so long a^ 
the ariangement is one which secures that the Indian side of the Joint 
(^)nference includes, on appiojiriate (K*casions, those who are alile to 
s])eak for the I’rovincial (hmncils just as the Joint Committee would 
speak for the Central Legislature, and so long as the members repiesent- 
ing India sitting with us dr» not amount to an unwieldy number. We 
assume of course that, just as we ourselves are a body selected from all 
British parties and both Houses of Parliament, so our Indian counter- 
part would be, so far as may be, truly representative.” 

The (Tovernment has gone back upon the assurance of Sir John Simon. 
The procedure they hav^ adopted is not only a breach of faith with the 
Indians but constitutes an act of discourtesy towards this House and 
an invasion of its privileges which it is our duty to guard against under 
4 ill circumstances. Where is the agreement between the different ele- 
tnents in the House which was contemplated by Sir John Simon? ” The 
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precise scheme of election and composition should be reached by agree- 
ment between the different elements in India concerned ” says this 
letter to the Viceroy. Far from any agreement the (lovernmeut have 
not even given the different elements an opportunity to come to an 
agreement. Before even the members of the different paities could 
•come together the iiat had gone forth from Darjeeling that the rejire- 
sentative.s of the (jovernment would come down to tliis House with a 
proposal that the members of the committee should be elected by means 
of the single transferable vote. This Hou>e should not for one moment 
lo.se sight of the impli(‘ation of thi.s proj)osal. The (ro\ eminent exjiects 
to carry the resolution by the votes of the majority, that is, the regimental 
votes of the (loveinment if any one will dare to oj>posc them. All the 
different elements in this Iloust* may not fully agree with the (Govern- 
ment. Three-fourths of the non-offi(dal members may condemn the pro- 
posal of the (government but that will have no influence upon the 
< Government. 1 am extremely reluctant and I will be soiry if I am 
understood to ascribe any motive or sinister design on tlu' ])art of the 
<G(oeinment. But I cannot con(*eal from myself the fact that if you 
<*an credit the (GoveinimMit with the ordimny degree of intcdligence, 
tlnue is no escape from the (‘(UKdiision tliat they must have foi’eseiui that 
the swaiaj paity would letire from the contest as soon as the first I’cso- 
lutioii was ])assed. You cannot but conclude that tlu' (io\ernment must 
have known and had even jiiit icipated that with a Housi' (h'])l(*ted of 
its indcfiendent strength it would li(* prostrate at the f(*et of the (fo\ern- 
ment and they would be able to beai’ d(twn all o}>])osition to theii j)ro- 
posai and elect the committee ])y the votes of the majoiity, that is, of 
fiiemsel ves. That ant icij)ation has been fulfilled; the Swarajists havi* 
di‘oj)j)ed out : the coast is mov (leai- foi the election of a committee which 
will represent nobody exei-jit the bureaueiacy. We hav(‘ kitd^ed out the 
Swaiajists, it is now the tuin o| the (Government to kick out all tln)sf‘ 
of the House wdio have md \et agieed to becijine the flunkeys and the fbot- 
ineii of the buieaucraey. I ask the House to consider in what wa,\ a 
committee elected in this manner will — to (juote again the words of 
Sir flohn Simon — “be tiuly lejiieseiitative of the different elements in 
the House just as tJie ('ommfssion itself is iepresentati\e of all the j)arti(*s 
in British Ihirliament.” Among the Aloslems alone there aie tour 
different groups. The Ministerial group, the (Ghuznavi grou]), the Mos- 
lem party and the Independents. I doubt not that the first two success- 
ful parties have jiroved to the satisfaction of the (Government that many 
of the Independents belong t(» them. The fate of Ministry after Ministry 
should warn the Government that it is this Independent party which is 
the real power in this Council. M ill the niembers of the committi-e all 
belong to one group or to all the gioups? T doubt not that during the 
next tliiee weeks one or two gioups will su( ct‘(*d in convincing' His 
Excellency that the victory of yesterday was entiielv due to their 
indu.sfrv and that they deserve well of the (Government. I understand 
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the very iiflmes of the iiienihers have been settled. They will form a 
committee of the faithful who will faithfully carry out the mandate of 
the (Government Ilouse. Sir, we have heard a ^^reat deal about the 
leactioiiary proposals which some gentlemen have been carrying to and 
from the (Government House and the Secretariat. 

I do not pretend to know what Sir John Simon and his colleagues 
will think if the (Government of Bengal are going to fiiinish them with 
a packed committee who will reproduce the music of the Secretariat in 
the manner of a pre-established harmony. 

But if the (Government will have any lingering respect for honesty 
and fail' play in public life, if they desiie to lectity their initial blunder 
in ignoring the i‘t‘commendation ot the (Commission to form the com- 
mittee by agreement of the jiarties, their only couise is to aecept my 
amendment. 

It gives them an opjautunity of escaping tiom a jiosition which has 
laid them opt n to the reasonable* suspicion of being involved in a con- 
s])iracy to wiest from the (kunmission a veidict against the people of 
India. It is still ojien to them to tidlow the jiiocedure laid down by 
the Commission in some res]>ect. The onl\ honourable c(»u]se they can 
ado])t c(tnsistently with tiiat piocedure is to lea\e the voting entirely 
to the iioii-othcial membeis of the House. I am not ({ue^tioning the 
right of (Gijvernment members to junticipate in the ordinary business 
ot tlie House, Tlie Barliament in its wisdcuii ha^ associated them with 
us tor the })ur})ose of ordinary business. I do not (piestion the wisdom 
of the rarliament. 1 am not inviting you to consider whether that 
association has been helpful to the growth and evolution of responsible 
government in India. 1 d(» not laise the (juesiion whether by the 
manner in which tliey had been voting in the jiast they were not giving 
their moi'al support to a system of corrujition that has invaded the pi'e- 
cincts of this House anil Inne gone far to stifle public life in this 
province. It will be for the Commission to pronounce a judgment upon 
them. The issues that 1 have raised are entirely different and have 
nothing to do with them. 1 base my demand for non-participation of 
ofhcials upon the construction <d' the language and the policy of the 
letter of Sir John Simon. If you read the letter, you will see that this 
committee is to be the Indian side, the Indian wing, oi the joint con- 
ference. It is to be the lepresentative of Indian people in the same 
way as the (hunmission itself is the representative of the English peo])le. 
It is not — and it could not be — the intention of the Commission that 
while it will itself be the agent of the British people, the Indian wing 
of the conference should be elected by another set of agents of the same 
British jieople. I asl^ for a reply from the (Government benches : 
Should the committee that is going to be elected be the lepresentative 
of the (Government, or should it be the iej)ie>entative of the people of 
Bengali I ask for a frank re])ly to my (|ue'«tion. If you want a com- 
mittee which will be truly representative of the (Tovernment, then by 
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all menus ask all (itiveiiiment menihers to vote in the ele(*tioii. There 
should he no pieteiiee about it. It on the other hand you honestly 
-desire that the (‘onimittee sliould lepresent the peojile, you have no other 
option hut to lollow the example ot the Swarajists. I am not an optim- 
ist, hut I still hope that lietlei (‘ounsel will sometimes pievail with the 
Ooveinment, and they ma\ still jiersuade themselves to come out ot an 
awkward situation, whic h their own jioliey has created. As le^ards 
those honourahle memheis who are hahitually accustomed to ask tor 
guidance trom the Secietaiiat, I -^hall ask them that it they cannot 
always act as jiatrintic* men, they should at least try to act as Indians 
on some oi'casioiis. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A MARR: The mover ot the amendment has j^ot 
his lon^»- sjieech oil', Imt it apjieais that he paid vei'\ little attention to 
what the IIoiThlc* Na\\ah Ihihadiu said wlien lie moved the I’exdution. 
The A awah Hahadui chaiiK jiointed out that (iovcinment have issued 
no oi'dcos whiit>oe\’ei* and have come to no conclusion what-'oevei on 
ihis inattei. He turthei pointml out that, li the non-ofhcial nninheis 
ot this House meet to^ethei and -'elect tin* sevim men tor this eommittet*, 
(ioNeinment would not ohjeet at all and ^^ould aeec'pt the selected 
memheis. So there will he no interterence on the jiait of (ioveinmeiit . 
I ntil that hajijiens, however, the otHcial memhei'- ot this JIousi- juojxise 
to 1 ‘eserve their ri<zht to vote and I do not see how the House can ask 
them to ^'iNc uji that li^dit. 

The motion ot .Maulvi Xurul nu([ Hhaudhuii was then juit and lost 

The motion that thiN (’oiincil H‘commends to the (Tovernment that 
the committee to assist the Statutoiv Commission shall consist ot seven 
memhers to he elected ]»y this Council h\ means of the single tiansteiahle 
Tote was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I \\ ish to announce that nominations foi' election 
to the committee, about NAhich we ha\e liecn deliheratiiif^-, should he 
sent ill by Tuesday, the L4th JuIn, and 1 pio])os(* that the election he 
held between 2-1") and j).m. on Tiiday, the -ird August. It is 

^xpec'ted that this day will he one of the days of the next session of the 
Council. 


Prorogation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have it in command tiom His Excellency the 
Oovernor to announce that the Benf^al Leci^lnt ive ('ouncil stands 
proro^'ued. 
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Haque, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Azizul 

Irrigation policy, 130. 

Statutory ConiiiiiKHion (yoinniittoc, 
resolution reeoinriieiiding lornuition 
of, mi, 14G, 

High English School for girls at Farid- 

pur, 119. 

Himatsingka, Babu Prabhu Doyal 

Jknerjee, Kanjit Kumar, ilrtiuiu, lut<‘, 
26. 

C3iaudhuri, Naresh Chandra, detenu, 
32. 

Detenu, restrictions on certain releas- 
ed, 22. 

Hindu Mahasabha 

Reference to, 171. 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. S. 

Sworn in, 13. 

Hosain, the Hon'ble Nawab Musharruf, 

Khan Bahadur 

Faridinir Knglisli School lor girls, 119. 

Suh-lnspt'ctor ol Schools, 119 

Howrah 

Civil Court buildings in, 184. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ekramul 

Adjouriimeiit niotioti reg.ardiiig taiiiiiic 
in Mursliidabad, 209. 

Statutory Commission Committee, n*- 
solutioii recouimeiidiiig formation ol, 
101 . 

Huq, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul 

Statutory C^mimission (loiiimittee, ie- 
solution jecomniendiiig forma tioii 

of, 171. 

Hussain, Mauivi, Latafat 

Statutory Commission ('oiiiniittee, re- 
solution reconiiueiidiiig foriiuition 

of, 150. 

lohamati river, 183. 

Irrigation, 129. 

James, Mr. F. E. 

Juvenile Court in Calcutta, 134. 

Jessore 

Uhairab river, 183, 

Jumna river, 183. 

Juvenile Court in Calcutta, 134. 

Karatoya river, 137. 


Kasem, Mauivi Abut 

Statutory Commission ComiJiitteo, re- 
solution recommending formation of, 
154. 

Kata Khali river, 137. 

Khan, Babu Debendra Lai 

(jiadglmt, Irrigation lieadquarters at, 

22 . 

Khan, Mauivi Tamizuddin 

Cliandana and Upper Coomar rivers, 
60. 

Faiidpur English School for Girls, 
119. 

Local hoards, proposal for abolition of, 
35. 

Sessions cases, Juiy Verdict in, 55. 

Siib-Jnspectors of Schools, 119. 

Typists and cojiyists of courts, 3*5. 

Watci -li\ acintlj, 108. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Mauivi Md. Ershad All, 

Khan Bahadur 

Disitli reienuici* of, 15. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali 

Chairman, noniinak-d, Ki. 

Khulna 

hliaiialj schemes, 183. 

Ditsrcss 111 , 110, 114. 

Famine area in, 125. 

Injunctions to prcveiil: sacrilicc of cows 
during liakt‘ld, 30. 

Rural uattu’-sujiply sclicmc, 20. 

Kcbadak river, 127, 183. 

Lccal Beards 

I’roposal tor abolition oi, 35 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. 

Statutory Commission Committee, reso- 
lution recommending formation of, 
159. 

Maiti, Babu Mahendra Nath 

Ghatal, alleged acquisition of certain 
‘‘ dehuttar ” lands in, 136. 

Malda 

Distress in, 114. 

Marr, the Hon’ble Mr. A. 

Noakhali, telegraphiq co,minuiiication 
with the island of Sandwip, 32. 

Statutory Commission (’ornmittee, how 
to be constituted, 221. 

Statutory Commi.ssion Committee, reso- 
lution recommending formation of, 
J79. 
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Martin, Mr. 0. 8. 

Hw'orn ifi, 13. 

Mathabhanga 

Silting up of, 

Mazumdar, Rai Bahadur jadunath 

Statutory (’oinmission CoinTuittot*, reso- 
lution recommending formation of, 
99. ’ 

Members 

Attendance of, 13, 107, 1H3. 

Present, 13. 

Sworn in, 13. 

Mianwali Jail 

Das, .Jatindranath, detenu, in, 61. 

Miller, Mr. C. C. 

Sworn in, 13. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra 

Death refert'iu'e of, 14. 

Mittar, the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder 

Herhamjjon' IMedual School, 46. 

Jlogra, tul)(‘-\u‘ll at, 131 
llogra, water-supply scheme lor, 132 
Khulna rural water-supply scheme, 20 
liOcal lloaids, proposal foi abolition 
of, 3.’). 

Murshidabad, w ater-scarcit\ in, 49. 
Watet-hyacinth, lOH. 

Moitra, Srijut Jogendra Nath 

Da rai river, 23, 

Irrigation (ancient) ol Jlengal, 129. 
Statutory (Vmimission ('omniitt<’e, 
resolution recommending formation 
of, Do. 

Motion for adjournment 

What hapiiens, il carried, 215 

Mukharji, Dhirendranath, detenu, 46. 
Mukharji, Kiran Chandra, detenu, 133 

Mukherjea, Srijut Taraknath 

Statutory Commission ('oniniitter, 
opposing resolution recommending 
formation of, 75. 

Murshidabad 

Crimes, increa.se in certain thana.s, 
45. 

Distress in, 111, 185. 

Water-scarcity in, 49. 

Nadia 

Alleged canvassing in bye-election from 
non-Muhammadan constituency of, 
27. 


Nadia— ( coneld.) 

llbairab river, 183. 

Di.stress in, 114. 

Nandy, MaharaJ Kumar 8rii Chandra 

Adjournment motion regarding famine 
relief operation in Murshidabad, 19<). 

lierhampofe Medical School, 46. 

Cahutta Police, Assistant Sub- 
Inspectors of, 46, 

Calcutta Police, remarks in a 
criminal apjieal against certain 
officers of, 57 

Murshidabad, distress in, 185, 

Murshidabad, incrtMiA' of cnine» in 
certain thanas of, 45. 

Murshidabad, water-scarcity in, 49. 

Newspaper reports 

Questions based on, 123. 

Noakhali 

Ti'legraphic eoininiinioation with the 
Sandwip Island, 32. 

Obituary references, 14. 

Pabna 

Haral river, 23. 

Cost of transmission of documents to 
llogra from the record room of, 15. 

.Judgeship combined with llogra, 43. 

Pakrasi, 8atish Chandra, State prisoner, 

48. 

Pal Choudhuri, Mr. Ranjit 

Nadia (non-Muhammadan) Constitu- 
ency, <illeged convassing in tin* hy«>- 
election from, 27. 

Statutory Commission C^mimit.ei', 
resolution nTominending formation 
ot, 153 

Sworn in, 13. 

Poona 

yervada (’entral Prison in, 56. 

Prentice, the Hon’bJe Mr. W. D. R. 

.Acharva Jtomesh (4iandra, detenu, 
128. 

Ilanerjee, Hanjit Kumar, detenu, late, 
26 

Jlogra, I'ost of transmission of docu- 
ments to, 45. 

llogra, ijuarters for Additional S(*Hsions 
Judge at, 44. 

llogra, separaU* judgeship for, 43. 

Ilrahinanbaria, ( 'hittaranjan Jatiya 
Pratbisthan, 139. 

Calcutta Police, Assistant Rub- 
Inspectors of, 4<1. 



vi 


INDEX. 


(VoL. XXIX. 


Prentice, the Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R.— 

{(‘ondd .) — 

Calcutta Police, remarks in a criminal 
appeal against certain oflacers of, 
57. 

('liakrabarty, Satish Chandra, detenu, 
48. 

Chaterjee, Jiban Lai, detenu, 62. 

Cliaudhuri, Naresb Chandra, detenu, 

Dacca, ministerial appointments in 
civil courts of, ^17. 

Das, .Jatindranath, detenu, 61. 

Das, Kiran Chandra, detenu, 126. 

Datta, Jlhupendra Kumar, ^ detenu, 
129. 

Detenus, allowances after release of, 
128. 

Detenus, restrictions on certain 
released, 22. 

Eclipses, rule as to closing courts and 
offices for, 118. 

Firearms licences, 132. 

Howrah Civil Court Iluildings, 185. 

Juvenile Court in Calcutta, 136. 

Kliulna, injunctions to prevent cow- 
sacrifi(*e in, during llakr-ld, 31. 

Mukharji, Dhirendranath, det-enu, 46. 

Mukharji, Kiran Chandra, detenu, 
133. 

Murshidahad, criminal activities in cer- 
tain thanas of, 45. 

Nadia (non-Muhammadan) Constitu- 
ency, alleged canvassing in the bye- 
elet tion from, 27, 28, 29, 30. 

Piikrasi, Satish Chandra, State 
firi.soner, 48. 

Sen, Anurup, diUciiu, la((‘, 58 

Sen, Narendra Nath, deU*nu, 58. 

vSessions cases, trial by jury, .66. 

Typists and copyists of courts, 35. 

Yervadii Jail, detenus and Slate 
prisoners in, 56. 

President 

Adjournment motien, li carried, does 
not adjourn the (Vmncil, 215 

Attention to the speaker, 189. 

Closure motion how to be decided, 
213. 

Criticism of the decision>)f, 63. 

Duty of, to 8<'e that no member goes 
beyond his limits, 76. 

Expunging of 8i)ee<-he8, 167, 168. 

Member-in-charge, presence of, when 
discussion is going on, 148. 


President {condd.y- 

Member, to ask a, to 4^0 to his pri- 
vate chamber is a t^sonuhle 
demand, 168. 

Members not allowed to speak twice 
on one subject except under peVmis- 
sion of, 90. 

Power of Governor to extend time of 
s<*.sMon in spitcv of previous contrary 
announcement's, 186 

Reasons for disallowing adjournment 
motion regarding famine conditions 
in Hengal, 17, 18. 

Statemmit regarding motions for ad- 
journment relating to famine rcon- 
ditions in Rcngal, 107. 

Statutory Commission Committee, 
announcement as to nominations and 
elections, 221. 

Prorogation, 221. 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur 

Statutory Commission Committee,- 
amendments withdrawn. 173, 

Rahman, Mauivi Shamsur- 

Khulna, injunctions to prcM-nt (ow- 
sacrifice in, during liakr-Id, 30. 

Rajshahi 

Raral rivi^r, 23. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar 

Das, Jatindranatli, detenu, 61. 

Datta, Rliu fiend ra Kumar, dt'tenii, 129. 

Miikharii. Dhirendranatli, det^'iiu, 46. 

Ray, Kshaunish Chandra, Maharaja 

Bahadur, of Nadia 

Death reference of, 14. 

Ray, Srijut Radha Gobinda 

Adjournment motion regarding famine 
relief operations in Yishnupur and 
Rankura, 199. 

Report(i) 

Karatoya river, enquiry as to opening, 
at its junction with Kata Khali, 138. 

Mr. Vincent's Famine, of 1897, 125. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath 

Statutory Commission f'ommittee, 
resolution recommending formation 
of. 152. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Expunging speeches, authority for, 
168. 
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Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar 

Chakrabarty, Satish Chandra, detenu, 
47. 

Chaterjee, Jiban Lai, detenu, 62. 

Yenvada Jail, detenus and State 
prisoners in, 56. 

Sachse, Mr. F. A, 

Adjournment motion regarding famine 
relief operations, 202. 

Sandwip 

Telegraphic eommunication with the 

mainland of Noakliali, 32. 

Sanyai, Babu Sachindra Narayan 

Statutory Commission Committee, 

resolution recommending formation 
of, 157. 

Sarbadhikari, Dr. Sir Deva Prosad 

Chainnan, nominated, 16. 

Sarker, Babu Naliniranjan 

Statutory Commission Committee, 

amendment to postpone considera* 
tion of resolution sine die, 69. 

Sarker, Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan 

Dacca, ministerial appointments in 

civil courts of, 37, 

Satkhira 

P^arnine area in, 125. 

Secretary 

Complaint about calling questions, 140. 

Sen, Anurup, detenu late, 58. 

Sen, Narendra Nath, detenu, 57. 

Sen, Srijut Nagendra Nath 

Adjournment motion regarding inade- 
quacy of famine relief measures in 

Khulna, 193. 

Hhairab schemes, 183. 

Closing of courts and office.s of district 
magistrate of Ilogra, 118. 

lOclipses, rule as to closing courts and 
offices for, 

P'orest produce, license fees for, 24. 

Khulna, distress in, 110. 

Khulna, famine area in, 125. 

Khulna rural water-supply sciieme, 20. 

Sunderban Forests, permits to cut 
fuel and golepata in, 19. 

Sen Gupta, Mr. J. M. 

Jlanerjee, Ran jit Kumar, detenu late, 
27. 

Statutory Commission Committee, 
resolution recommending formation 
of, 16,5. 

Supplementary questions, complaint 
about reasonable time between two 
questions, 130. 


Seuiont oatea 

Juries’ verdict in, 66. 

Speeches, expunging of, 78, 186. 

Speeches expunged, 166. 

Stapleton, Mr. H. E. 

Sworn in, 13. 

Statutory Commission . 

Amendments to post{H>ne considera- 
tion of re.soluLum rwommemhng the 
apiKUiitmcnt of a committee to 
assist, lost, 170. 

Committee, constitution of, 216. 
Committee to assist, 65. 
lO'solution as to constitution, earned, 
221 . 

Sub* Inspectors of Schools, 119. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. H. 8. 

Statutory Commission Committee, 
amendments to resohitiou recom- 
mending, 175. 

Sunderban Forests 

Fuel and golepata, permits to cut, 19. 

Supplementary Questions 

Jlar to furtlier, when the next ques- 
tion is called, 113. 

Reasonable tune between two ques- 
tions, 130. 

Tangail 

At till h P'on'sts in, 117. 

Thomas, Mr. W. H. 

Sworn in, 13. 

Travers, Mr. W. L. 

(’hnirmaii, nominaUHl, 16. 

Typists and Copyists of Courts, 86 . 
Vishnupur 

Cottage induNtn(‘s in, 201. 

Vizagapatam 

Detenus at, l.Th 

Voting 

Closure motion, on, 214. 

Motion that resolution recommending 
jipjHiintment of Statutory Commis- 
sion Committee lie postponed sine die, 
169. 

Resolution recommending formation 
of corainitteo to assist, on, 181. 

Water-hyacinth, 108. 

Water-supply, rural, Khulna, 20. 
Water-supply, rural 

Ijoan jxiliey for, 49. 

Willoocks, Sir William 

Irrigation (ancient) of Dengnl, 12f). 

Yervada Jail 

Detenus and State prisoners in, 66. 
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